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Announcements for November 26, 2023 

  
PRAYERS FOR OUR NJLC COMMUNITY  

**new names added this week (NJLC connection)  
Prayer Requests: Millie Shomaker (Rob Legard); Wayne Dunkley (NJLC member); Mack and Helen Keister 
(NJLC members); Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock (Judy Fox);  

ADULT BIBLE STUDY – APOSTLES’ CREED – TODAY:  Canceled  

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS—LAST DAY FOR ORDERS IS TODAY:  Christmas poinsettias will be 
ordered from C M Bloomers Florist ($12.75 each).  All Christmas Poinsettia order forms must be turned in to 
the church office or submitted online (https://tinyurl.com/NJLC-Poinsettias) by Sunday, November 26.  
Please include:  your name, name of person(s) being remembered/honored, the number of poinsettias and 
which bloom colors (red, white or pink) are requested.  Payments may be made through NJLC’s online giving 
portal, placed in the weekly offering or given/mailed to the church office.  Be sure to indicate “poinsettias” on 
the memo line of your check.  

HANGING OF THE GREENS – DECEMBER 2:  We need several helping hands, strong arms and some 
who can climb ladders to help decorate the sanctuary for Advent and Christmas.  Some expressed a willing-
ness to help if we scheduled the activity on Saturday rather than a day during the week.  This year the date has 
been set for Saturday, December 2 at 9:30 am.  Contact a member of the worship team (Pastor Phil, Mark 
Fletcher, Linda Heffern, Joyce Hoopengardner, Sarah Stillman, Sherry Whipple, or Diana Zapf) if you can 
help!  

ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING – DECEMBER 3:  NJLC members’ annual meeting will begin 
immediately following the church service in the sanctuary.  Please attend this important meeting as we look 
forward to 2024 at NJLC.  A quorum of voting members must be present to be able to hold votes on any deci-
sion concerning NJLC activities for the coming year.     

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS MUSICIANS:  We plan special music throughout the season of Advent and 
Christmas Eve as we prepare for and celebrate the birth of our Savior!  If you enjoy sharing your instrumental 
or vocal talents (either as a soloist or part of the special choir), reach out to Mark Fletcher at  
njlcmusic@gmail.com. Your participation will be greatly appreciated. Rehearsals will begin soon.  

WASHINGTON SÄNGERBUND ADVENT CONCERT – DECEMBER 10, 4:00 p.m.:  Join us for a hol-
iday concert with the Washington Sängerbund, the oldest continually operating chorus in the DC Metro area.  
The program will feature both English and German selections, and 100% of the offering will be given to the 
Western Loudoun Food Pantry. 

COOKIE DECORATING – DECEMBER 17:  Join us after church service for fellowship decorating holi-
day cookies.  The cookies and decorating supplies will be here, so bring your creativity and let’s have fun! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
December 2:  Hanging of the Greens (decorating sanctuary) 
December 3:  Annual Congregation Meeting 
December 10:  Washington Sängerbund Concert 
December 17:  Cookie Decorating 
December 24:  Children’s Christmas Pageant (10:00 am) & Christmas Eve Service (7:00 pm) 

LIFTERS FOR NOVEMBER: 

 
 

 

  Readers  Altar Flowers 

December 3 Mike Zapf   Edmundson 

December 10 Curtis Adams   Heffern 

December 17  Matt Jorgenson  Jim Freeman  Muhlenberg  

 Linda Heffern  Kate Freeman   

 Cooper Barlow  Barbara Tobler   

 Toni Chancellor-Adams  Rob Legard   
December 24 Jennifer Barlow   NJLC Council  

December 24 Garland Cooper   NJLC Council  
December 31 Sarah Stillman   TBD 
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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM 
A few items of note to help you in your time here today: 

 

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we 
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so. 
 

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook 
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you. 
 

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us 
in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a 
member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to 
receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow 
the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to the top of the center 
aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to step to the side to take an 
individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and then discard 
cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward, communion can be 
brought to you after all have communed at the front.  
 

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children 
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall 
downstairs with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard over 
the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday Morning Nursery, 
it is located in the end room of the education building. 
 

HANDICAP ACCESSABILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at 
the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to 
run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels. 
 

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit! 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180 

 

www.njlclovettsville.org 
 

Church Office 540-822-5576 officenjlc@gmail.com 
Pastor (703) 955-6714 pastor.njlc@gmail.com 

   
 

OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith 
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship. 

 

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by 
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation. 

The flowers on the alter are given by George and Joyce 
Hoopengardner to the glory of God and in grateful thanks for all his 
many blessings.  
 

To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2023 Flower 
Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office.  
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 Introduction 

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In 
the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, 
hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks 
the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate 
the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all 
things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his 
reign may be known in our loving words and deeds.  

 
    
  GATHERING  
 
READER FOR TODAY  Joyce Hoopengardner 

PRELUDE “Sing to the Lord of Harvest” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By Johanne Steurlien   

 We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude. 

 

 

WELCOME 

 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
GATHERING HYMN “Crown Him with Many Crowns” ELW 855 
 (see music on next page) 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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This   is   the   feast     of     vic- to-ry  for  our  God.   Al  - le  -  lu        -        ia 

Canticle of Praise 

Pastor: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray... 
People: O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and 

in him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know 
what is right and the strength to serve the world you have made, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
    
  THE WORD  

FIRST READING Ezekiel 34:11-16,20-24 

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Ezekiel… 
 

11
Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek 

them out. 
12

As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their 
scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the 
places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 
darkness. 

13
I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 

countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the 
mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of 
the land. 

14
I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of 

Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, 
and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 

15
I myself will 

be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the 
Lord God. 

16
I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will 

bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong 
I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 

20
Therefore, thus says the 

Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean 
sheep. 

21
Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the 

weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 
22

I will 
save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between 
sheep and sheep. 

23
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, 

and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 
24

And I, 
the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among 
them; I, the Lord, have spoken.  

Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING  Ephesians 1:15-23 

Reader:   The second reading for today is recorded in the book of Ephesians … 
 15

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 
saints, and for this reason 

16
I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 

remember you in my prayers. 
17

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you 
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come to know him, 
18

so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches 
of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 

19
and what is the 

immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the 
working of his great power. 

20
God put this power to work in Christ when he 

raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, 

21
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 

above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to 
come. 

22
And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head 

over all things for the church, 
23

which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all.  

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 25:31-46 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 
31

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, 
and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 

32
All 

the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 

33
and he 

will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 
34

Then the king 
will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; 

35
for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 

me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 
36

I was 
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naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was 
in prison and you visited me.’ 

37
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 

when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave 
you something to drink? 

38
And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 

welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 
39

And when was it that we 
saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 

40
And the king will answer them, 

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family you did it to me.’ 

41
Then he will say to those at his left 

hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels; 

42
for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I 

was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 
43

I was a stranger and you did 
not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison 
and you did not visit me.’ 

44
Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it 

that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 
and did not take care of you?’ 

45
Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, 

just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 
me.’ 

46
And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 

eternal life.”  
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

 
 
Children’s Message Pastor Phil Carl 
 
 
Sermon  Pastor Phil Carl 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “For the Fruit of All Creation” ELW 679   
 (see music on next page) 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
 People: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reader: Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. Holy God, from Christ we receive our call 

to feed, clothe, and welcome. Direct your church to respond to this call with 

faithfulness and generous love. We pray for the work of ELCA World Hunger 

and partnerships with global feeding ministries. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great.  

Reader: In Christ, the rock of our salvation, we are brought into union with all of 

creation. With mountains, seas, dry lands, and animals of the field, we seek 

your guidance and protection. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great.  

Reader: In Christ we know merciful judgment. Guide rulers of every nation in ways of 

humble leadership and wise decision-making. Allow aid to come to all who are 

underserved and care to any who are neglected. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great.  

Reader; In Christ we feel the depth of your love and care toward us. Nourish all who 

hunger, connect any who are isolated, and surround all who experience 

rejection or abuse. We pray for those who suffer (especially Millie Shomaker, 

Wayne Dunkley, Mack and Helen Keister, Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock). 

Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great.  

Reader: In Christ we are made the people of his pasture. Inspire the outreach and 

social ministries of this congregation (especially our Western Loudoun Food 

Pantry in this season of need). We pray for all people who serve and attend to 

the needs of others. Hear us, O God.   

People: Your mercy is great.  

Reader: In Christ we are made new. As we strive to call a new pastor for this 

congregation, send your Spirit to guide our decisions and those of all others in 

that process, so the outcome reflects your will for our future. God of grace, 

People: Your mercy is great.  

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Reader: We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  

People: Amen. 
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GREETING & PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 

 We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 

Please be seated. 

    
  MEAL  
 
OFFERTORY “Marche Royale in G” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By Henry Kihlken 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
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Please stand as you are able. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Pastor: Generous God, 
People: God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around 

your table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among 
them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give 
thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and 
care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign 
and Servant. Amen.  

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on the earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and 
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your 
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and 
accomplished our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray as the Lord has taught us: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: Come to the banquet, for now all is ready. 
 

Please be seated. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

Please stand as you are able. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Pastor: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you 

unto life eternal. 
People: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   

Pastor: Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the 
journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and 
give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way. 

People: Amen. 
 
  
 SENDING  

 

BLESSING 

Pastor: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG “Rejoice, For Christ is King!” ELW 430 
 (see music on next page) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE “The Trumpets of Heaven’” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By David Paxton 
 
 
 

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve to the world. 
 

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall. 
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Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the 
public domain unless otherwise indicated. Arrangement for DATH 9 “Kyrie” and ELW 679 “For the Fruit of All Creation” is reprinted with permission obtained from One 
License with license #A-727155 and CCLI License #11448643.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 95:1-7a  (not read during today’s service) 

 
 

1
Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 

2
Let 

us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to 
the Lord with psalms. 

3
For you, Lord, are a great God, and a great ruler above all 

gods. 
4
In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills are also yours. 

5
The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry land. 

6
Come, 

let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 
7a

For 
the Lord

|
 is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s 

hand  


