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OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship.

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation.

WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM

A few items of note to help you in your time here today:

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so.

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you.

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us
in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a
member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to
receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow
the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to the top of the center
aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to step to the side to take an
individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and then discard
cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward, communion can be
brought to you after all have communed at the front.

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall
downstairs with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard over
the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday Morning Nursery,
it is located in the end room of the education building.

HANDICAP ACCESSABILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at
the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to
run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels.

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit!

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
our grandmother Pauline Rodeffer Hickman and in honor of the 61st
Hickman Reunion, by Marilyn Edmondson and Dick Hickman.

To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2023
Flower Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office.




Introduction

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and
the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long
for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both
weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and
from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

GATHERING

READER FOR TODAY Rob Legard

PRELUDE “With Peace in My Soul” Mark A. Fletcher
By David Paxton

We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude.

WELCOME

Please stand as you are able.

GATHERING HYMN “Gather Us In” ELW 532

(see music on next page; verses 1, 3, 4)



Gather Us In

n # | [ ——— 3
¥ —— e T
GF | e e e e )
J ¥ ’ . &
I Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, mnot in some heav - en,
n " I I ! "
¥ oy T ] ! - I K
i i i s . £ |t o s
- r o
van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
0 4
7 — l
. > ——— |
) ' e bre & o_______ 0O
brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is  the king - dom, and now is the day.
0 &
P A . I \ | L
F 4N o I ' | | N | h I ' | | N
{c—— | — ! D B i E— — i
&
Gath-er wus in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us 1in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er gath-er us in and
Do —_— e e S
G- . | e e o o+ 1T —
P B |
J . 4 [
blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low - ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth-er,
0 4
i — I ! I | ]
| | | i i
P P ] ]
J T L 3 L a.\\_—'_/a.
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lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S, Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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Canticle of Praise
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor:  Let us pray...

People: Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with
firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your
kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

THE WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 44:6-8

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Isaiah...

*Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: | am
the first and | am the last; besides me there is no god.”"Who is like me? Let them
proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old
the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be.®Do not fear, or be afraid; have |
not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god
besides me? There is no other rock; | know not one.

Reader: Word of God. Word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 8:12-25

Reader: The second reading for today is recorded in the book of Romans...

'S0 then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to
the flesh—"*for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put
to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God
are children of God. "°For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, "and if children, then
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we
may also be glorified with him."®| consider that the sufferings of this present time are
not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. '°For the creation waits
with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; **for the creation was
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in
hope ?'that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. “We know that the whole creation has
been groaning in labor pains until now; **and not only the creation, but we ourselves,
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies. **For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not
hope. For who hopes for what is seen? “°But if we hope for what we do not see, we
wait for it with patience.

Reader. Word of God. Word of Life.
People: Thanks be to God.



Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
7 I ‘i T
y— o : ) . o
’Y) —l ] &
Al - e - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
N
A 1y m| I J | — I
v |. | _‘ 0 .
3, . e .
Al - le - Iu - ia. You have the words of e - ter- nal life.
N
A - — ) |
7 ; ¢ e e
'Y
Al - e - Iu - ia, al - le - lu - ia.
GOSPEL READING Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.

People:

Glory to you, O Lord.

4[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be

Pastor:
People:

compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat, and then went away. %350 when the plants came up and bore grain,
then the weeds appeared as well. 2’And the slaves of the householder came
and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where,
then, did these weeds come from?’ ?®He answered, ‘An enemy has done
this.” The slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather

them?’ °But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot
the wheat along with them. *°Let both of them grow together until the
harvest; and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my
barn.’”*Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the
field.” >’"He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of

Man; Bthe field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, *and the enemy who
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers
are angels. “*Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will
it be at the end of the age. *'The Son of Man will send his angels, and they
will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, ““and they
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. **Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom
of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



Please be seated.

Children’s Mess
Sermon

Please stand as you

age

are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Phil Carl

Pastor Phil Carl

“On What Has Now Been Sown”

On What Has Now Been Sown
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: DARWALL'S 148TH, John Darwall, 1731-1789
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APOSTLES’ CREED

People: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

11



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:

Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for
the church, those in need, and all of creation. O God, you call your church to
announce the gospel of reconciliation and truth both near and far. Guide your
church as it seeks your wisdom and shares it, trusting your Spirit bearing
witness among us. Hear us, O God. .

Your mercy is great.

You brought forth all creation and called it good. Direct policymakers to protect
lands and seas. Bring rain to sun-parched fields and protect areas impacted
by natural disasters. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You desire peace among nations and peoples. Guard our neighborhoods from
hatred, watch over police officers and firefighters, and teach us to advocate for
those who live in fear. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You are gracious and merciful, comforting those who suffer death or any
affliction especially the family of Richard Sullivan, Bill Cole, Ann Shomaker,
Ozon Tankut, Sarah Stillman, Mack and Greg Keister, Dean Fox and Peggy
Glascock. Sustain your people living with HIV/ AIDS, provide shelter for all
who are unhoused, and release any who are unjustly imprisoned. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

You name each of us as your children. Guide our hospitality ministry to
welcome all, our education ministry to equip us for faithful living, and our social
ministry to enact the gospel in our community. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You inspire some to preach, teach, and care for members. As we strive to call
a new pastor for this congregation, send your Spirit to guide our decisions and
those of all others in that process, so the outcome reflects your will for our
future. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You send faithful people to proclaim freedom from bondage and to renew your
church. Encourage us by the witness of the faithful departed, so that we live
into that same hope. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the
one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

12



GREETING & PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Pastor:
People:

We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors.

Please be seated.

MEAL
OFFERTORY Mark A. Fletcher
OFFERATORY RESPONSE
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Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor:
People:

Let us pray. Merciful God,

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good
things. Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your
graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on the earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

14



HOLY, HOLY

N

ANALY.

i lh 1 1
N —y | —o—
| . . .

Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho ly Lord, God of pow-er and
Q ‘ | K
i = 2 —
AN I /
o) ! ~—
might, heav - en and earth are full of your glo - ry.
8]
V J J J J }
'Ir\“ ] ] ] ] [
=== —— — 4 .
Ho-san - na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who
n J J
V J J J I I J J
raY ] ] ] d d’ 1 - ] ]
RS —E— 2 & S —— —
Q) E e
comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the
n } J
25 e |
&y e = e
U T
high - estt Ho- san - na in the high - est

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor:

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave
your only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have
eternal life. Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and
accomplished our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again,
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor:
People:

Let us pray as the Lord has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Pastor:  Come to the banquet, for now all is ready.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION MUSIC

HOLY COMMUNION

Mark A. Fletcher
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Please stand as you are able.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

Pastor:

People:

unto life eternal.

Amen.
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The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor:

People:

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at
your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the
world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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SENDING

BLESSING

Pastor:  Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
People: Amen.

SENDING SONG “The Church’s One Foundation” ELW 654

(see music on next page, verses 1, 4, 5)

DISMISSAL

Pastor:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Sing to the Lord!” Mark A. Fletcher
By Lani Smith

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve to the world.

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall.
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The Church’s One Foundation
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From heav’'n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi-sion glo - rious her long -ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.

and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.
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Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876

Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the public
domain unless otherwise indicated. ELW 532 “Gather Us In” is reprinted with permission obtained from One License with license #A-727155.

19



PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 86: 11-17 (not read during today’s service)

"Teach me your way, O LoRD, and | will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart
to revere your name. "%l will thank you, O Lord my God, with ' all my heart, and glorify
your name forevermore."*For great is your | love toward me; you have delivered me
from the pit of death."The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent
people ! seeks my life; they have not set you before their eyes. °But you, O Lord, are
gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth."®Turn to
me and have mercy on me; give your strength to your servant, and save the child of
your handmaid."”Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it
and be put to shame; because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.
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