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Announcements for December 31, 2023 

  

PRAYERS FOR OUR NJLC COMMUNITY  

**new names added this week (NJLC connection)  

Prayer Requests:  Wayne Dunkley (NJLC member); Mack Keister (NJLC member); Dean Fox 

and Peggy Glascock (Judy Fox); **Evelyn Bowman (NJLC member); **Anna Adler (Leah 

Onderdonk); **Cecelia Cole (NJLC member) 

 

BIG THANKS TO THE NJLC CHILDREN 

A huge THANK YOU to the children of NJLC for bringing us such a splendid Christmas Pag-

eant on Christmas Eve Sunday.  

 

<< NO PRAYGROUND THIS SUNDAY >> 

Prayground will resume on January 7th, and continue every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of each 

month. 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO MUSICIANS 

Thank you to all of our musicians and singers for bringing us uplifting musical offerings for 

Advent and Christmas:  

Minister of Music and organist: Mark A. Fletcher 

Quintet: Sarah Stillman, Nancy Spannaus, Edward Spannaus, Jim Freeman, Rob Legard 

Flute: Curtis Adams 

Pianist: Don Burgess 

Violinists: Harrison Loeffler, Elena Doyle 

 

THE 2024 FLOWER SIGNUP CHART IS HERE! 

Thanks for all the faithful servants who provided altar flowers during 2023. The sign-up chart 

for the New Year is posted downstairs in the hall next to the fellowship hall. 

 

NJLC INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 

Winter is officially here, and that can mean dangerous roads. In general, if the schools are 

closed due to inclement weather then the church is also closed. Similarly if evening activities 

at schools are canceled then evening activities at the church are also canceled. Please think 

safety first, though, and if the driving conditions where you live seem dangerous then please 

do not venture out simply because the schools are not closed. We will miss you, but want you 

to be safe this winter. 
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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM 
A few items of note to help you in your time here today: 

 

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we 
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so. 
 

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook 
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you. 
 

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us 
in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a 
member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to 
receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow 
the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to the top of the center 
aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to step to the side to take an 
individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and then discard 
cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward, communion can be 
brought to you after all have communed at the front.  
 

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children 
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall 
downstairs with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard over 
the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday Morning Nursery, 
it is located in the end room of the education building. 
 

HANDICAP ACCESSABILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at 
the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to 
run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels. 
 

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit! 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180 

 

www.njlclovettsville.org 
 

Church Office 540-822-5576 officenjlc@gmail.com 
Pastor Phillip Carl (703) 955-6714 pastor.njlc@gmail.com 

   
 

OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith 
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship. 

 

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by 
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation. 

The flowers on the altar today are given by the Church Council to the 
glory of God and in praise and thankfulness for the birth of the Baby 
Jesus, our Savior and Lord.  
 

To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2024 Flower 
Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office.  
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 Introduction 

The psalmist calls on the natural world, celestial bodies, fire and earth, creatures, and 
all humanity, to praise God. The voices of Simeon and 84-year-old Anna join the 
chorus today, recognizing what God is doing in Jesus. Simeon’s song is often sung 
after communion, for we have seen God’s salvation in the assembled community and 
have held Jesus in our hands in the bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we tell of 
Jesus to all who look for the healing of the world.  

 
    
  GATHERING  
 
READER FOR TODAY  Sarah Stillman 

PRELUDE  Mark A. Fletcher 
  

 We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude. 

 

 

WELCOME 

 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
GATHERING HYMN “What Child is This” ELW 296 
 (see music on next page) 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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This   is   the   feast     of     vic- to-ry  for  our  God.   Al  - le  -  lu        -        ia 

Canticle of Praise 

Pastor: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 



8 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray... 
People: Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature 

and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the 
divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
    
  THE WORD  

FIRST READING Isaiah 61:10—62:3 

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Isaiah… 
 

10
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for 

he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

11
For as the earth brings forth 

its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the 
Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the 
nations. 

62:1
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I 

will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation 
like a burning torch. 

2
The nations shall see your vindication, and all the 

kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of 
the Lord will give. 

3
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  
Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING  Galatians 4:4-7 

Reader:   The second reading for today is recorded in the book of Galatians … 
 4

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, 

5
in order to redeem those who were under the law, so 

that we might receive adoption as children. 
6
And because you are children, 

God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” 

7
So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 

heir, through God.  
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 



9 

  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL READING  Luke 2:22-40 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the second chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 22

When the time came for their purification according to the law of 
Moses, [Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him 
to the Lord 

23
(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male 

shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 
24

and they offered a sacrifice 
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or 
two young pigeons.” 

25
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 

Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 

26
It had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord’s Messiah. 

27
Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the 

temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 
was customary under the law, 

28
Simeon took him in his arms and praised 

God, saying, 
29

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; 

30
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

31
which you 

have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32

a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33
And the child’s father and 

mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
34

Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed 

35
so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword 

will pierce your own soul too.” 
36

There was also a prophet, Anna the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having 
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 

37
then as a widow to 

the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with 
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fasting and prayer night and day. 
38

At that moment she came, and began to 
praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 

39
When they had finished everything required by 

the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. 

40
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 

favor of God was upon him.  
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

 
 
Children’s Message Pastor Phil Carl 
 
 
Sermon  Pastor Phil Carl 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY “In His Temple Now Behold Him” ELW 417   
 (see music on next page) 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
 People: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reader: Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for 
ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves. You inspire faith in our 
hearts and call us to rejoice with our whole selves at the salvation you bring. 
Make our churches places of belonging for all people in the fullness of their 
being. Raise up the gifts and the witness of people who are neurodivergent, 
living with disability, or bearing invisible illness. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great.  

Reader: Your praise is sung throughout creation in all times and seasons. As the new 
year turns, ground us in your changeless and sustaining love. Keep us 
attentive to the rhythms of the cosmos and inspire us to live in harmony with 
all the earth. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great.  

Reader: Give hope and stamina to leaders who work tirelessly for the sake of the most 
vulnerable. We pray especially for organizations working on behalf of children 
to provide basic needs, to protect from abuse and neglect, to address trauma, 
and to rescue from trafficking. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great.  

Reader; Sustain all people who, like Simeon and Anna, have been waiting for salvation 
and wholeness (especially Wayne Dunkley, Mack Keister, Dean Fox, Peggy 
Glascock, Evelyn Bowman, Anna Adler, and Cecelia Cole). We pray especially 
for anyone living with cancer or chronic illness, all people who are in physical 
rehabilitation or addiction recovery, and those experiencing complications from 
long COVID. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great.  

Reader: Let this community of faith be a joyful and welcome place for all ages and 
generations. Teach us to honor the wisdom of children, the inquisitiveness of 
youth, the thoughtfulness of adults, and the knowledge of elders. Hear us, O 
God.  

People: Your mercy is great.  

Reader: As we strive to call a new pastor for this congregation, send your Spirit to 
guide our decisions and those of all others in that process, so the outcome 
reflects your will for our future. God of grace, 

People: Your mercy is great.  

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Reader: We give thanks for all the beloved who lived with expectation and departed 
this life in peace. Sustain us in joy until we join them around your throne. Hear 
us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great.  

Reader: Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your 
abundant grace.  

People: Amen. 
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GREETING & PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 

 We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 

Please be seated. 

    
  MEAL  
 
OFFERTORY  Mark A. Fletcher 
  
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
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Please stand as you are able. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Pastor: Generous God, 
People: God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join 

our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of 
celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of 
your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made 
flesh. Amen.  

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on the earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and 
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your 
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and 
accomplished our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray as the Lord has taught us: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: Come to the banquet, for now all is ready. 
 

Please be seated. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

Please stand as you are able. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Pastor: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you 

unto life eternal. 
People: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   

Pastor: God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, 
and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of 
your peace. Make us shine with the good news of your glory, born to us in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
  
 SENDING  

 

BLESSING 

Pastor: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG “The Bells of Christmas” ELW 298 
 (see music on next page, verses 1, 2, 4, 6) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE  Mark A. Fletcher 
  
 
 
 

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve to the world. 
 

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall. 
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Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the 
public domain unless otherwise indicated. Arrangement for DATH 9 “Kyrie” is reprinted with permission obtained from One License with license #A-727155 and CCLI Li-
cense #11448643.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 148  (not read during today’s service) 

 
 

1
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 

2
Praise 

the Lord, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
3
Praise the Lord, sun 

and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4
Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, and 

you waters above the heavens. 
5
Let them praise the name of the Lord, who 

commanded, and they were created, 
6
who made them stand fast forever and ever, 

giving them a law that shall not pass away. 
7
Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea 

monsters and all deeps; 
8
fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s 

will; 
9
mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 

10
wild beasts and all cattle, 

creeping things and flying birds; 
11

sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and 
all rulers of the world; 

12
young men and maidens, old and young together. 

13
Let them 

praise the name of the Lord, whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over 
earth and heaven. 

14
The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all 

faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!   


