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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM 
A few items of note to help you in your time here today: 

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we 
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so. 

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook 
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you. 

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present 
to us in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate 
whether a member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those 
not ready to receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in 
blessing. Follow the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to 
the top of the center aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to 
step to the side to take an individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). 
Please receive and then discard cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot 
come forward, communion can be brought to you after all have communed at the front. 

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children 
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall 
downstairs with age-appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard 
over the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday 
Morning Nursery, it is located in the end room of the education building. 

HANDICAP ACCESSIBILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs 
at the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is 
available to run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels. 

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit! 
 

 
 
 
 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180 

www.njlclovettsville.org 

Church Office  540-822-5576  officenjlc@gmail.com 

Pastor Phillip Carl  (703) 955-6714  pastor.njlc@gmail.com

  
OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith 

through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship. 

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by 

connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation. 

 

The flowers on the alter are given by Jean Karmen and Sarah 
Stillman to the glory of God and in loving memory of their parents, 
Wayne and Connie McKimmey. 
 
To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2024 Flower 
Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office. 
 



 

 

3 

Introduction 

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of 
Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with 
the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we 
ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From 
frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, 
forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in need. 
 
 

GATHERING 

 
READER FOR TODAY  Barbara Tobler 
 
 
PRELUDE “Concert No. 2 in G Major” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By J.S. Bach 
 

We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude. 

 

 

WELCOME  

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 
GATHERING HYMN “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” ELW 384 
 (see music on next page) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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Kyrie 

  
Hymn of Praise 
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GREETING 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray… 

People: Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. 

By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the 

resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

THE WORD 

FIRST READING Acts 4:32-35 

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Acts… 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, 

and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything 

they owned was held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their 

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 

them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as 

owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was 

sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any 

had need. 

Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING 1 John 1:1-2:2 

Reader: The second reading for today is recorded in the book of 1 John … 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what 
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we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our 

hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have 

seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the 

Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and 

heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship 

is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these 

things so that our joy may be complete. 5This is the message we have heard 

from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no 

darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are 

walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the 

light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have 

no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our 

sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a 

liar, and his word is not in us. 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to 

you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate 

with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice 

for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand for the reading of the gospel. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL READING John 20:19-31 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John, the twentieth chapter. 

People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Pastor: 19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 

of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After 

he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 

rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 

with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said 

this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 

they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 

twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told 

him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark 

of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 

hand in his side, I will not believe.” 26A week later his disciples were again in 

the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then 

he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 

hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered 

him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have come to believe.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 

his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so 

that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 

and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

 

Food Collection and Children’s Message Pastor Phil Carl 

 

PRAYGROUND 

Children are invited to The Prayground for Bible lessons, activities, crafts and prayers. 

 

Sermon Pastor Phil Carl 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain” ELW 363
 (see music on next page) 
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NICENE CREED 

 
People: We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reader: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray 

for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. Your church 

cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples, draw 

near to us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is renewed 

and we witness to your love. God of grace, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Reader: Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops, 

wildflowers, and all growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and 

others who tend the soil and nurture plants into life. God of grace, 
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People: hear our prayer. 

Reader: Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters, 

paramedics, and other first responders to work for the well-being of 

communities and the dignity of every person, that no one may need to live in 

fear. God of grace, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Reader: Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for 

justice, for an end to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all 

are fed and safe. We pray for all who cry out in suffering or pain, especially 

Dean Fox and Peggy. God of grace, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Reader: Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, 

deacons, musicians, and other staff, administrators, and volunteers who 

facilitated Holy Week and Easter worship. Open our hearts to discern where 

God calls each of us to serve. God of grace, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Reader: As we say farewell to Pastor Carl, O God, we entrust him into your care. We 

give you thanks for leading him to New Jerusalem and the love and support he 

has given this past year.  We pray for happiness and joy to be ahead of him, 

for wisdom and guidance to be beside him, and for grace and truth to be 

behind him, pushing him onwards into your goodness. We know you will 

always love and protect him, wherever he goes.  God of grace, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Reader: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
GREETING & PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of the risen Lord Jesus be with you always. 

People: And also with you. 

We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 
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MEAL 

 
 
OFFERTORY “Diapson Movement” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By John Keeble  
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 

 



 

 

14 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Pastor: Merciful God, 

People: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
Pastor: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving 

God. But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of 

our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave him self to take away 

our sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought 

us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and 

with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and 
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your 
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and 
accomplished our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome 

table. Alleluia! Come to the feast. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

Pastor: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you 

and keep you always in His grace. 

People: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Pastor: Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body 

and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the 

power of his endless life, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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SENDING 

 
BLESSING 

Pastor: The blessing of the living God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and 

sustain you, keep you from harm, and fill you with courage. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

SENDING SONG “Thine is the Glory” ELW 376 
 (see music on next page) 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE “Gavotte” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By Matthew Cambridge  
  

 

 
 

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall. 
 

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve in the world. 
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Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All 
text/music for hymns are found in the public domain unless otherwise indicated, and are then reprinted with permission obtained from One License with 

license #A-727155 and CCLI License #11448643. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY 133 (not read during today’s service) 

1How good and how pleasant it is, when kindred live together in unity! 2It is like fine 
oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, upon the beard of Aaron, flowing 
down upon the collar of his robe. 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon 
the hills of Zion. For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore. 

 


