
  

  

 

19th Sunday After Pentecost 

October 8, 2023 

Worship Service 

New Jerusalem 

Lutheran Church 



2 

  

 
Announcements for October 8, 2023 

  

PRAYERS FOR OUR NJLC COMMUNITY  

**new names added this week (NJLC connection)  

Prayer Requests: Wayne Dunkley (NJLC member); Mack and **Helen Keister (NJLC mem-

bers); Jane Wichmann (Toni Chancellor-Adams); Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock (Judy Fox);  

 

“GOD’S WORK.OUR HANDS”:  Thanks for all who participated in the Sunday service, en-

joyed the meal, and helped out with the service activities after lunch.  We had a good response 

for the collection of food.  The first Sunday of each month now has been designated for food 

collection.   

   

THE APOSTLES’ CREED: AN ADULT BIBLE STUDY – begins TODAY at 11:15 am 

Will meet on October 8 and 22 and November 12 and 26. 

 Focus on the continued relevance of the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds today.  

 Look beyond the ancient wording to uncover underlying fundamental concepts of our 

faith.  

 These two Creeds connect us with Christian believers across time (past, present, future) and 

around the world.   

 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22, NJLC HAYRIDE:  Meet in the church parking lot at 3:00 pm and 

the hay ride will begin at 3:30.  After a ride on back roads near the church, everyone is invited 

to join for children’s activities, hot dogs, s’mores at the fire pit behind the education building.   

 

THANK YOU 

Tyler and Harriet Wegmeyer and Wegmeyer Farms have provided the pumpkins for decorating 

the sanctuary to create the festive fall look.  Thank you, Wegmeyer Farms!   

 

 

LIFTERS FOR OCTOBER: 

 
 

 

  Readers Altar Flowers 

October 8 Curtis Adams TBD 

October 15 Linda Heffern TBD 

October 22 Kate Freeman Garrett 

October 29 Mike Zapf Edmondson 
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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM 
A few items of note to help you in your time here today: 

 

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we 
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so. 
 

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook 
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you. 
 

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us 
in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a 
member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to 
receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow 
the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to the top of the center 
aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to step to the side to take an 
individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and then discard 
cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward, communion can be 
brought to you after all have communed at the front.  
 

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children 
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall 
downstairs with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard over 
the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday Morning Nursery, 
it is located in the end room of the education building. 
 

HANDICAP ACCESSABILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at 
the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to 
run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels. 
 

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit! 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180 

 

www.njlclovettsville.org 
 

Church Office 540-822-5576 officenjlc@gmail.com 
Pastor (703) 955-6714 pastor.njlc@gmail.com 

   
 

OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith 
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship. 

 

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by 
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation. 

The pumpkins and gourds on the altar and in the windows are 
provided by Wegmeyer Farms - Tyler and Harriet Wegmeyer. 
 
To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 
2023 Flower Chart located in the church hallway or contact the 
church office.  
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 Introduction 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of 
Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also 
speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness 
of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread 
so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection. 

 
    
  GATHERING  
 
READER FOR TODAY  Curtis Adams 
 
PRELUDE “Praise the Lord of Lords” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By Mark L. Williams  
 
 
 We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude. 

 
WELCOME 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

 
GATHERING HYMN “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” ELW 553 
 (see music on next page) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



6 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kyrie 
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This   is   the   feast     of     vic- to-ry  for  our  God.   Al  - le  -  lu        -        ia 

Canticle of Praise 

Pastor: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray... 
People: Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the 

inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by 
your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Please be seated. 
 

    
  THE WORD  

FIRST READING Isaiah 5:1-7 

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Isaiah… 
 

1
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My 

beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 
2
He dug it and cleared it of 

stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst 
of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it 
yielded wild grapes. 

3
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of 

Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 
4
What more was there to do for 

my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, 
why did it yield wild grapes? 

5
And now I will tell you what I will do to my 

vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down 
its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 

6
I will make it a waste; it shall not be 

pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also 
command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 

7
For the vineyard of 

the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his 
pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, 
but heard a cry!  

Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING  Psalm 80:7-15 

Reader: The second reading for today is recorded in the book of Psalms… 
7
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be 

saved. 
8
You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and 

planted it. 
9
You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land. 

10
The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar trees 

by its boughs. 
11

You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to 
the river. 

12
Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck 

off its grapes? 
13

The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of 
the field have grazed upon it. 

14
Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from 

heaven; 
15

behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has 
planted.  

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 21: 33-46 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the people:] 

33
“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 

planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a 
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another 
country. 

34
When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 

tenants to collect his produce. 
35

But the tenants seized his slaves and beat 
one, killed another, and stoned another. 

36
Again he sent other slaves, more 

than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 
37

Finally he sent his 
son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 

38
But when the tenants saw 

the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and 
get his inheritance.’ 

39
So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and 

killed him. 
40

Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 
those tenants?” 

41
They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 

miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him 
the produce at the harvest time.” 

42
Jesus said to them, “Have you never 

read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 

44
The one who 

falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom 
it falls.” 

45
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 

realized that he was speaking about them. 
46

They wanted to arrest him, but 
they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.  

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 

 

 
Children’s Message  Pastor Phil Carl 
 
 
Sermon  Pastor Phil Carl 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Can You Feel The Seasons Turning” ACS 1065 
 (see music on next page) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reader: Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. God of all grace, you are the source of life 
and joy. Strengthen the resolve of your church throughout the world, that 
together we press on toward the goal of your heavenly call in Jesus Christ. 
God of grace,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Reader: God of all creation, you plant and nourish the earth as your own precious 
vineyard. Bless fields and orchards and the hands of those who labor in them, 
that your people are fed with an abundant harvest of good fruit. God of grace,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Reader: God of all the earth, you desire peace and justice between nations and 
peoples. Guide leaders of nations, states, provinces, and cities, that they 
faithfully govern your people with wisdom, integrity, and compassion. God of 
grace,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Reader; God of all compassion, in Christ, you lovingly poured yourself out like wine for 
your people. Have mercy on all who mourn, who struggle with their mental 
health, who cry out for justice, who hunger, and all in any need, especially 
Wayne Dunkley, Mack and Helen Keister, Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock, 
Jane Wichmann. God of grace,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Reader: God of all steadfastness, you set Christ as the cornerstone and foundation of 
the church. Build up this congregation as living stones, that it stands in the 
community as a witness to your enduring faithfulness and love. God of grace,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Reader: God of unity, as we strive to call a new pastor for this congregation, send your 
Spirit to guide our decisions and those of all others in that process, so the 
outcome reflects your will for our future. Merciful God, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Reader: God of all hope, the saints who came before us lived and died with their hearts 
fixed on you. We give you thanks for their faithful witness, and we wait with 
hope for the great day when we join their voices in praise. God of grace,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Reader: Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

People: Amen. 
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GREETING & PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
    
  MEAL  
 
OFFERTORY “Crown Him Lord of All” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By James Ellor 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE 



15 

  

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Pastor: Generous God, 
People: God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your 

gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your 
Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.  

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on the earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and 
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your 
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and 
accomplished our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray as the Lord has taught us: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: Come to the banquet, for now all is ready. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Please stand as you are able. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Pastor: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you 

unto life eternal. 
People: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   

Pastor: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ 
Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us 
to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are 
satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
  
 SENDING  

BLESSING 

Pastor: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

 
 

SENDING SONG “God of the Fertile Fields” ACS 1063 
           (see music on next page) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE “Allegro Appassionato” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By Norman Landi 
 
 

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve to the world. 
 

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall. 
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Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the public 
domain unless otherwise indicated. Arrangement for DATH 9 “Kyrie”, ACS 1065 “Can You Feel the Seasons Turning”, and ACS 1063 “God of the Fertile Field”  are reprint-
ed with permission obtained from One License with license #A-727155.  
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TODAY’S EPISTLE:  Philippians 3:4b-14  (not read during today’s service) 

 
[Paul writes:] 

4b
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 

more: 
5
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 
6
as to zeal, a 

persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
7
Yet whatever 

gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
8
More than that, I 

regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in 
order that I may gain Christ 

9
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 

own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God based on faith. 

10
I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 
11

if 
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

12
Not that I have already 

obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

13
Beloved, I do not consider that I have 

made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, 

14
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly 

call of God in Christ Jesus.  


