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OUR MISSION
Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation
growing in Christian faith through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship.

OUR VISION
NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone &
expresses faith by connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation.

WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM
A few items of note to help you in your time here today:

« Masks are now optional for worship or other events at New Jerusalem, though
we encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so.

« Newcomers are always welcome here. If you would be comfortable to do so,
please take a moment to sign our guestbook located in the entryway or fill out a
blue pew card in the pew racks in front of you.

. Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at the back of our
Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to run
the lift should you need to get up and down between levels.

« We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children among
us, including the littler ones. If you should need or desire, we currently offer a
staffed Sunday Morning Nursery on the far end of the Education Building. We
also have a Cherub’s Corner downstairs in the front corner of the Fellowship
Hall with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be
heard over the speakers.

« We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit
and in tangible form.

ALTAR FLOWERS

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the Heffern family in
honor of all emergency responders and rescue workers.

To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2023
Flower Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office.




Our “Other” at the Well
The woman at the well is a familiar text for many people. This image of Jesus standing at a well talking with a Samaritan
woman is emblazoned in our visual and theological imaginations, but as with all Bible stories that we think we know, we
might do well to take another look! Perhaps relegating this text to the simple moralism “be nice to people who are
different” causes us to miss how deeply radical and difficult the message really is. We may assume this gospel simply
urges us to stand with the marginalized, especially women. Yet while standing with marginalized women is a
commendable action it can lead us, after doing so, to congratulate ourselves for being just like Jesus. A more critical and
searching look at this text calls us to the reality that Jesus doesn’t just stand with the other, Jesus stands with your other;
your church’s other. Your church’s “Samaritans” may be homosexuals, evangelicals, urban people, rural people,
conservatives, liberals, the poor, the rich, the dying, or single parents. Your church’s Samaritans could very well be the
key to this text. Because, like it or not, when we draw lines between ourselves and other people, Jesus is always on the
other side of that line. So communities and individuals who thirst for the living water would do well to look to who our own
Samaritans might be. And when we find them we should perhaps not be surprised to also find Jesus; a Jesus we thought
was all our own but who, in reality, is the living water who comes to us in the strange and the stranger.

GATHERING

PRELUDE “Erbarm dich mein, o Herre Gott” Mark A. Fletcher

(by: Johann Sebastian Bach)
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship by observing silence through the music.

WELCOME

Please stand as you are able.

GREETING & PASSING OF PEACE

Pastor:  The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

People: And also with you.

Pastor:  Having been greeted in love and peace by our Triune Godhead, | invite us
to greet one another in like manner as we gather this day.

All are invited to share a sign and greeting of God’s peace with one another.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Pastor:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Pastor:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People: Amen.

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness... Most merciful God,

People: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
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Pastor:

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Spirit.
People: Amen.
GATHERING HYMN “Glorious Things of You Are Spoken”
9] . .
)T | | | [ f
7+ . . —— | ! T J
L8> — ] | o — L o ! |
J G - < - = @ -
1 Glo - rious things of  you are spo - ken, Zi - on, cit -y
2 See, the streams of liv - ing wa - fters, spring - ing from e -
3 Round each hab - i - ta - tion hov - 'ring, see the cloud and
4 Sav - dor, since of Zi - on’s cit - y I  through grace a
l’rg\i" T I I T ! T I I ! I ! T ! J
: 4 : : o ’ ; =
S A B B R P
of our God! He whose word can - not be bro - ken
ter - mnal love, well sup - ply your sons and daugh - ters,
fire ap - pear for a glo - ry and a cov - ’ring,
mem - ber am, let the world de - ride or pit - Y,
— e . e e e e e
0 I N S N 1 R I R P
e e s =
formed you for his own a - bode. On the Rock of A - ges
and all fear of want re - move. Who «can faint, while such a
show - ing that the Lord is near. Thus de-riv - ing from their
I will glo - ry in your name. Fad - ing are the  world’s vain
0] , ‘ ,
w I I I | I | I | : 1 |
J ‘ ' ‘ y - | - |
found-ed, what can shake your sure re - pose? With  sal -
v - er ev - er will their thirst  as - suage? Grace which,
ban - ner light by night and shade by day, safe  they
plea-sures, all their boast - ed pomp and show; sol - id
n 1 I 1 Il
! | I . — I . .
O F e Fed o JI] e J I T ]
L \aV. — . 7] P~ —
J T T I 'I -
va - tion’s  walls sur-round-ed, you may smile at all your foes.
like the Lord, the giv - er, nev - er fails from age to age.
feed up - on the man - na which God gives them on their way.
joys and last - ing trea-sures none but Zi - on’s chil-dren know.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: BLAENWERN, William P. Rowlands, 1860-1937

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor:
People:

Let us pray...

ELW 647

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and
wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from
the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.




THE WORD

FIRST READING Exodus 17:1-7
Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Exodus...

'From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water
for the people to drink. °The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to
drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?”
*But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and
said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with
thirst?” *So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall | do with this people? They are
almost ready to stone me.” °The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and
take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you
struck the Nile, and go. °l will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb.
Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did
s0, in the sight of the elders of Israel. "He called the place Massah and Meribah,
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or
not?”

Reader: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 5:1-11
Reader. The second reading for today is recorded in the book of Romans...

'Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
“through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we
boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. ®And not only that, but we also boast in
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, “and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, *and hope does not disappoint us, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given
to us. °For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
"Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good
person someone might actually dare to die. °But God proves his love for us in that
while we still were sinners Christ died for us. °Much more surely then, now that we
have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God.
"OFor if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his
Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. "'But
more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom
we have now received reconciliation.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.




LENTEN VERSE
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GOSPEL John 4:5-42

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to John, the fourth chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

°[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had
given to his son Joseph.®Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey,
was sitting by the well. It was about noon. A Samaritan woman came to draw water,
and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” ](His disciples had gone to the city to buy
food.) °The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me,
a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) "°Jesus
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me
a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” ""The
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get
that living water? "Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and
with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” "*Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks
of this water will be thirsty again, “but those who drink of the water that | will give them
will never be thirsty. The water that | will give will become in them a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life.” *The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that |
may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” "®Jesus said to her,
“Go, call your husband, and come back.” ""The woman answered him, “ have no
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘l have no husband’; "*for you
have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you
have said is true!” ®The woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you are a prophet. 2°Our
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must
worship is in Jerusalem.” ?'Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming
when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. *You
worshig what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the
Jews. “*But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. God
is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman
said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes,
he will proclaim all things to us.” *°Jesus said to her, “l am he, the one who is speaking
to you.” ?’Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking
with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with
her?” ?®Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the
people, **Come and see a man who told me everything | have ever done! He cannot
be the Messiah, can he?” **They left the city and were on their way to him.
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*"Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” *But he said to
them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” **So the disciples said to one
another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” **Jesus said to them, “My
food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. **Do you not say,
‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But | tell you, look around you, and see
how the fields are ripe for harvesting. **The reaper is already receiving wages and is
gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. *’For here
the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ *| sent you to reap that for which
you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” **Many
Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told
me everything | have ever done.” **So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked
him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. *’And many more believed
because of his word. **They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you
said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the
Savior of the world.”

Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Phil Carl
SERMON Pastor Phil Carl
Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” ELW 332
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Music: THIRD MODE MELODY, Thomas Tallis, 1505-1585



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reader:

People:

Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:

Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:

Sustained by God'’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation... We pray for your church. Bless partnerships with other
Christians and inter-religious dialogue. Guide the daily work of
denominational and congregational leaders. Strengthen our combined
witness for the sake of the gospel, that all experience your life-giving love.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the universe. All creation teems with life, from the depths of the
earth and seas to the skies above. Fill us with awe and reverence for the
diversity and preservation of life. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the nations of the world. Topple the dividing walls that separate
us from our neighbors. Form us into your beloved community where
diversity of gender, race, language, ability, and ethnic origin is celebrated
and affirmed. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit. Be present with all who
are lonely, and give courage to all who are afraid. Comfort those who live
with chronic iliness or other sickness. Give them your living water always.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for this congregation, especially those preparing for baptism.
Nurture their faith and pour your love into their hearts. Inspire our
community by their testimony to God’s grace in their lives. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Reader: Gracious God, as we strive to call a new pastor for this
congregation, send your Spirit to guide our decisions and those of all others
in that process, so that the outcome reflects your will for our future. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the lives of all your saints. Their hope in you sustained
lives of faith and service. Encourage us with the hope they shared in you.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Please be seated.

MEAL

OFFERTORY Mark A. Fletcher



OFFERTORY PRAYER

Pastor:
People:

God of good gifts,

receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful
service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you
in this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus,
the wellspring of eternal life. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.
You bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, bring us to the fullness of
grace that belongs to the children of God. And so, with the Church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor:

People:

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish, but
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that
we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy
supper.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



Pastor:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying:
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Pastor:
People:

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Pastor:
People:

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.

Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.

HOLY COMMUNION
Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us in, with, and under these
elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a member here or come to us from
any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to receive Christ in body and blood, may still come
forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As
you come to the top of the center aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to
step to the side to take an individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and
then discard cups in the receptacle provided along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward,
communion can be brought to you after all have communed at the front. Please maintain safe distances
as you come forward and return to your seats.

COMMUNION MUSIC

Mark A. Fletcher

“Lamb of God” ELW 336
(verse 3)
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in your pre-cious blood, my Je-sus Christ, the Lamb of  God.

Text: Twila Paris,b. 1958

Music: Twila Paris

Text and music © 1985 Straightway Music/Mountain Spring Music

YOUR ONLY SON
LMD

Please stand as you are able.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
always in His grace.

People: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor:  Let us pray... Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of
Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to
hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love.

People: Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

Pastor:  God, the giver of love, Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy
Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.

People: Amen.

SENDING SONG “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” ELW 545

(music on next page)

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to
serve to the world.

People: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Mark A. Fletcher

© Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the public
domain unless otherwise indicated. ELW 336 “Lamb Of God” reprinted with permission obtained from CCLI License #11448643.
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Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.
Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.
PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 95 (not read during today’s service)

10 come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 2Let us come into his
presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 3For the LORD is a great
God, and a great King above all gods. 4In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains
are his also. 5The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 60 come, let us
worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 7For he is our God, and we are the people of
his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. O that today you would listen to his voice! 8Do not harden your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 9when your ancestors tested me, and put me to the
proof, though they had seen my work. 10For forty years | loathed that generation and said, "They are a people
whose hearts go astray, and they do not regard my ways." 11Therefore in my anger | swore, "They shall not
enter my rest."



