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Announcements for November 12, 2023 

  
PRAYERS FOR OUR NJLC COMMUNITY  

**new names added this week (NJLC connection)  
Prayer Requests: Millie Shomaker (Rob Legard); Wayne Dunkley (NJLC member); Mack and Helen Keister 
(NJLC members); Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock (Judy Fox);  
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED: AN ADULT BIBLE STUDY—TODAY: November 12 and 26 ten minutes 
after worship in the Education Building 
 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS:  Christmas poinsettias will be ordered from C M Bloomers Florist ($12.75 
each).  All Christmas Poinsettia order forms must be turned in to the church office or submitted online (https://
tinyurl.com/NJLC-Poinsettias) by Sunday, November 26.  Please include:  your name, name of person(s) be-
ing remembered/honored, the number of poinsettias and which bloom colors (red, white or pink) are request-
ed.  Payments may be made through NJLC’s online giving portal, placed in the weekly offering or given/
mailed to the church office.  Be sure to indicate “poinsettias” on the memo line of your check.  
 
CONSECRATION SUNDAY – NOVEMBER 19:  You are invited to bring your personal and private state-
ment of intended giving form in a sealed and stamped envelope next Sunday to be brought forward to the altar 
and consecrated.  Sign up to bring a dish and join in the potluck lunch after the service.    
 
HANGING OF THE GREENS – DECEMBER 2:  We need several helping hands, strong arms and some 
who can climb ladders to help decorate the sanctuary for Advent and Christmas.  Some expressed a willing-
ness to help if we scheduled the activity on Saturday rather than a day during the week.  This year the date has 
been set for Saturday, December 2 at 9:30 am.  Contact a member of the worship team (Pastor Phil, Mark 
Fletcher, Linda Heffern, Joyce Hoopengardner, Sarah Stillman, Sherry Whipple, or Diana Zapf) if you can 
help!    
 
ADVENT & CHRISTMAS MUSICIANS:  We plan special music throughout the season of Advent and 
Christmas Eve as we prepare for and celebrate the birth of our Savior!  If you enjoy sharing your instrumental 
or vocal talents (either as a soloist or part of the special choir), reach out to Mark Fletcher at  
njlcmusic@gmail.com. Your participation will be greatly appreciated. Rehearsals will begin soon.  
 
WASHINGTON SÄNGERBUND ADVENT CONCERT – DECEMBER 10:  Join us for a holiday concert 
with the Washington Sängerbund, the oldest continually operating chorus in the DC Metro area.  The program 
will feature both English and German selections, and 100% of the offering will be given to the Western 
Loudoun Food Pantry. 
 
COOKIE DECORATING – DECEMBER 17:  Join us after church service for fellowship decorating holi-
day cookies.  The cookies and decorating supplies will be here, so bring your creativity and let’s have fun! 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
November 19:  Consecration Sunday 
November 26:  Adult Bible Sunday  
December 2:  Hanging of the Greens (decorating sanctuary) 
December 3:  Annual Congregation Meeting 
December 10:  Washington Sängerbund Concert 
December 17:  Cookie Decorating 
December 24:  Children’s Christmas Pageant (10:00 am) & Christmas Eve Service (7:00 pm) 
 

LIFTERS FOR NOVEMBER: 

 
 

  Readers Altar Flowers 

November 19 Bill George  Karmen & Stillman  

November 26 Joyce Hoopengardner  TBD 
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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM 
A few items of note to help you in your time here today: 

 

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we 
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so. 
 

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook 
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you. 
 

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us 
in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a 
member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to 
receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow 
the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to the top of the center 
aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to step to the side to take an 
individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and then discard 
cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward, communion can be 
brought to you after all have communed at the front.  
 

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children 
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall 
downstairs with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard over 
the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday Morning Nursery, 
it is located in the end room of the education building. 
 

HANDICAP ACCESSABILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at 
the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to 
run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels. 
 

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit! 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180 

 

www.njlclovettsville.org 
 

Church Office 540-822-5576 officenjlc@gmail.com 
Pastor (703) 955-6714 pastor.njlc@gmail.com 

   
 

OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith 
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship. 

 

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by 
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation. 

The flowers on the altar given by Barbara Tritapoe to the glory of God 
and in memory of her parents, Minnie and Levin Tritapoe. 
 

The pumpkins and gourds on the altar and in the windows are provided 
by Wegmeyer Farms - Tyler and Harriet Wegmeyer. 
 

To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2023 Flower 
Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office.  
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 Introduction 

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to 
encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable 
of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, 
we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—
the marriage feast of the lamb.  

 
    
  GATHERING  
 
READER FOR TODAY  Toni Chancellor-Adams 

PRELUDE “Fugue in C Minor” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By J.S. Bach   

 We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude. 

 

 

WELCOME 

 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
GATHERING HYMN “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers” ELW 244 
 (see music on next page) 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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This   is   the   feast     of     vic- to-ry  for  our  God.   Al  - le  -  lu        -        ia 

Canticle of Praise 

Pastor: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray... 
People: O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the 

words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the 
needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

    
  THE WORD  

FIRST READING Amos 5:18-24 

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Amos… 
 

18
Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! Why do you want the day of 

the Lord? It is darkness, not light; 
19

as if someone fled from a lion, and was 
met by a bear; or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
and was bitten by a snake. 

20
Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 

and gloom with no brightness in it? 
21

I hate, I despise your festivals, and I 
take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

22
Even though you offer me your 

burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings 
of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. 

23
Take away from 

me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
24

But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing 
stream.  

Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Reader:   The second reading for today is recorded in the book of 1 Thessalonians … 
 13

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those 
who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no 
hope. 

14
For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 

through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 
15

For this we 
declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have 
died. 

16
For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s 

call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 

17
Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 

caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and 
so we will be with the Lord forever. 

18
Therefore encourage one another with 

these words.  
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL READING  Mark 12:41-43 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the twelfth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 41

He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money 
into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 

42
A poor widow came 

and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 
43

Then he 
called his disciples and said to them, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has 
put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury.  

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

 

 
Children’s Message Pastor Phil Carl 
 
 
Sermon  Pastor Phil Carl 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY “We Give Thee But Thine Own” ELW 686 
 (see music on next page) 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reader: Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. O God for whom we wait, come quickly to 

your people, bring your salvation, and center us in hope found only in you. 

Deepen our faith through meaningful worship and send us out with your justice 

and truth. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great.  

Reader: O God for whom we watch, we glimpse your power in rushing water and your 

beauty in the darkening night. Restore this creation, and provide clean water 

to all people and animals. Save us from foolish, wasteful living. Hear us, O 

God.  

People: Your mercy is great.  

Reader: O God for whom we long, let justice roll down like waters on all nations. Bless 

citizens with wise leaders; save your children from war. We pray for the 

veterans of this community, that they are supported and loved. Hear us, O 

God.  

People: Your mercy is great.  

Reader; O God, in whom we hope, we pray for all who are in need. Provide for those 

who experience homelessness or hunger, support the under- or unemployed, 

and comfort any who are suffering this day (especially). Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great.  

Reader: O God for whom we listen, inspire the music ministry of our congregation. Fill 

our worship with songs to proclaim your greatness. Help us to sing and dance 

with joy and tell boldly of your salvation. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great.  

Reader: O God in whom we trust, as we strive to call a new pastor for this 

congregation, send your Spirit to guide our decisions and those of all others in 

that process, so the outcome reflects your will for our future. God of grace, 

People: Your mercy is great.  

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Reader: We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  

People: Amen. 
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GREETING & PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 

Please be seated. 

    
  MEAL  
 
OFFERTORY “Diapson Movement (from a Voluntary)” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By John Bennett 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
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Please stand as you are able. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Pastor: Generous God, 
People: God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around 

your table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among 
them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give 
thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and 
care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign 
and Servant. Amen.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. By the witness of the saints you show us the hope 
of our calling, and strengthen us to run the race set before us, that we may 
delight in your mercy, and rejoice with them in glory. And so, with all the 
saints, with the choirs of angels and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and 
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your 
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and 
accomplished our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray as the Lord has taught us: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: Come to the banquet, for now all is ready. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Please stand as you are able. 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Pastor: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you 

unto life eternal. 
People: Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   

Pastor: Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the 
journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and 
give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way. 

People: Amen. 
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 SENDING  

 

BLESSING 

Pastor: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG “Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand” ELW 441 
 (see music on next page) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE “Postlude on ‘Kingsfold’” Mark A. Fletcher 
 based on a Traditional English Melody  
 
 
 

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve to the world. 
 

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall. 
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Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the 
public domain unless otherwise indicated. Arrangement for DATH 9 “Kyrie” and ELW 441 “Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand” is reprinted with permission obtained 
from One License with license #A-727155.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 70  (not read during today’s service) 

 
 

1
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; O Lord, make haste to help me. 

2
Let those who 

seek my life be put to shame and confounded; let those who take pleasure in my 
misfortune draw back and be disgraced. 

3
Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat 

over me turn back because of their shame. 
4
Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in 

you; let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the Lord!” 
5
But as for me, I 

am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. You are my helper and my deliverer; 
O Lord, do not tarry. 


