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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM 
A few items of note to help you in your time here today: 

 

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we 
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so. 
 

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook 
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you. 
 

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us 
in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a 
member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to 
receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow 
the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to the top of the center 
aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to step to the side to take an 
individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and then discard 
cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward, communion can be 
brought to you after all have communed at the front.  
 

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children 
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall 
downstairs with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard over 
the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday Morning Nursery, 
it is located in the end room of the education building. 
 

HANDICAP ACCESSABILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at 
the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to 
run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels. 
 

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit! 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180 

 

www.njlclovettsville.org 
 

Church Office 540-822-5576 officenjlc@gmail.com 
Pastor (703) 955-6714 pastor.njlc@gmail.com 

   
 

OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith 
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship. 

 

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by 
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The flowers on the altar are given by Barbara Tritapoe to the glory of 
God and in memory of her husband, Christopher Silva. 
 
To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2023 
Flower Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office.  
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Introduction 
 

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ 
promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our 
baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, 
we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into 
light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our 
life. 
 
    
  GATHERING  
 
 
PRELUDE “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing” Mark A. Fletcher 
 Setting by Matthew H. Corl  
 
 Please refrain from conversation as we honor and enjoy the gifts of our musicians. 

 
WELCOME   
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
 
EASTER ACCLAMATION 
 
Pastor: Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! 
Pastor: Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! 
Pastor: Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good” ELW 871 
 (see music on next page) 
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REAFFIRMATION OF OUR BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
Pastor: Sisters and brothers in Christ, hear the good news! In baptism you were 

buried with Christ. In baptism you were also raised to life with him, through 
faith in the power of God who raised Christ from the dead. Anyone who is in 
Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
Therefore, I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you have been 
made new! 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Pastor: Sisters and brothers in Christ, hear the good news! Through the birth, life, 

death and resurrection of Christ, the power of sin was broken and God’s 
kingdom entered our world. Through our baptism we were made citizens of 
God’s kingdom, and freed from the bondage of sin. Therefore, I declare to 
you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are set free! 

People: Thanks be to God! 
Pastor: Sisters and brothers in Christ, hear the good news! Our baptism is a sign 

and seal of our cleansing from sin, and of our being grafted into Christ. 
Therefore, I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

People: Thanks be to God! 
Pastor: Let us therefore celebrate our freedom and redemption through the renewal 

of the promises made at our baptism. I ask you once again to reject sin, to 
profess your faith in Christ Jesus, and to confess the faith of the church, the 
faith in which we were baptized. 

People: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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GREETING & PEACE 
Pastor: The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Having been greeted in love and peace by our Triune Godhead, I invite us 

to greet one another in like manner as we gather this day. 
 We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray... 
People: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. 

Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his 
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

    
  THE WORD  
FIRST READING                   Acts  7:55-60 

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Acts… 
 

55
Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 

and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
56

“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 

57
But they covered their 

ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 
58

Then they dragged him 
out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of 
a young man named Saul. 

59
While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, 

receive my spirit.” 
60

Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.  
Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING  1 Peter 2:2-10 
Reader: The second reading for today is recorded in the book of Peter… 
2
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 

salvation—
3
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

4
Come to him, a living 

stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 
5
like 

living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

6
For it stands in 

scripture: "See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and 
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

7
To you then who believe, he is 

precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the very head of the corner,” 

8
and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a 

rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 
destined to do. 

9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 

own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out 
of darkness into his marvelous light. 

10
Once you were not a people, but now you are 

God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” ELW 172 
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GOSPEL READING  John 14:1-14 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John, the fourteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 

1
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, 

believe also in me. 
2
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If 

it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? 

3
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 

you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 
4
And you know 

the way to the place where I am going.” 
5
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do 

not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
6
Jesus said to 

him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 

7
If you know me, you will know my Father also. From 

now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
8
Philip said to him, “Lord, 

show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 
9
Jesus said to him, “Have I 

been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 

10
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 

me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father 
who dwells in me does his works. 

11
Believe me that I am in the Father and 

the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves. 

12
Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do 

the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I 
am going to the Father. 

13
I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son. 
14

If in my name you ask me for anything, 
I will do it.”  

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
Children’s Message   Pastor Phil Carl 
 
THE PRAYGROUND 
 Children are invited the The Prayground for Bible lessons, activities, crafts and prayers. 
 
Sermon  Pastor Phil Carl 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Blessed Assurance” ELW 638 
 (see music on next page) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Reader: United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your 
gospel even in times of trouble. As we remember Stephen, we give thanks for 
diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen them for their bridge-
building ministry between church and world. Hear us, O God.  

People: Your mercy is great. 
Reader: Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering 

mountains, verdant fields, and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse 
habitats from the forces of pollution, erosion, extinction, and global warming. 
Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
Reader: Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local 

leaders and organizations as they begin, build, or renew relationships. 
Strengthen leaders and aid organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt 
following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
Reader; Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those 

experiencing homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, and all who 
question if there is a home in your heart. We pray for all who are sick.. Hear 
us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
Reader: Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. 

Uphold people in this community who have recently moved, changed jobs or 
schools, retired, or are going through transitions of any kind. Lead us in your 
ways. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
Reader: Gracious God, as we strive to call a new pastor for this congregation, send 

your Spirit to guide our decisions and those of all others in that process, so 
that the outcome reflects your will for our future. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Reader: Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you 
thanks for the care shown us by those who have gone before us. Grant 
confidence and comfort for all awaiting the place you have prepared. Hear us, 
O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
Reader: Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise 

to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
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  MEAL  
OFFERTORY                   Mark A. Fletcher 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Pastor: Generous God, 
People: in this meal you offer your very self.  We give thanks for these gifts of  

the earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the 
pouring of this wine pour us out in service to the world; through Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.  

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living 
God. But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of 
our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away 
our sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought 
us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and 

great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your 
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and 
accomplished our salvation. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Pastor: And now, as our Savior has taught us, we are bold to say: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Pastor: Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC  Mark A. Fletcher 
 
 “Hymn of Praise” 
 (see music on next page) 
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c This   is   the   feast     of     vic- to-ry  for  our  God.   Al  - le  -  lu        -        ia 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

always in His grace. 
People: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Pastor: Let us pray… Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. 

With your word and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. 
Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 

People: Amen. 
 
    
  SENDING  
 
BLESSING 
Pastor: The God of all, who raised Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of 

the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. 
People: Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG “How Firm a Foundation” ELW 796 
 (see music on next page) 

 
DISMISSAL 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
People: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
Pastor: Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  Mark A. Fletcher 
 
 

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve to the world. 
 

We invite you to find fellowship at the men’s annual BBQ downstairs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the public 
domain unless otherwise indicated. Arrangement for ELW 172 “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”, ELW 389 “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing” are reprinted with permission obtained 
from One License with license #A-727155.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16  (not read during today’s service) 
 

 
1
In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in 

your righteousness. 
2
Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me. 

3
Be my strong 

rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the sake of 
your name, lead me and guide me. 

4
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set 

for me, for you are my tower of strength. 
5
Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you 

have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
15

My times are in your hand; rescue me 
from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 

16
Let your face shine 

upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”  


