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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM 
A few items of note to help you in your time here today: 

 

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we 
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so. 
 

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook 
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you. 
 

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us 
in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a 
member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to 
receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow 
the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to the top of the center 
aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to step to the side to take an 
individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and then discard 
cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward, communion can be 
brought to you after all have communed at the front.  
 

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children 
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall 
downstairs with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard over 
the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday Morning Nursery, 
it is located in the end room of the education building. 
 

HANDICAP ACCESSABILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at 
the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to 
run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels. 
 

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit! 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180 

 

www.njlclovettsville.org 
 

Church Office 540-822-5576 officenjlc@gmail.com 
Pastor (703) 955-6714 pastor.njlc@gmail.com 

   
 

OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith 
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship. 

 

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by 
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation. 

The altar flowers are given by Leah Onderdonk to the Glory of God and 
in memory of my grandmother, Libby Legard. 
 
To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2023 
Flower Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office.  
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 Introduction 

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s 
words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, 
Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is 
described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil with 
evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of 
our suffering world.  

 
    
  GATHERING  
 
 
READER FOR TODAY  Jennifer Barlow 
 
 
PRELUDE “Adagio (2nd movement of Sonata No. 1) ” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By Felix Mendelssohn 
 
 
 
 We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude. 

 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
 
GATHERING HYMN “For the Beauty of the Earth” ELW  879 
 (see music on next page) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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Canticle of Praise 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray... 
People: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for 

the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path 
of obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

    
  THE WORD  

FIRST READING Jeremiah 15:15-21 

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Isaiah… 
 

15
O Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me 

on my persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your 
account I suffer insult.

16
Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words 

became to me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, O Lord, 
God of hosts.

17
I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the 

weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation.
18

Why is my pain 
unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a 
deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 

19
Therefore thus says the Lord: If you turn back, I 

will take you back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not 
what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you 
who will turn to them.

20
And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they 

will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you 
and deliver you, says the Lord.

21
I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and 

redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.  
Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING  Romans 12:9-21 

Reader: The second reading for today is recorded in the book of Romans… 
 

[Paul writes:] 
9
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 

10
love 

one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 
11

Do not lag in 
zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 

12
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, 

persevere in prayer. 
13

Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to 
strangers.

14
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 

15
Rejoice 

with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 
16

Live in harmony with one 
another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than 
you are. 

17
Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the 

sight of all. 
18

If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with 
all. 

19
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is 

written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 
20

No, “if your enemies are 
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this 
you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 

21
Do not be overcome by evil, but 

overcome evil with good.  
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 16:21-26 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
21

From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began 
to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great 
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and on the third day be raised. 

22
And Peter took him aside and began 

to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to 
you.” 

23
But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 

stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but 
on human things.”

24
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. 

25
For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 

their life for my sake will find it. 
26

For what will it profit them if they gain the 
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

 
Children’s Message  Pastor Phil Carl 
 
Sermon  Pastor Phil Carl 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said ELW 667 
 (see music on next page) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reader: Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, 
creation, and the needs of our neighbors. God of life, your words are the joy at 
the heart of your church. Draw the seeker to you, place messages of hope and 
healing in the mouths of your witnesses, and open your children to your truth 
when we stumble. Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 

Reader: God of steadfast love, renew the earth by your Spirit, that lands and oceans 
reveal the beauty of your creation. Challenge us to live humbly and peaceably 
as part of your world. Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 

Reader: God of patience, lead those who govern to hold fast to what is good. Guide 
them to show honor to the people in their care. Overcome evil in all nations 
and grant peace to peoples and places mired in conflict. Merciful God,  

People: receive our prayer. 

Reader: God of deliverance, remember all who are suffering, lonely, and in pain. 
Liberate your people being insulted, persecuted, or in the grasp of the 
ruthless. Give endurance to workers who persevere on this Labor Day and 
insure fair wages and safe working environments. Merciful God,  

People: receive our prayer. 

Reader: God of justice, equip this congregation to boldly follow you in uncertain times 
and to remain faithful in prayer when facing challenges. Show us how best to 
love and care for one another and our communities, Especially Wayne 
Dunkley, Cheyenne Ketterer, Mack Keister, Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock. 
Merciful God,  

People: receive our prayer. 

Reader: God of wisdom, as we strive to call a new pastor for this congregation, send 
your Spirit to guide our decisions and those of all others in that process, so the 
outcome reflects your will for our future. Hear us, O God. 

People: receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Reader: God of glory, we give thanks for the saints who now dwell with you in splendor 
(especially Moses the Black, Monk and Martyr). Nurture us in faith until the 
day we join their heavenly song. Merciful God,  

People: receive our prayer. 

Reader: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the 
prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus 
Christ.  

People: Amen. 
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GREETING & PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 

 
Please be seated. 
    
  MEAL  
 
OFFERTORY “New Faith, New Life” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By Franklin Ritter 

 
OFFERATORY RESPONSE 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray. Merciful God, 
People: God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your 

gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your 
Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.  

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on the earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and 
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your 
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and 
accomplished our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray as the Lord has taught us: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: Come to the banquet, for now all is ready. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

Pastor: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you 
unto life eternal. 

People: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Pastor: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ 

Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us 
to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are 
satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

People: Amen. 
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 SENDING  

 

BLESSING 

Pastor: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG “Will You Come and Follow Me” ELW 798 
 (see music on next page, verses 1, 2, 5) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE “Grand Choeur” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By César Franck 
 

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve to the world. 
 

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall. 
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Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies License #SAS006365. ELW 798 “Will You Come and Follow Me” is reprinted with permission obtained from One License with license #A-727155.  All rights re-
served. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the public domain unless otherwise indicated.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 26:1-8  (not read during today’s service) 

 
 

1
Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity; I have trusted in 

the Lord and have not faltered.
2
Test me, O Lord, and try me; examine my heart and 

my mind. 
3
For your steadfast love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. 

4
I have not sat with the worthless, nor do I consort with the deceitful. 

5
I have hated the 

company of evildoers; I will not sit down with the wicked. 
6
I will wash my hands in 

innocence, O Lord, that I may go in procession round your altar, 
7
singing aloud a song 

of thanksgiving and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
8
Lord, I love the house in 

which you dwell and the place where your glory abides.  


