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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM 
A few items of note to help you in your time here today: 

 

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we 
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so. 
 

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook 
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you. 
 

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us 
in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a 
member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to 
receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow 
the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to the top of the center 
aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to step to the side to take an 
individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and then discard 
cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward, communion can be 
brought to you after all have communed at the front. Please maintain safe distances as you 
come forward and return to your seats. 
 

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children 
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall 
downstairs with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard over 
the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday Morning Nursery, 
it is located in the end room of the education building. 
 

HANDICAP ACCESSABILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at 
the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to 
run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels. 
 

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit! 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180 

 

www.njlclovettsville.org 
 

Church Office 540-822-5576 officenjlc@gmail.com 
Pastor  pastor.njlc@gmail.com 

   
 

OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith 
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship. 

 

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by 
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The altar flowers today are provided by Bill George. They are given to 
the glory of God and to remember his mother and her family, the Wright 
and Frye families. 
 

To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2023 
Flower Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office. 
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 The Hope of New Life 
Hope overcomes despair for God’s people: this is the message of the readings for today. The hope of new life is evident 
in the story of “dry bones” from Ezekiel. The children of Israel declare their hope is lost. The prophet’s experience in the 
valley of dry bones inspires him to preach renewed hope to the people. Psalm 130 sings of hope in God and God’s word. 
The work of God’s Spirit gives hope of new life in Paul’s letter to the church at Rome. The Gospel of John tells the hope-
filled story of the raising of Lazarus from the dead. The gospel gives us encouraging words to sustain us through the 
approaching despair of Christ’s passion and brings us to the fulfillment of hope on Easter. Martha’s wistful words to Jesus, 
“Lord, if you had been here… But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him” (John 11:21-22), 
reflect the hope of God’s people in the face of despair, even in the face of death. Each text encourages hearers to hope in 
God and God’s word. How do Christians experience unfulfilled hope? This is the challenge for those who interpret today’s 
texts for hearers. Israel’s woes are not at an end; other psalms tell of struggle and pain; the Christ-believers at Rome are 
persecuted; Jesus who raises Lazarus from the dead soon dies. And yet hope is fulfilled as Paul proclaims “all Israel will 
be saved” (Romans 11:26). Psalm 46 sings of God’s presence in time of trouble. A preview of the hope of the resurrection 
will sustain believers in these final days of Lent (John 20:17). The Christian’s confidence in the resurrection of the dead 
epitomizes their hope in Christ. 
 

    
  GATHERING  
 
PRELUDE  Mark A. Fletcher 
 

 Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship by observing silence through the music. 

 
WELCOME   
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 
GREETING & PASSING OF PEACE 
Pastor: The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Having been greeted in love and peace by our Triune Godhead, I invite us 

to greet one another in like manner as we gather this day. 
 

 All are invited to share a sign and greeting of God’s peace with one another. 

 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness… Most merciful God, 

People: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
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Pastor: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” ELW 618 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray… 
People: Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and 

death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised 
to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
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  THE WORD  
 
FIRST READING  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Ezekiel… 
 
1
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 

and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
2
He led me all around 

them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 
3
He said to me, 

“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 
4
Then he said to 

me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord. 

5
Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 

you shall live. 
6
I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and 

cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I 
am the Lord.” 

7
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 
8
I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin 

had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
9
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 

the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 

10
I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 
stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

11
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the 

whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 
cut off completely.’ 

12
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I 

am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I 
will bring you back to the land of Israel. 

13
And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I 

open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 
14

I will put my 
spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 
 
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING  Romans 8:6-11 
Reader: The second reading for today is recorded in the book of Romans… 
 
6
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 

7
For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 

God’s law—indeed it cannot, 
8
and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9
But 

you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 

10
But if Christ is 

in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 

11
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 

who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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LENTEN VERSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL  John 11:1-45 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John, the eleventh chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 
2
Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 

her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 
3
So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.” 
4
But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 

death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
5
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 

6
after having 

heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
7
Then 

after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 
8
The disciples said to him, 

“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 
9
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the 

day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 
10

But those who walk at 
night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 

11
After saying this, he told them, “Our 

friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 
12

The disciples 
said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 

13
Jesus, however, had 

been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 
14

Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 
15

For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 

16
Thomas, who was called the 

Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
17

When 
Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 

18
Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 
19

and many of the Jews had come 
to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 

20
When Martha heard that 

Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
21

Martha said 
to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 

22
But even now 

I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 
23

Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” 

24
Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 

resurrection on the last day.” 
25

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 

26
and everyone who lives and 

believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
27

She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
28

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her  
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privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 
29

And when she heard it, she got 
up quickly and went to him. 

30
Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still 

at the place where Martha had met him. 
31

The Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 

32
When Mary came where 

Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” 

33
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews 

who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 
34

He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35

Jesus 
began to weep. 

36
So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 

37
But some of them said, 

“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
38

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
was lying against it. 

39
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 

man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 
days.” 

40
Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the 

glory of God?” 
41

So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, 
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. 

42
I knew that you always hear me, but I have 

said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you 
sent me.” 

43
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 

44
The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 

wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
45

Many of the 
Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him. 
 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Pastor Phil Carl  
 
 
SERMON  Pastor Phil Carl  
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” ELW 335 
 (music on next page; verses 1, 2, 4) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Reader: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all of creation… You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven 
your church. Deepen our partnerships with our companion churches around 
the globe, and bless the work of missionaries who accompany them. 
Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 
Reader: Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and restore 

ecosystems in need of healing. Uplift prophetic voices that turn us to the 
needs of the soil beneath our feet and the air all around. Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 
Reader: You redeem the world and its peoples. Free us from systems of oppression. 

Unbind nations and societies from the sins of racism, sexism, and 
homophobia. Raise up leaders at all levels of government who work to 
promote the dignity of every human life. Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 
Reader: You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who are 

troubled by illness. You hear us when we call to you. Deliver us from the 
depths of our despair, and free us from the worries that bind us. Merciful 
God, 

People: receive our prayer. 
Reader: Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music ministries of this 

congregation and all who lead us in hymns of praise and thanksgiving and 
in songs of lament and prayer. Merciful God, 
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People: receive our prayer. 
Reader: Gracious God, as we strive to call a new pastor for this congregation, send 

your Spirit to guide our decisions and those of all others in that process, so 
that the outcome reflects your will for our future. Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Reader: You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With 
thanksgiving, we remember all your saints who now live in your eternal love. 
Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 
Reader: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 

promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
People: Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 
    
  MEAL  
 
OFFERTORY  Mark A. Fletcher 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Pastor: God of good gifts, 
People: receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful 

service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you 
in this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, 
the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. 
You bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, bring us to the fullness of 
grace that belongs to the children of God. And so, with the Church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY 
 (music on next page) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Pastor: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you 

gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish, but 
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that 
we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy 
supper. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is 
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after 
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Pastor: Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION MUSIC  Mark A. Fletcher 
 “Lamb of God” ELW 336 
 (verse 2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

always in His grace. 
People: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Pastor: Let us pray… Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of 

Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to 
hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love. 

People: Amen. 
    
  SENDING  
 
BLESSING 
Pastor: God, the giver of love, Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy 

Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 
People: Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG “When Peace like a River” ELW 785 
 (music on next page) 
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DISMISSAL 
Pastor: Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to 

serve to the world. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE  Mark A. Fletcher 
 
© Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the public 
domain unless otherwise indicated. ELW 336 “Lamb Of God” reprinted with permission obtained from CCLI License #11448643. 


