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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM 
A few items of note to help you in your time here today: 

 

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we 
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so. 
 

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook 
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you. 
 

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us 
in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a 
member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to 
receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow 
the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to the top of the center 
aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to step to the side to take an 
individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and then discard 
cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward, communion can be 
brought to you after all have communed at the front.  
 

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children 
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall 
downstairs with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard over 
the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday Morning Nursery, 
it is located in the end room of the education building. 
 

HANDICAP ACCESSABILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at 
the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to 
run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels. 
 

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit! 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180 

 

www.njlclovettsville.org 
 

Church Office 540-822-5576 officenjlc@gmail.com 
Pastor (703) 955-6714 pastor.njlc@gmail.com 

   
 

OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith 
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship. 

 

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by 
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation. 

The altar flowers are given by Nancy Orndorff to the glory of God and 
in the memory of Bernard Orndorff. 
 
 
To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2023 
Flower Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office.  
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 Introduction 

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also 
like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the 
earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. 
At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

  
    
  GATHERING  
 
 
READER FOR TODAY  Curtis Adams 
 
 
PRELUDE “Children of the Heavenly Father’” Mark A. Fletcher 
 Based on a Swedish folk melody 
 
 We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude. 

 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
 
GATHERING HYMN “God Is Here!” ELW  526 
 (see music on next page) 

 



4 

  



5 

  

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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Canticle of Praise 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray... 
People: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. 

By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, 
and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

    
  THE WORD  

FIRST READING Isaiah 55:10-13 

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Isaiah… 
 

10
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there 

until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the 
sower and bread to the eater,

11
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it 

shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed 
in the thing for which I sent it.

12
For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the 
field shall clap their hands.

13
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of 

the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an 
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.  
Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING  Romans 8:1-11 

Reader: The second reading for today is recorded in the book of Romans… 
 1

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
2
For the 

law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 
death. 

3
For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned 
sin in the flesh, 

4
so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 

not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
5
For those who live according to 

the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 

6
To set the mind on the flesh is death, 

but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 
7
For this reason the mind that is set 

on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 
8
and 

those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
9
But you are not in the flesh; you are in 

the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of 
Christ does not belong to him. 

10
But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead 

because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
11

If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give 
life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.  
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 

2
Such great 

crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the 
whole crowd stood on the beach. 

3
And he told them many things in 

parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 
4
And as he sowed, some 

seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
5
Other seeds 

fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 

6
But when the sun rose, they were 

scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 
7
Other seeds fell 

among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
8
Other seeds fell 

on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. 

9
Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 
18

“Hear then the parable of the sower. 
19

When anyone hears the word of 
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 

20
As for 

what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; 

21
yet such a person has no root, but 

endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account 
of the word, that person immediately falls away. 

22
As for what was sown 

among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world 
and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 

23
But as for 

what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”  

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 

 
Children’s Message  Pastor Phil Carl 
 
Sermon  Pastor Phil Carl 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” ELW 697 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reader: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for 
the church, those in need, and all of creation. Guide your church, O God, to 
sow seeds of forgiveness and righteousness on good soil. Direct your people 
to proclaim your love in this congregation and throughout the world. Hear us, 
O God. .  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Sustain your creation, O God, by sending favorable weather, causing trees 
and fields to grow, protecting waterways from pollution, and instilling in all 
people the need to be good stewards. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Maintain peace among all people, O God, and raise up lawyers to work for 
justice in the courts, advocates to speak for the downtrodden, and politicians 
to work on behalf of the common good. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Heal those who are sick, O God (especially). Guide health care workers to 
care for those who suffer, scientists to conduct lifesaving research, and 
counselors to care for victims of sexual abuse and exploitation. Hear us, O 
God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Answer the prayers of those gathered in worship, O God. Protect those who 
travel near and far, accompany visitors to this congregation, and nurture our 
faith. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: As we strive to call a new pastor for this congregation, send your Spirit to 
guide our decisions and those of all others in that process, so the outcome 
reflects your will for our future.  God in your mercy, 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Reader: Inspire us by the faithful departed, O God, examples of your embodied love, 
whose confidence in the resurrection guides us in living lives worthy of the 
gospel. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the 
one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.  

People: Amen. 
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GREETING & PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 

 
Please be seated. 
    
  MEAL  
 
OFFERTORY Mark A. Fletcher 
 
OFFERATORY RESPONSE 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray. Merciful God, 
People: God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good 

things. Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,and multiply your 
graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on the earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and 
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave 
your only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have 
eternal life. Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and 
accomplished our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, 
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray as the Lord has taught us: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: Come to the banquet, for now all is ready. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC Mark A. Fletcher 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

Pastor: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you 
unto life eternal. 

People: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Pastor: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at 

your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the 
world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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 SENDING  

 

BLESSING 

Pastor: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” ELW 886 
 (see music on next page, verses 1-3, 6) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE “Triumphant Finale” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By Thomas Bliss 

 
 

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve to the world. 
 

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall. 
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Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the public 
domain unless otherwise indicated. ELW 526 “God is Here!” is reprinted with permission obtained from One License with license #A-727155.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 65: [1-8]9-13  (not read during today’s service) 

 
1
You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled.

2
To you, the one 

who answers prayer, to you all flesh shall come.
3
Our sins are stronger than we are, but 

you blot out our transgressions.
4
Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your 

courts to dwell there! They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness 
of your temple.

5
Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our 

salvation, O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.
6
You make 

firm the mountains by your power; you are girded about with might.
7
You still the roaring 

of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.
8
Those who dwell 

at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; you make the dawn and 
the dusk to sing for joy.] 

9
You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very 

plenteous; the river of God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for 
the earth.

10
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you 

soften the ground and bless its increase.
11

You crown the year with your goodness, and 
your paths overflow with plenty.

12
May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 

and the hills be clothed with joy.
13

May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and 
the valleys cloak themselves with grain; let them shout for joy and sing  


