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Announcements for May 28, 2023 
  
PRAYERS FOR OUR NJLC COMMUNITY  
**new names added this week (NJLC connection)  
 
Prayer Requests:  
Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock (Judy Fox); Barbara Vilpors (NJLC member); Kate Freeman 
(NJLC member)    
Reminder:  The prayer list will reset after this Sunday.  Call or email the church office to 
have a request placed on the June prayer list. 
 
THE FIERY BREATH OF GOD:  The Day of Pentecost 
Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  Crossing 
all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s mercy to plac-
es we least expect it.  Guided by the truth, we join together in worship and then disperse to 
share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world.  
  
WELCA MEETING: NJLC Women of the ELCA will meet on Saturday, June 3, at 10:00 
am in the church parlor.  Please join us for bible study and fellowship.     
 
FOOD! FOOD! FOOD!  Donations Needed 
Our Food Pantry has served over 100 people for the past 2 weeks and the cupboards are get-
ting bare.  Food is going out as fast as it comes into the pantry as the growing number of 
people in need of aid within our community rely on our assistance.  For more information 
about needed pantry donations or to make a monetary donation online, visit the NJLC web-
site.   
 
FELLOWSHIP GATHERING:  All are invited downstairs after the worship service for fel-
lowship, coffee and light refreshments. Fellowship is the perfect time to connect with your 
fellow members of New Jerusalem.   
 
PROPERTY / LANDSCAPING:  Help Needed 
We still need help with the seasonal mowing, trimming and flower garden maintenance at the 
church!  If more information is needed about volunteering to help on either an occasional or 
on-going basis throughout the summer, contact Joe Heffern. A sign-up sheet is located in the 
fellowship hall on a table next to the kitchen.    
 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:  The minutes from council meeting are 
posted in the church hallway and available upon request through the church office. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS:  Numerous Sundays are available for sign-up during the summer 
and fall months.  Altar flowers are a beautiful and meaningful addition to the worship ser-
vice each week and a joyful way to give glory to God and honor our family and friends.  To 
provide altar flowers for a special up-coming Sunday, sign-up today on the Flower Chart in 
the church hallway or contact the church office.   
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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM 
A few items of note to help you in your time here today: 

 

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we 
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so. 
 

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook 
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you. 
 

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us 
in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a 
member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to 
receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow 
the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to the top of the center 
aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to step to the side to take an 
individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and then discard 
cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward, communion can be 
brought to you after all have communed at the front.  
 

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children 
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall 
downstairs with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard over 
the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday Morning Nursery, 
it is located in the end room of the education building. 
 

HANDICAP ACCESSABILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at 
the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to 
run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels. 
 

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit! 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180 

 

www.njlclovettsville.org 
 

Church Office 540-822-5576 officenjlc@gmail.com 
Pastor (703) 955-6714 pastor.njlc@gmail.com 

   
 

OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith 
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship. 

 

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by 
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation. 

The flowers on the altar are given in celebration of God's gift of the 
Holy Spirit and to remember and honor those who served our country. 
 
To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2023 
Flower Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office.  
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 Day of Pentecost 

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the 
giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we 
celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit 
arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds 
us that though we each have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that 
equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering 
them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and 
sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world.  

 
    
  GATHERING  
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” Mark A. Fletcher 
 Arr. By Richard Elliott  
 
 We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude. 

 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
GATHERING HYMN “Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove” ELW  404 
 (see music on next page) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Kyrie 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 
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c This   is   the   feast     of     vic- to-ry  for  our  God.   Al  - le  -  lu        -        ia 

Canticle of Praise 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray... 
People: O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by 

sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, 
that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times 
in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

Please be seated. 

    
  THE WORD  
 

FIRST READING Acts 2:1-21 

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Acts… 
 

1
When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one 

place. 
2
And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 

and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
3
Divided tongues, as of fire, 

appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 
4
All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. 

5
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. 
6
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each 

one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 
7
Amazed and astonished, 

they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
8
And how is it that we hear, 

each of us, in our own native language? 
9
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
10

Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, 

11
Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking 

about God’s deeds of power.” 
12

All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
“What does this mean?” 

13
But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 

wine.”
14

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men 
of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. 

15
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 

morning. 
16

No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
17

‘In the last days it 
will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams.

18
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days 

I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.
19

And I will show portents in the 
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.

20
The sun 

shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s 
great and glorious day.

21
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.’ ”  
Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

Reader: The second reading for today is recorded in the book of Corinthians… 
 3b

No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.
4
Now there are varieties 

of gifts, but the same Spirit; 
5
and there are varieties of services, but the same 

Lord; 
6
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 

them in everyone. 
7
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 

good. 
8
To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 

utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 
9
to another faith by the same 

Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 
10

to another the working of miracles, 
to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 

11
All these are activated by one and 

the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.
12

For just 
as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 

13
For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into 

one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one 
Spirit.  
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
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GOSPEL READING  John 20:19-23 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John, the twentieth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
19

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 

20
After he said 

this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. 

21
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 

the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
22

When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 

23
If you forgive 

the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.”  

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
 
Children’s Message  Mike Zapf 
 
 
Sermon  Pastor Phil Carl 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY “O Holy Spirit, Root of Life” ELW 399 
 (see music on next page) 
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People: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 

the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy 

Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made 

man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 

end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the 

Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reader: United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. Passionate God, you sent your Spirit through the gifts 
of fire, wind, and word. As you equipped the disciples for their work, equip us 
to bring the good news to all those who long for you. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Restoring God, wind and flame bring life and destruction throughout the world. 
We pray for those who work with wind energy, for migratory birds, for 
protection for lands facing destructive fire, for forestry managers and 
firefighters. Renew the face of the earth. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Ever-present God, your spirit embraces all. Send your spirit of understanding 
to immigrants, refugees, and any experiencing language barriers. Bless the 
work of translators, ESL teachers, ambassadors, and international peace 
organizations. Safely guide those fleeing war and danger. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader; Merciful God, you anoint us with your spirit. Bless nurses, doctors, midwives, 
chaplains, counselors, and hospice workers as they care for those in need. 
We pray for all who seek your comfort. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Generous God, you impart a variety of gifts. Set aflame the desire to learn 
from one another, especially those who differ from us. Make your presence 
known through missionaries, peace workers, and through the outreach 
ministries of our synod and community. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Gracious God, as we strive to call a new pastor for this congregation, send 
your Spirit to guide our decisions and those of all others in that process, so 
that the outcome reflects your will for our future. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Reader: Life-giving God, we give thanks for those who have died to new life in you. As 
we observe Memorial Day, we remember those who died in military service. 
Comfort all who mourn, and usher in a world where war is no more. Hear us, 
O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise 
to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  

People: Amen. 
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GREETING & PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Having been greeted in love and peace by our Triune Godhead, I invite us to 

greet one another in like manner as we gather this day. 
 We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
    
  MEAL  
 
OFFERTORY Mark A. Fletcher 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Pastor: Generous God, 
People: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness 

you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world 
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour 
out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and 
tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and 
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your 
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and 
accomplished our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray as the Lord has taught us: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Pastor: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC Mark A. Fletcher 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Pastor: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you 

unto life eternal. 
People: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Pastor: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this 
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
  
 SENDING  
 

BLESSING 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind” ELW 400 
 (see music on next page) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE  Mark A. Fletcher 
  

 
 

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve to the world. 
 

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall. 
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Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the public 
domain unless otherwise indicated. Arrangement for DATH 9 “Kyrie”, ELW 399 “Oh Holy Spirit Root of Life”, LS 46 “Lamb of God”, and ELW 400 “God of Tempest, God of 
Whirlwind” are reprinted with permission obtained from One License with license #A-727155.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  (not read during today’s service) 

 
24

How manifold are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth 
is full of your creatures.

25
Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many 

to number, living things both small and great. 
26

There go the ships to and fro, and 
Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 

27
All of them look to you to give them 

their food in due season. 
28

You give it to them; they gather it; you open your hand, and 
they are filled with good things.

29
When you hide your face, they are terrified; when 

you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
30

You send forth your Spirit, 
and they are created; and so you renew the face of the earth.

31
May the glory of 

the Lord endure forever; O Lord, rejoice in all your works.
32

You look at the earth and 
it trembles; you touch the mountains and they smoke.

33
I will sing to the Lord as long 

as I live; I will praise my God while I have my being.
34

May these words of mine please 
God. I will rejoice in the Lord.

35b
Bless the Lord, O my soul. Hallelujah!   
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