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New Jerusalem Lutheran Church
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Church Office 540-822-5576 officenjlc(@gmail.com
Vo EAR  Pastor (703) 955-6714 pastor.njlc@gmail.com

OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship.

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation.

WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM

A few items of note to help you in your time here today:

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so.

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you.

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us
in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a
member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to
receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow
the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to the top of the center
aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to step to the side to take an
individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and then discard
cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward, communion can be
brought to you after all have communed at the front.

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall
downstairs with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard over
the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday Morning Nursery,
it is located in the end room of the education building.

HANDICAP ACCESSABILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at
the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to
run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels.

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit!

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God in thankfulness for the
blessing of 57 years of marriage by Joe & Linda Heffern.

To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2023
Flower Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office.




Introduction

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In
today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree
that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured peairl,
a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great
surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!

GATHERING

READER FOR TODAY Joel Lemp

PRELUDE “Elegy” Mark A. Fletcher
By William Walton

We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude.

WELCOME

Please stand as you are able.

GATHERING HYMN “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” ELW 533
(see on next page; verses 1-3)



Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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I O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, 1 come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak,O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in-deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.

where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’'n on earth must be.
let  my soul, where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp -ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine

may I un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed 1s this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit - ful un - to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun-tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.
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Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672—1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Kyrie
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Chri - ste e - le - 1-son Christ, have mer - cy.
Christ, . . . . have mer - cy:
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Ky-mn-e e - le - 1-son: Lord, have mer - cy.
Lord, . . . . have mer - cy:




Canticle of Praise
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry toGod in the high - est;
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en - ly king, al-might-y God and Fa- ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praiseyou for your glo - ry.
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry toGod in the high - est;
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the
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right hand of the Fa - ther: re- ceive our prayer.
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glo- ry to God, glo - ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor:  Let us pray...

People: Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with
firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your
kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

THE WORD

FIRST READING | Kings 3:5-12

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of | Kings...

°At Gibeon the Lord a peared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask
what | should give you.” "And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love
to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. “And
now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David,
although | am only a little child; | do not know how to go out or come in. ®And your
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so
numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. °Give your servant therefore an
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for
who can govern this your great people?”'°It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked
this. ""God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself
long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern what is right, '“I now do according to your word. Indeed | give
you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like
you shall arise after you.” .
Reader: Word of God. Word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 8:26-39

Reader: The second reading for today is recorded in the book of Romans...

*The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. ?’And God, who searches
the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the
saints according to the will of God.”*We know that all things work together for good for
those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. **For those whom he
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he
might be the firstborn within a large family. *°And those whom he predestined he also
called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also
glorified.*'What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us? **He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not
with him also give us everything else? **Who will bring any charge against God’s



elect? It is God who justifies. **Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes,
who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. *Who
will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? %As it is written, “For your sake we are being
killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

Reader:
People:

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - e - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia.
GOSPEL READING Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.

People: Glory to you, O Lord.

*"[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a

mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;**it is the smallest of
all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches.”**He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all
of it was leavened.”**The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a
field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that
he has and buys that field.***Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant in search of fine pearls; “°on finding one pearl of great value, he
went and sold all that he had and bought it.*"“Again, the kingdom of heaven
is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every

kind; **when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into
baskets but threw out the bad. **So it will be at the end of the age. The
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous *’and throw
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.’™“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” >*And he said
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to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of

heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what
is new and what is old.”

Pastor:
People:
Please be seated.

Children’s Message
Sermon

Please stand as you are able.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor Phil Carl

Pastor Phil Carl

HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision ELW 793
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1 Be thou my vl - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es | heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
N |
A i i i I - I =
mame = =———=  ————
naught be all else  to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:
may 1 reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow'r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-19335, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
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APOSTLES’ CREED

People: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:

Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for
the church, those in need, and all of creation. Almighty God, we pray for the
church and all servants of the gospel. Equip rostered and lay ministers to
proclaim that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
Form confirmands and catechumens into disciples. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, we pray for the well-being of creation. Safeguard the
environment, clean polluted rivers and lakes, preserve the mighty tree and the
tiny mustard seed, and send advocates for sustainable practices. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Compassionate God, we pray for the nations. Instill in all who govern the
ability to discern between good and evil, free those who are oppressed, and
protect those facing danger. Promote peace across the world and in our towns
and neighborhoods. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Merciful God, we pray for all in any need. Protect those fleeing from war,
shelter any who are in poverty, clothe the naked, soothe all who grieve, and
heal the sick (Cheyenne Ketterer; Family of Richard (Dick) Sullivan; Bill Cole;
Ann Shomaker; Ozan Tankut; Sarah Stillman; Mack and Greg Keister; Dean
Fox and Peggy Glascock). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy God, we pray for this congregation, both those gathered today and those
absent from our assembly. Grant safety to travelers and refreshment and
safety for children attending summer camps or community programs. Give
direction to any experiencing life transitions. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Benevolent God, as we strive to call a new pastor for this congregation, send
your Spirit to guide our decisions and those of all others in that process, so the
outcome reflects your will for our future. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal God, we give thanks for your saints who now rest from their labors.
Inspire us by their witness to treasure the gospel, and continually nourish us
with your grace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the
one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
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GREETING & PEACE

Pastor:
People:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors.

Please be seated.

MEAL
OFFERTORY “2nd movement from Fantasia No. 2” Mark A. Fletcher
By G.P. Telleman
OFFERATORY RESPONSE
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Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor:
People:

Let us pray. Merciful God,

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good
things. Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your
graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on the earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor:

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave
your only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have
eternal life. Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and
accomplished our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again,
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor:
People:

Let us pray as the Lord has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Pastor:  Come to the banquet, for now all is ready.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION MUSIC

HOLY COMMUNION

Mark A. Fletcher
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Please stand as you are able.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

Pastor:

People:

unto life eternal.

Amen.
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The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor:

People:

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at
your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the
world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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SENDING

BLESSING

Pastor:  Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
People: Amen.

SENDING SONG “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” ELW 543

(see music on next page)

DISMISSAL

Pastor:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Finale in C Minor” Mark A. Fletcher
By Stanley Saxton

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve to the world.

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall.
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Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv-en,  at peace and pure.
3 “QGo, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my Oown.
Here vyou learned how much 1 love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the public
domain unless otherwise indicated. ELW 543 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” is reprinted with permission obtained from One License with license #A-727155.
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PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 119: 129-136 (not read during today’s service)

'%Your decrees are wonderful; therefore | obey them with all my heart.”*®When your
word is opened it gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.”'l open my mouth
and pant because | long for your commandments. **Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as you always do to those who love your name."**Order my footsteps in your word:; let
no iniquity have dominion over me."**Rescue me from those who oppress me, and | will
keep your commandments.'*°Let your face shine upon your servant and teach me your
statutes.”*®My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep your teaching.
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