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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM 
A few items of note to help you in your time here today: 

 

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we 
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so. 
 

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook 
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you. 
 

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us 
in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a 
member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to 
receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow 
the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to the top of the center 
aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to step to the side to take an 
individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and then discard 
cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward, communion can be 
brought to you after all have communed at the front.  
 

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children 
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall 
downstairs with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard over 
the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday Morning Nursery, 
it is located in the end room of the education building. 
 

HANDICAP ACCESSABILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at 
the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to 
run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels. 
 

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit! 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180 

 

www.njlclovettsville.org 
 

Church Office 540-822-5576 officenjlc@gmail.com 
Pastor (703) 955-6714 pastor.njlc@gmail.com 

   
 

OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith 
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship. 

 

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by 
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation. 

The altar flowers are given by the Bloom family to the Glory of God and 
to our friends Megan and Austin Dowdney who lost their first born child 
on August 18th. Her name was Eleanor Paisley Dowdney. 
 
To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2023 
Flower Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office.  
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 Introduction 

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from 
which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of 
Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys 
to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our 
bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. 
From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed.  

 
    
  GATHERING  
 
 
READER FOR TODAY  Jim Freeman 
 
 
PRELUDE “Sing to His Name!” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By Gilbert M. Martin 
 
 
 
 We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude. 

 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
 
GATHERING HYMN “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation” ELW  645 
 (see music on next page) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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Canticle of Praise 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray... 
People: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the 

rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of 
your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Please be seated. 

    
  THE WORD  

FIRST READING Isaiah 51:1-6 

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Isaiah… 
 

1
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord. Look to the 

rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
2
Look to 

Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, 
but I blessed him and made him many. 

3
For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort 

all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden 
of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of 
song.

4
Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go 

out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples.
5
I will bring near my deliverance 

swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands 
wait for me, and for my arm they hope.

6
Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at 

the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a 
garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, 
and my deliverance will never be ended.  
Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING  Romans 12:1-8 

Reader: The second reading for today is recorded in the book of Romans… 
 

[Paul writes:] 
1
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, 

to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. 

2
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.

3
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you 

not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 

4
For as in 

one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same 
function, 

5
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 

members one of another. 
6
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 

prophecy, in proportion to faith; 
7
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 

8
the 

exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness.  
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 16:13-20 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
13

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 

14
And they said, “Some say 

John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 

15
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 

16
Simon Peter 

answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
17

And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 

18
And I tell you, you 

are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 
not prevail against it. 

19
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 

and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

20
Then he sternly ordered the 

disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

 
Children’s Message  Pastor Phil Carl 
 
Sermon  Pastor Phil Carl 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY The Church’s One Foundation ELW 654 
 (see music on next page) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reader: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for 
the church, those in need, and all of creation. God of Sarah and Abraham, 
inspire your church to pursue righteousness in its ministry. Equip us to share 
your compassion that unites us as one family of faith. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Remind us that from the beginning of creation, you knit together a world meant 
for harmony. Protect and restore the wasted places to joy and gladness. Hear 
us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Stir the leaders of nations and towns, militaries and courts, to respond to your 
teachings. Let your call for justice reach all people and bring deliverance 
where there is oppression. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Show your steadfast love and faithfulness to those in despair. Increase their 
strength, care for all who feel low, keep safe any in the midst of trouble, and 
protect vulnerable people from harm. We especially hold near and dear to our 
hearts the family of Greg Keister; the family of John Lemp; the family of Pastor 
Ray Michener; the family of Brittany Graves; the Dowdney and Kenny families; 
Jane Wichmann; Wayne Dunkley; Cheyenne Ketterer; Mack Keister; Dean 
Fox and Peggy Glascock. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Encourage those who offer their gifts and talents in service to your church. 
Energize this congregation’s rostered and lay leaders, musicians, teachers, 
greeters, and administrators so they may be transformed in sharing your 
grace. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Lead us as we strive to call a new pastor for this congregation, send your 
Spirit to guide our decisions and those of all others in that process, so the 
outcome reflects your will for our future. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Reader: God of all the saints, death is overcome in Christ’s resurrection. We rejoice 
with the faithful departed. Sustain us in hope until we come at last to our 
heavenly home. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of 
the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.  

People: Amen. 
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GREETING & PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 

 
Please be seated. 
    
  MEAL  
 
OFFERTORY “Largo (from Organ Concerto in G minor)” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By G.F. Handel 

 
OFFERATORY RESPONSE 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray. Merciful God, 
People: God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good 

things. Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your 
graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on the earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and 
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your 
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and 
accomplished our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray as the Lord has taught us: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: Come to the banquet, for now all is ready. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

Pastor: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you 
unto life eternal. 

People: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Pastor: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at 

your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the 
world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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 SENDING  

 

BLESSING 

Pastor: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG “O Savior, Precious Savior” ELW 820 
 (see music on next page) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE “March from ‘Scipio’” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By G.F. Handel 
 
 

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve to the world. 
 

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall. 
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Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the public 
domain unless otherwise indicated.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 138  (not read during today’s service) 

 
 

1
I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing 

your praise.
2
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of 

your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word 
above all things.

3
When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within 

me. 
4
All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, when they have heard the 

words of your mouth.
5
They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of 

the Lord.
6
The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from 

afar.
7
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your 

hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.
8
You will make 

good your purpose for me; O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not 
abandon the works of your hands.  


