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Announcements for July 9, 2023 
  
PRAYERS FOR OUR NJLC COMMUNITY  
**new names added this week (NJLC connection)  
 
Prayer Requests: 
**Bill Cole (Cecelia Cole); Ann Shomaker (NJLC member); Ozon Tankut (NJLC 
member); Sarah Stillman (NJLC member); Mack and Greg Keister (NJLC mem-
bers); Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock (Judy Fox) 
 
INDOOR SERVICE AND POT LUCK MEAL ON JULY 2   
Thanks to all who attended the service, which was moved from outside to inside 
because of the weather, and the pot luck meal following the service.  The sermon 
message was inspiring, the service included national hymns in celebration of our 
nation’s birth and thanks for God’s great faithfulness which has brought us this 
far, and the food delicious and plentiful.  Both the service and meal were enjoyed 
by all.  
 
SUMMER DUTCH BRUNCH WITH PASTOR:  Pastor Phil is launching a sum-
mer program to get to know the congregation better.  He would be available on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9 (or earlier) to 12 to meet at a local 
eating establishment for breakfast, brunch, or lunch.  Sundays after church could 
work well for those who are not available weekdays.  If you are interested in set-
ting up a time, respond by e-mail to Pastor Phil and he will contact you.   
 
FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS CONTINUE TO BE NEEDED 
Items in the greatest need at this time are laundry and dish detergent, canned 
corn, canned chicken, canned mandarin oranges, dry lentils, kidney beans, pinto 
beans, black pepper, mustard, mayonnaise, fruit juice, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
strawberry jam, size 5 diapers.  Cash donations and grocery gift cards (Weiss, 
Giant) are always welcome. 
 
FELLOWSHIP HOUR SPONSORS:   Volunteers are needed to sponsor a fellow-
ship hour after a Sunday service.  Please consider signing up on the schedule 
located by the kitchen.  Volunteers need to set up/clean up as well as donating 
drinks and light goodies.   
 
ALTAR FLOWERS:  August 20 and 27 Sundays are available for altar flower 
sign-up.  Dedicating the altar flowers is a wonderful way to honor, celebrate or re-
member someone!  Sign-up on the flower chart in the church hallway or contact 
the church office.  
 
STAY TUNED FOR UPCOMING EVENTS: 
September 10:  Rally Day  
September 24:  Oktoberfest Sunday 
October 1:  “God’s Work.Our Hands” Sunday    
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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM 
A few items of note to help you in your time here today: 

 

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we 
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so. 
 

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook 
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you. 
 

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us 
in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a 
member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to 
receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow 
the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to the top of the center 
aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to step to the side to take an 
individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and then discard 
cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward, communion can be 
brought to you after all have communed at the front.  
 

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children 
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall 
downstairs with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard over 
the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday Morning Nursery, 
it is located in the end room of the education building. 
 

HANDICAP ACCESSABILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at 
the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to 
run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels. 
 

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit! 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180 

 

www.njlclovettsville.org 
 

Church Office 540-822-5576 officenjlc@gmail.com 
Pastor (703) 955-6714 pastor.njlc@gmail.com 

   
 

OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith 
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship. 

 

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by 
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation. 

The altar flowers are given by Wanda English to the glory of God and 
in loving memory of Gary English. 
 
 
To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2023 
Flower Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office.  
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 Introduction 

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus 
associates with those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we 
struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We 
gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” 
Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls.  

 
    
  GATHERING  
 
 
READER FOR TODAY  Amanda Zlato 
 
 
PRELUDE “Sweet Hour of Prayer’” Mark A. Fletcher 
 Arr by Gregg Sewell 
 
 We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude. 

 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
 
GATHERING HYMN “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” ELW  520 
 (see music on next page) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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Canticle of Praise 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray... 
People: You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for 

yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that 
we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

    
  THE WORD  

FIRST READING Zechariah 9:9-12 

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Zechariah… 
  

9
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your 

king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on 
a colt, the foal of a donkey.

10
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse 

from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to 
the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of 
the earth.

11
As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set 

your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
12

Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of 
hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double.  
Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING  Romans 7:15-25a 

Reader: The second reading for today is recorded in the book of Romans… 
 15

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate. 

16
Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 

17
But in fact it 

is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
18

For I know that nothing good 
dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 

19
For I do 

not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 
20

Now if I do what I do 
not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.

21
So I find it to be a law 

that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 
22

For I delight in the law of 
God in my inmost self, 

23
but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my 

mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
24

Wretched man 
that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 

25a
Thanks be to God through 

Jesus Christ our Lord!  
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 

16
“To what will I compare this generation? It is like 

children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
17

‘We played 
the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not 
mourn.’

18
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 

demon’; 
19

the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a 
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is 
vindicated by her deeds.”

25
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord 

of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise 
and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 

26
yes, Father, for such 

was your gracious will. 
27

All things have been handed over to me by my 
Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him.

28
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest. 
29

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

30
For 

my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



12 

  

 
 
 
Please be seated. 

 
 
Children’s Message  Pastor Phil Carl 
 
 
Sermon  Pastor Phil Carl 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Be Thou My Vision” ELW 793 
 (see music on next page) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reader: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for 
the church, those in need, and all of creation. God of the covenant, you call 
ministers to proclaim your gospel of grace throughout the world. Inspire 
pastors, deacons, church musicians, and all ministers of your word as they 
carry out your work. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: God of all creation, you reveal your goodness through all you have made: 
rivers and seas, plants and animals, and endangered species. Prosper the 
work of conservation organizations, botanical gardens, zoos, and wildlife 
sanctuaries. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: God of the nations, you desire that all the peoples of the world live in peace. 
Guide government leaders at all levels—national, state/province, and local—to 
work for justice, mercy, and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader; God of compassion, you bring healing to those who are sick, consolation to 
those who are grieving, and well-being to those who are distraught. Send 
skilled caregivers to all in need, especially Bill Cole, Ann Shomaker, Ozon 
Tankut, Sarah Stillman, Mack and Greg Keister, Dean Fox and Peggy 
Glascock, and make your presence known among all who suffer. Hear us, O 
God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: God of rejoicing, you have brought us together this day to worship around 
word and sacrament. Encourage children in their learning and growing, and 
watch over those who are absent today. Lead us all to places of renewal and 
refreshment. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: God of Grace, as we strive to call a new pastor for this congregation, send 
your Spirit to guide our decisions and those of all others in that process, so the 
outcome reflects your will for our future.  God in your mercy, 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Reader: God of all faithfulness, through the witness of the faithful departed you reveal 
love in action. Embolden us by their example to build up the beloved 
community in all the contexts we encounter. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the 
one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.  

People: Amen. 
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GREETING & PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 

 
Please be seated. 
    
  MEAL  
 
OFFERTORY Mark A. Fletcher 
 
OFFERATORY RESPONSE 



17 

  

 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray. Merciful God, 
People: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on the earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and 
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave 
your only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have 
eternal life. Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and 
accomplished our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, 
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray as the Lord has taught us: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: Come to the banquet, for now all is ready. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC Mark A. Fletcher 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

Pastor: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you 
unto life eternal. 

People: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Pastor: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at 

your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the 
world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

 
People: Amen. 
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 SENDING  

BLESSING 

Pastor: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” ELW 807 
 (see music on next page) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE “Choral Song” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By Samuel S. Wesley 

 
 

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve to the world. 
 

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall. 
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Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the public 
domain unless otherwise indicated.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 145: 8-14  (not read during today’s service) 

 
  

8
The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love.
9
Lord, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your 

works.
10

All your works shall praise you, O Lord, and your faithful ones shall bless 
you.

11
They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power,

12
that all 

people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13

Your 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.

14
The Lord 

upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.  
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