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Announcements for December 3, 2023 

  
PRAYERS FOR OUR NJLC COMMUNITY  

**new names added this week (NJLC connection)  
 
Prayer Requests: **Shirley Onderdonk (Leah Onderdonk); Wayne Dunkley (NJLC member); Mack and  

Helen Keister (NJLC members); Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock (Judy Fox);  
 
HANGING OF THE GREENS:  Thanks to all who showed up to help with the decorating of the church 
sanctuary for Advent and Christmas!  
 
FOOD PANTRY DONATION SUNDAY:  Food donations will be collected during the children’s message.   
 
PRAYGROUND TODAY:  Children begin worship with us and, following the children’s message, will go as 
a group with Mrs. Barlow and Mrs. Stillman to the Prayground to rehearse for the Christmas pageant to be 
presented during the 10:00 am worship service on Christmas Eve, December 24.  Next rehearsal is scheduled 
during the Prayground on December 17. 
 
ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING – TODAY:  NJLC members’ annual meeting will begin imme-
diately following the church service in the sanctuary.  Please attend this important meeting as we look forward 
to 2024 at NJLC.  A quorum of voting members must be present to be able to hold votes on any decision con-
cerning NJLC activities for the coming year.     
 
WASHINGTON SÄNGERBUND ADVENT CONCERT – DECEMBER 10, 4:00 p.m.:  Join us for a  
holiday concert with the Washington Sängerbund, the oldest continually operating chorus in the DC Metro 
area.  The program will feature both English and German selections, and 100% of the offering will be given to 
the Western Loudoun Food Pantry. 
 
COOKIE DECORATING – DECEMBER 17:  Join us after church service for fellowship decorating  
holiday cookies.  The cookies and decorating supplies will be here, so bring your creativity and let’s have fun! 
 
2024 FLOWER CHART:  Thanks for all the faithful servants who provided altar flowers during 2023.  The 
sign-up chart for the New Year is posted downstairs in the hall next to the fellowship hall.   
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
December 10:  Washington Sängerbund Concert 
December 17:  Cookie Decorating 
December 24:  Children’s Christmas Pageant (10:00 am) & Christmas Eve Service (7:00 pm) 
 
LIFTERS FOR NOVEMBER: 

 
 

 

  Readers  Altar Flowers 

December 10 Curtis Adams   Heffern 

 Lighting of two candles on the Advent wreath:  Zlato Family  

December 17  Matt Jorgenson  Jim Freeman  Muhlenberg  

 Linda Heffern  Kate Freeman   

 Cooper Barlow  Barbara Tobler   

 Toni Chancellor-Adams  Rob Legard   

 Lighting of three candles on the Advent wreath:  TBD   

December 24 am Jennifer Barlow   NJLC Council  

  Lighting of four candles on the Advent wreath:  TBD  

December 24 pm Garland Cooper   NJLC Council  

December 31 Sarah Stillman   TBD 
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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM 
A few items of note to help you in your time here today: 

 

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we 
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so. 
 

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook 
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you. 
 

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us 
in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a 
member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to 
receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow 
the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to the top of the center 
aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to step to the side to take an 
individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and then discard 
cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward, communion can be 
brought to you after all have communed at the front.  
 

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children 
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall 
downstairs with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard over 
the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday Morning Nursery, 
it is located in the end room of the education building. 
 

HANDICAP ACCESSABILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at 
the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to 
run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels. 
 

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit! 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180 

 

www.njlclovettsville.org 
 

Church Office 540-822-5576 officenjlc@gmail.com 
Pastor (703) 955-6714 pastor.njlc@gmail.com 

   
 

OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith 
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship. 

 

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by 
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation. 

The flowers on the alter are given to the Glory of God and in loving 
memory of our mother Sue Hickman and our grandfather Drew 
Hickman by Marilyn Edmondson and Dick Hickman.  
 

To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the Flower Chart 
located in the church hallway or contact the church office.  



4 

  

 Introduction 

Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar 
to us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for 
an apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus 
describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound 
dire and horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at 
the suffering of people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the 
heavens and come.  
    
  GATHERING  

READER FOR TODAY  Mike Zapf 

PRELUDE “Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming ” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By Traditional German Carol  

We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude. 

WELCOME 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Please stand as you are able. 

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Please stand as you are able. 

GATHERING HYMN “O come, O come, Emmanuel” ELW 257 
 (see music on next page) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray... 
People: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 

awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us 
blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

    
  THE WORD  

FIRST READING Isaiah 64:1-9 

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Isaiah… 
 

1
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the 

mountains would quake at your presence—
2
as when fire kindles brushwood 

and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name known to your 
adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

3
When you 

did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains 
quaked at your presence. 

4
From ages past no one has heard, no ear has 

perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who 
wait for him. 

5
You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you 

in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself 
we transgressed. 

6
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our 

righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our 
iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

7
There is no one who calls on your 

name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from 
us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

8
Yet, O Lord, you 

are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work 
of your hand. 

9
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember 

iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people.  
Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 “We Light the Advent Candles ” LS 9 
 (see music next page, verse 1)   

PRAYER 

THE LIGHTING OF THE FIRST CANDLE  Barlow/Cooper Family 

 “We Light the Advent Candles ” LS 9 
 (see music next page, verse 2)   
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SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Reader:   The second reading for today is recorded in the book of 1 Corinthians … 
 3

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4
I 

give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 
been given you in Christ Jesus, 

5
for in every way you have been enriched in 

him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—
6
just as the testimony of 

Christ has been strengthened among you—
7
so that you are not lacking in 

any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
8
He 

will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

9
God is faithful; by him you were called into 

the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL READING  Mark 13:24-37 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 
24

“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 

25
and the stars will be falling from 

heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26

Then they will see 
‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 

27
Then he will 

send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends 
of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

28
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as 

soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. 

29
So also, when you see these things taking place, you 

know that he is near, at the very gates. 
30

Truly I tell you, this generation will 
not pass away until all these things have taken place. 

31
Heaven and earth 

will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
32

“But about that day or 
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hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 

33
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will 

come. 
34

It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts 
his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to 
be on the watch. 

35
Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the 

master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrow, or at dawn, 

36
or else he may find you asleep when he comes 

suddenly. 
37

And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”  
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

 
 
Children’s Message Pastor Phil Carl 
 
THE PRAYGROUND 
 

 Children are invited to The Prayground for Bible lessons, activities, crafts and prayers. 

 
Sermon  Pastor Phil Carl 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY “My Lord, What a Morning” ELW 679   
 (see music on next page) 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
 People: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reader: With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and 

all who await God’s day of restoration. Call your church into holy fellowship as 

we await the restoration of all things. Reenergize your faithful people to live 

with hope and compassion, especially those who serve as missionaries near 

and far. Center us on your promise to come among us and make all things 

new. Merciful God,  

People: receive our prayer.  

Reader: All creation signals your presence, O God: the vastness of the cosmos, the 

turn of the seasons, and living things that both rest and flourish. Rekindle our 

commitment to care for the earth. Merciful God,  

People: receive our prayer.  

Reader: Let the nations tremble at your holy presence, that justice and liberation 

prevail in all corners of the earth. Restore peace to nations in conflict, teach 

righteousness to corrupt leaders and systems, and bring stability to areas 

facing uncertain futures. Merciful God,  

People: receive our prayer.   

Reader; Enrich the spirits of all who feel hopeless, fearful, or despairing. Stay close to 

those who await healing or relief (especially Shirley Onderdonk, Wayne 

Dunkley, Mack Keister, Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock). Deliver all in any 

need. Merciful God,  

People: receive our prayer.  

Reader: Be with those who keep awake at night: nurses working overnight shifts, 

caregivers of newborns and aging adults, stargazers, those who are anxious, 

or those who are traveling. Reveal to all that the dark can be a place of calm 

and comfort filled with your presence. Merciful God,  

People: receive our prayer.  

Reader: As we strive to call a new pastor for this congregation, send your Spirit to 

guide our decisions and those of all others in that process, so the outcome 

reflects your will for our future. Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer.  

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Reader: You have sent out your angels and gathered your faithful people from every 

time and place, calling them into one fellowship of saints. Bless the witness of 

those who dwell in your eternal presence. Merciful God,  

People: receive our prayer.  

Reader: Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your 

great and everlasting mercy.  

People: Amen. 
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GREETING & PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 

 We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 

Please be seated. 

    
  MEAL  
 
OFFERTORY   
  
OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
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Please stand as you are able. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Pastor: Generous God, 
People: God our provider, by your merciful hand abundance springs up from 

the earth. Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty. Let them 
be a sign of your steadfast love and faithfulness for all people, through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on the earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and 
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your 
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and 
accomplished our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray as the Lord has taught us: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: Come to the banquet, for now all is ready. 

Please be seated. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

Please stand as you are able. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Pastor: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you 

unto life eternal. 
People: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   

Pastor: Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all 
people to see together. Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim 
your good news of liberation and release, brought to birth in Jesus Christ 
our Savior. 

People: Amen. 
 
  
 SENDING  

BLESSING 

Pastor: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG “Hark, the Glad Sound” ELW 239 
 (see music on next page) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE “Ding, Dong, Merrily on High’” Mark A. Fletcher 
 Arr. by Larry Shackley 
 
 
 

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve to the world. 
 

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall. 
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Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the 
public domain unless otherwise indicated. Arrangement for DATH 9 “Kyrie” and ELW 257 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” are reprinted with permission obtained from One 
License with license #A-727155 . 
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PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 80:1-7,17-19  (not read during today’s service) 

 
1
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that are 

enthroned upon the cherubim. 
2
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 
3
Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon 

us, and we shall be saved. 
4
O Lord God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when 

your people pray? 
5
You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them 

bowls of tears to drink. 
6
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our 

enemies laugh us to scorn. 
7
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, 

and we shall be saved. 
17

Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you 
have made so strong for yourself. 

18
And so will we never turn away from you; give us 

life, that we may call upon your name. 
19

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face 
shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  


