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Announcements for March 24, 2024 
Palm / Passion Sunday 

  
PRAYERS FOR OUR NJLC COMMUNITY  

**new names added this week (NJLC connection)  

Prayer Requests:  Darlene Hove (Don Bloom); Matt Weis (Jen Muhlenberg); Nancy Orndorff (NJLC member); 

Cathy Ciesinski (Toni Chancellor-Adams); Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock (Judy Fox); Evelyn Bowman (NJLC 

member); Anna Adler (Leah Onderdonk) 

 

WHAT IS HOLY WEEK?  Holy Week is the climax of the Lenten season. It begins with Palm Sunday or 

Passion Sunday where the church remembers Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem as the people's savior. The story 

continues into Thursday where we remember Jesus' last supper he shares with his disciples, as Passover meal 

where Jesus gives the church the sacrament of Holy Communion. And finally, Friday remembers Jesus' death 

on the cross and the suffering he took on himself for the sake of the world. Friday is the darkest day of the 

church year, but in three days, the Light will shine and the church will proclaim its most important 

proclamation, "HE IS RISEN!" 

 

FIRST COMMUNION CLASS: Congratulations and blessings for our young people who are receiving their 

first communion this morning: Oliver Barlow, Robert Bloom, Abby Dezern, Ainsley Jorgenson, Evie 

Jorgenson, Thomas Jorgenson, Chase Molchany, Eric Muhlenberg, Peter Muhlenberg, Robbie Muhlenberg, 

Sadie Spencer, Max Zlato. They have made and baked the bread for this morning’s communion. 

 

 “THE THEOLOGY OF THE CROSS” Adult Forum:  March 24 is Pastor Carl’s final session on “The 

Theology of the Cross,” which addresses the question, “Why did Jesus have to die?”   

 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE:  We are invited to join with Zion/Bethel Lutheran Churches for Good Friday 

service on March 29 at 5:30 p.m.  The service will be held at Bethel Lutheran Church, 40723 Tankerville Road, 

Lovettsville, Virginia.  

 

EASTER CANDY NEEDED:  NJLC will hold our annual Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday.  In preparation 

for this event we need bags of individually wrapped candy.  If you can donate a bag of candy please bring it to 

church on March 24th.  We will be filling our Easter eggs on Wednesday, March 27, 2024 at 10:00 am.  If you 

can help us fill the eggs please meet in the church nursery at 10:00 am on 3/27/2024. 

 

EASTER FLOWERED CROSS:  The flowered cross symbolizes the Resurrection and new life and we will 

once again this Easter be including a flowered cross in our Easter festival celebration. Bring your fresh-cut 

flowers (stems no longer than 4-6”), to church at 9:30 a.m. on Easter Sunday, March 31. We will decorate the 

cross with the flowers and then process into the sanctuary for worship. 

 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY:  New members will be received Easter Sunday, March 31.  If you are interested 

in membership, please contact Pastor Carl at Pastor.njlc@gmail.com or 703-955-6714. 

 

SCRIPTURE/PRAYER READERS FOR MARCH/APRIL: 

March 24 (Palm/Passion Sunday) – AJ Jorgenson 

March 29 Good Friday @ Bethel – Curtis Adams, Toni Chancellor-Adams 

March 31 (Easter Sunday) – Toni Chancellor-Adams 

April 7 – Barbara Tobler 

April 14 – Rob Legard 

April 21 – Sarah Stillman 

April 28 – Amanda Zlato 

mailto:Pastor.njlc@gmail.com
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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM 
A few items of note to help you in your time here today: 

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we 
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so. 

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook 
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you. 

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present 
to us in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate 
whether a member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those 
not ready to receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in 
blessing. Follow the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to 
the top of the center aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to 
step to the side to take an individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). 
Please receive and then discard cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot 
come forward, communion can be brought to you after all have communed at the front. 

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children 
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall 
downstairs with age-appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard 
over the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday 
Morning Nursery, it is located in the end room of the education building. 

HANDICAP ACCESSIBILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs 
at the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is 
available to run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels. 

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180 

www.njlclovettsville.org 

Church Office  540-822-5576  officenjlc@gmail.com 

Pastor Phillip Carl  (703) 955-6714  pastor.njlc@gmail.com

  
OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith 

through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship. 

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by 

connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation. 

 

As the season of Lent is a time of prayer and quiet reflection, there 
will be no flowers on the altar throughout the Lenten Season. 
 
To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2024 Flower 
Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office. 
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Introduction 

This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into 
Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, 
abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his complete 
human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s 
suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine and 
bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant with all people. We 
enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s astonishing work. 
 

GATHERING 

READER FOR TODAY  A.J. Jorgenson 
 
PRELUDE “Triumphal March into Jerusalem” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By Rex Koury 

We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude. 

WELCOME  

 

Please stand as you ae able. 

 

OPENING PROCLAMATION 

Pastor: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People: Hosanna to the Son of David. 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray… Mercifully assist us, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may 

enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts whereby you 

have given us life everlasting; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL Mark 11:1-11  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

People: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Pastor: 1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near 

the Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go 

into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find 

tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone 

says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and 

will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt tied 

near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the 

bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told 
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them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they 

brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on 

it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 

branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and 

those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who 

comes in the name of the Lord! 10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our 

ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 11Then he entered 

Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 

everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord 

People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

BLESSING OF THE PALMS 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Pastor: We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you 

have redeemed us through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he 

entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was acclaimed Son of 

David and King of kings by those who scattered their garments and 

branches of palm in his path. We ask that you bless these branches and 

those who bear them, and grant that we may ever hail him as our Lord and 

King and follow him with perfect confidence; through the same Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: Let us go forth in peace, 

People: in the name of the Lord. Amen. 
 

Children’s Message Pastor Phil Carl 

 

PROCESSION 

The palm procession occurs during the singing of the processional hymn. During the 

procession, the people of the congregation are invited to join in with waving palms. 

 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “All Glory, Laud and Honor” ELW 344 
 (see music on next page) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray… 

People: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our 

Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the 

cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will 

and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

THE WORD 

 
FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Isaiah… 
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how 

to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens 

my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my 

ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to 

those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I 

did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord GOD helps me; 

therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, 

and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my 

adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; who 

will declare me guilty? 

Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING Philippians 2:5-11 

Reader: The second reading for today is recorded in the book of Philippians … 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was 

in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 

exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
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human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and 

became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9Therefore 

God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 

name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL READING (congregation may remain seated) Mark 15:1-39 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the fifteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Pastor: 1As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the 

elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, 

and handed him over to Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” 3Then the chief priests accused him 

of many things. 4Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how 

many charges they bring against you.” 5But Jesus made no further reply, so 

that Pilate was amazed.  
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6Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for 

whom they asked. 7Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the 

rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. 8So the crowd 

came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. 9Then 

he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the 

Jews?” 10For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had 

handed him over. 11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him 

release Barabbas for them instead. 12Pilate spoke to them again, “Then 

what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the 

Jews?” 13They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 14Pilate asked them, “Why, what 

evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 15So Pilate, 

wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging 

Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.  

16Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the 

governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. 17And 

they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a 

crown, they put it on him. 18And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the 

Jews!” 19They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in 

homage to him. 20After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak 

and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.  

21They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry 

his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and 

Rufus. 22Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which 

means the place of a skull). 23And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; 

but he did not take it. 24And they crucified him, and divided his clothes 

among them, casting lots to decide what each should take.  

25It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The 

inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27And 

with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his 

left. 29Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, 

“Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30save 

yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31In the same way the chief 

priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves 

and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32Let the Messiah, 

the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and 

believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.  
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33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon. 34At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, 

lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?” 35When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, 

he is calling for Elijah.” 36And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, 

put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether 

Elijah will come to take him down.” 37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and 

breathed his last. 38And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 

bottom. 39Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this 

way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon Pastor Phil Carl 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” ELW 351
 (words on next page) 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reader: Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, 

the well-being of creation, and a world in need. Blessed One, today the 

church sings glad hosannas as we enter Holy Week. Prepare us to bear 

witness to Christ’s suffering and death endured for our sake. Gather your 

people around the cross and comfort us with resurrection hope. Hear us, O 

God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Renew your good creation and protect the balance of life on earth. 

Encourage the work of foresters, scientists, arborists, gardeners, and river 

keepers. We pray for the health of pollinating insects, songbirds, and native 

plants. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
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Reader: Establish peace and justice among the nations. Bring peace to Gaza. Give 

aid to the starving and the wounded. Hold to account any with authority to 

judge others. Grant that courts, legislatures, and local governments will 

serve with integrity and compassion. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Bring hope to any who feel forsaken or forgotten. Bring healing to all who 

are broken in body, mind, or spirit. We pray especially for those in our circle 

of faith: Darlene Hove, Matt Weis, Nancy Orndorff, Cathy Ciesinski, Dean 

Fox and Peggy Glascock, Evelyn Bowman, and Anna Adler. Hear us, O 

God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Bring growth in grace to those receiving their first communion today. As they 

receive the body and blood of your son, our Savior, let them increase in their 

awareness of the salvation, deliverance, and eternal life which this 

sacrament brings. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: We return our gratitude that your spirit has led us to call a new pastor for our 

congregation. Guide us now as we prepare for a mutual ministry to our 

congregation and community. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Reader: Blessed One, our times are in your hand. Sustain us in discipleship 

throughout our lives and receive us into everlasting life. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 

Reader: Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our 

hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

People: Amen. 
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GREETING & PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

People: And also with you. 

We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 
 

MEAL 

 
OFFERTORY “Hosanna, Christ is King” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By Ruth Schram  
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Pastor: Generous God, 

People: Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these 

gifts that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. 

Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger for justice and 

peace. We pray this in your name. Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and 

prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we 

may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and 
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your 
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and 
accomplished our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: Come to the banquet, for now all is ready. 

Please be seated. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

Pastor: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you 

unto life eternal. 

People: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Pastor: Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As 

grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed 

the world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

 
BLESSING 

Pastor: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

SENDING SONG “Go to Dark Gethsemane” ELW 347 
 (see music on next page) 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE “Alas, And Did My Savior Bleed” Mark A. Fletcher 
 By Robert Buckley Farlee  
  

 

 
 

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall. 
 

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve in the world. 
 

 



 

 

19 

 

Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All 

text/music for hymns are found in the public domain unless otherwise indicated, and are then reprinted with permission obtained from One License with 

license #A-727155 and CCLI License #11448643. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY 31:9-16 (not read during today’s service) 

 9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; my eye is consumed with 
sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 10For my life is wasted with grief, and 
my years with sighing; my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are 
consumed. 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a 
dismay to my acquaintances; when they see me in the street they avoid me. 12Like 
the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; I am as useless as a broken pot. 13For I have 
heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; they put their heads together 
against me; they plot to take my life. 14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. 
I have said, “You are my God. 15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the 
hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 16Let your face shine 
up on your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”. 

 


