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Announcements for April 14, 2024  

  

PRAYERS FOR OUR NJLC COMMUNITY  

**new names added this week (NJLC connection)  

Prayer Requests:  **Ann Shomaker (NJLC member); **Judy Fox (NJLC member) Cori Roving 

(Kate Freeman); Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock (Judy Fox)  

 

WELCOME PASTOR JOSH AND HEATHER 

April 14 is Pastor Josh’s first Sunday leading our worship service as New Jerusalem’s Pastor.  

We are so excited to have Pastor Josh and Heather with us.  We look forward working together 

to fulfill New Jerusalem’s mission of “responding to God’s grace…growing in Christian faith 

through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship.”   

 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR: Volunteers Needed  

Volunteers are needed to provide coffee, snacks and drinks for our fellowship time after the 

church service. Sign-up also includes setting up for and cleaning up after the fellowship 

gathering.  You can sign-up for a Sunday on the schedule located at the end of the tables next to 

the kitchen in the fellowship hall.        

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Altar flowers are a beautiful and meaningful addition to the worship service each week and a 

joyful way to give glory to God and honor our family and friends. To provide altar flowers for a 

special up-coming Sunday, sign-up today on the Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the 

church hallway or contact the church office. Many Sundays are available during the year.   

 

SCRIPTURE/PRAYER READERS FOR APRIL: 

April 14 – Garland Cooper 

April 21 – Sarah Stillman 

April 28 – Amanda Zlato 
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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM 
A few items of note to help you in your time here today: 

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we 
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so. 

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook 
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you. 

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present 
to us in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate 
whether a member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those 
not ready to receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in 
blessing. Follow the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to 
the top of the center aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to 
step to the side to take an individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). 
Please receive and then discard cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot 
come forward, communion can be brought to you after all have communed at the front. 

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children 
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall 
downstairs with age-appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard 
over the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday 
Morning Nursery, it is located in the end room of the education building. 

HANDICAP ACCESSIBILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs 
at the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is 
available to run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels. 

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit! 
 

 
 
 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180 

www.njlclovettsville.org 

Church Office  540-822-5576  officenjlc@gmail.com 

Pastor Joshua Wullenweber   pastorjoshnjlc@gmail.com

  
OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith 

through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship. 

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by 

connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation. 

 

The flowers on the altar are given by the Worship Ministry to the 
glory of God and in celebration of the arrival of Pastor Josh and 
Heather as Pastor Josh begins his new call at New Jerusalem and 
the community. 
 
To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2024 Flower 
Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office. 
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Introduction 

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ 
shares food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we 
share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and 
shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the 
scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday worship. 
 
 

GATHERING 

 
READER FOR TODAY  Garland Cooper 
 
 
 
PRELUDE “Psalm XX” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By B. Marcello 
 

We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude. 

 

 

WELCOME  

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 
GATHERING HYMN “The Day of Resurrection!” ELW 361 
 (See music on next page) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise 
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GREETING 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray… 

People: Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to 

be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as 

witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 

THE WORD 

FIRST READING Acts 3:12-19 

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Acts… 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, 

or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had 

made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you 

handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided 

to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to 

have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God 

raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, 

his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the 

faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence 

of all of you. 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did 

also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all 

the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to 

God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING 1 John 3:1-7 

Reader: The second reading for today is recorded in the book of 1 John … 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 

God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that 

it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be 

has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, 

we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope 

in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 4Everyone who commits sin is 

guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was revealed to 

take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; 

no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no 

one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is 

righteous. 

Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand for the reading of the gospel. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL READING Luke 24:36b-48 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

People: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Pastor: 36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be 

with you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were 

seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do 

doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I 

myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as 

you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his 

hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 

wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave 

him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 44Then 

he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 

prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to 

understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 

nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

 

 

Children’s Message Pastor Josh Wullenweber 

 

Sermon “We Point to Jesus” Pastor Josh Wullenweber 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” ELW 808
 (see music on next page) 
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NICENE CREED 

 
People: We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reader: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray 

for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. O God our 

holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. As we share the holy meal that is 

the body and blood of Jesus given for us, lead us to share all that we have, 

and find, in generosity, abundant life. God of grace, 

People: hear our prayer. 
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Reader: O God our creator, you bring forth all life on earth. Calm storms, bring water 

to parched places, and protect the climate, that this planet would sustain life 

in all its variety.  God of grace, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Reader: O God our savior, you offer wisdom and guidance beyond all human 

knowledge. Instruct our elected officials to make decisions grounded in your 

justice and care for all people. God of grace, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Reader: O God our keeper, you care for all your children. Encourage those who 

suffer in mind, body, or spirit, and guide those who journey in grief, hope, 

and uncertainty, especially Ann Shomaker, Judy Fox, Cori Roving, and 

Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock. God of grace, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Reader: O God our center, you bring all people together in you. Help us to remember 

our identity and purpose in our ministry. Move us to love our neighbors as 

ourselves and to share in beloved community. God of grace, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Reader: O God our provider, we return our gratitude that your spirit has led us to call 

Pastor Josh for our congregation.  Guide us now as we prepare for a mutual 

ministry to our congregation and community.  God of grace, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Pastor: O God our resting place, your Son Jesus promised that we are held in your 

love forever. We remember our beloved who have died. As we remember 

and share their love, comfort those who mourn. God of grace, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Reader: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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GREETING & PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of the risen Lord Jesus be with you always. 

People: And also with you. 

We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 

 

MEAL 

 
 
OFFERTORY “Praise Him! Praise Him!” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By Chester Galem  
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Pastor: Risen One, 

People: you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be 

signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 

 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
Pastor: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving 

God. But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of 

our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave him self to take away 

our sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought 

us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and 

with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 
great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 
and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, 
opened his arms to all.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await 
his coming in glory.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the 
unity we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and 
honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

People: Amen 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come 

and eat at God’s table. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
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Please stand as you are able. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

Pastor: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you 

and keep you always in His grace. 

People: Amen. 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Pastor: Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us 

with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

People: Amen. 
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SENDING 

 
BLESSING 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People:  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Pastor: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of 

Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 

People: Amen. 

 
 
 
 

SENDING SONG “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done” ELW 366 
 (see music on next page) 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
All: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
POSTLUDE “The Rejoicing” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By G.F. Handel  
  

 

 
 

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall. 
 

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve in the world. 
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Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All 

text/music for hymns are found in the public domain unless otherwise indicated. ACS 939 “Touch that Soothes and Heals” is reprinted with permission 

obtained from One License with license #A-727155 and CCLI License #11448643. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY 4 (not read during today’s service) 

1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; you set me free when I was 
in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 2“You mortals, how long will 
you dishonor my glory; how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 3Know 
that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; the Lord will hear me when I call. 
4Tremble, then, and do not sin; speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 5Offer 
the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in the Lord. 6Many are saying, “Who will 
show us any good?” Let the light of your face shine upon us, O Lord. 7You have put 
gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine abound. 8In peace, I will lie 
down and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, make me rest secure. 

 


