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Announcements for February 25, 2024

PRAYERS FOR OUR NJLC COMMUNITY

**new names added this week (NJLC connection)

Prayer Requests: Michelle Bloom (NJLC member); Nancy Orndorff (NJLC member), Cathy Ciesinski (Toni
Chancellor-Adams); Jay Merchant (Kate Freeman); Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock (Judy Fox); Evelyn
Bowman (NJLC member); Anna Adler (Leah Onderdonk);

MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25: Members can observe the call
candidate in his pastoral role as he conducts the morning worship service. Immediately following the service, a
special congregation call meeting to gather information about the candidate will occur, followed with discussion
and questions from the congregation. Lastly, the vote on the candidate will be taken by paper ballots. ELCA
Metro DC Synod Bishop Leila Ortis will attend the call meeting.

FINAL COLLECTION OF THANKOFFERINGS, FEBRUARY 25: Today is the final day for collection
of Thankofferings. When you arrive or leave the worship service, please drop your Thankoffering in the basket
which has been placed on a stand in the narthex. Extra envelopes for the Thankoffering are located in the box
on the bench in the narthex, if needed.

“THE THEOLOGY OF THE CROSS” Adult Forum: Pastor Carl will lead an examination of atonement
theory — what we really mean when we use words like “savior” and “redeemer.” It addresses the question,
“Why did Jesus have to die?”” The class will meet following worship on March 10, March 17, and March 24.

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY: New members will be received Easter Sunday, March 31. If you are interested
in membership, please contact Pastor Carl at Pastor.njlc@gmail.com or 703-955-6714.

SEASON OF LENT

Feb. 24 (Sat): “Meet and Greet” the Call Candidate

Feb. 25 (Sun): Call Candidate conducts service, Special congregation call meeting and Vote
Mar. 3 (Sun): First Communion Instruction, 11:00 a.m.

Mar. 10 (Sun): "The Theology of the Cross" Adult Forum, 11:00 a.m.

Mar. 17 (Sun): First Communion Instruction, 11:00 a.m.

Mar. 17 (Sun): “The Theology of the Cross” Adult Forum, 11:00 a.m.

Mar. 24 (Sun): Palm Sunday First Communion

Mar. 24 (Sun): "The Theology of the Cross™ Adult Forum 11:00 a.m.

Mar. 29 (Fri): Good Friday service at Bethel Lutheran Church 7:30 p.m.

SCRIPTURE/PRAYER READERS FOR FEBRUARY/MARCH:
February 25 — Kate Freeman

March 3 — Linda Heffern

March 10 — Bill George

March 17 — Matt Jorgenson

March 24 (Palm/Passion Sunday) — AJ Jorgenson

March 31 (Easter Sunday) — Toni Chancellor-Adams


mailto:Pastor.njlc@gmail.com

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180
www.njlclovettsville.org
Church Office 540-822-5576 officenjlc@gmail.com
Pastor Phillip Carl (703) 955-6714 pastor.njlc@gmail.com

OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship.

OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation.

WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM

A few items of note to help you in your time here today:

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so.

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you.

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present
to us in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate
whether a member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those
not ready to receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in
blessing. Follow the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to
the top of the center aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to
step to the side to take an individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second).
Please receive and then discard cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot
come forward, communion can be brought to you after all have communed at the front.

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall
downstairs with age-appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard
over the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday
Morning Nursery, it is located in the end room of the education building.

HANDICAP ACCESSIBILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs
at the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is
available to run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels.

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit!

As the season of Lent is a time of prayer and quiet reflection, there
will be no flowers on the altar throughout the Lenten Season.

To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2024 Flower
Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office.




Introduction

The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and
Sarah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain
in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith
in the God who brings life into being where there was no life. We receive this baptismal
promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign
of the covenant, and we too get new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ.

GATHERING

READER FOR TODAY Kate Freeman

PRELUDE “Organ Solo from a Concerto” Mark A. Fletcher
By Matthew Cambridge

We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude.

WELCOME

Please stand as you ae able.




CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious
God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent.
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things
we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you,
and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Aimighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “O Word of God Incarnate” ELW 514

(see music on next page)



O Word of God Incarnate
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Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.
Music: MUNICH. Neuvernnelirtes Gesanebuch. Meinineen. 1693

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
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And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Kyrie
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor:
People:

Let us pray...

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of
shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in
the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD

FIRST READING Genesis 17:1-7,15-16

Reader:

Reader:
People:

The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Genesis...

"When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and
said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. ?And |
will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly
numerous.” 3*Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, #“As for me,
this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of
nations. °No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be
Abraham; for | have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. °l will
make you exceedingly fruitful; and | will make nations of you, and kings shall
come from you. ‘I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your
offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant,
to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” *God said to Abraham,
“As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her
name. 'l will bless her, and moreover | will give you a son by her. | will
bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come
from her.”

Word of God. Word of life.

Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 4:13-25

Reader:

The second reading for today is recorded in the book of Romans ...

"“The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. "If it
is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the
promise is void. '°For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law,



neither is there violation. "°For this reason it depends on faith, in order that
the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants,
not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, '"as it is written, “I have made you
the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that
do not exist. "®Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the
father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall
your descendants be.” ""He did not weaken in faith when he considered his
own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred
years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. “°No
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong
in his faith as he gave glory to God, “'being fully convinced that God was
able to do what he had promised. ’Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him
as righteousness.” “’Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written
not for his sake alone, *“but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, >who was handed
over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

Reader: Word of God. Word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
= ” i » |
o
7 ’ ® —
Let your stead - fast love come to us, O Lord.
0-—
e .
J ! — & 3
Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.
— — — I
g | 2 — o o

Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.



GOSPEL READING Mark 8:31-38

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the eighth chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

*I[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,
and be killed, and after three days rise again.*’He said all this quite openly.
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. **But turning and
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan!
For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
*He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and
follow me. **For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. *°For
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? *’Indeed,
what can they give in return for their life? **Those who are ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of
Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Children’s Message Call Candidate

Sermon

Call Candidate

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Will You Come and Follow Me” ELW 798

(music on next page)
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Will You Come and Follow Me

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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APOSTLE’S CREED

People: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:

Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church,
the well-being of creation, and a world in need. We turn to you for meaning,
holy God. Nurture in your children the gifts of the Spirit poured out in
baptism and let the mind of Christ guide the church. Give wisdom and
discernment to our bishops, pastors, deacons, teachers, and leaders. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for renewal. Save lives and ecosystems threatened by
pollution and a changing climate. Cleanse the earth’s waters and restore the
soil. Preserve rainforests, deserts, and wildlife, that generations to come
may cherish your creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for justice. Uphold the worth and dignity of every person,
especially any who experience hatred and rejection because of gender,
ability, sexual orientation, color, ethnicity, or religion. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for healing. Send compassionate helpers to any who suffer
because of war and violence. Shelter unhoused people, befriend those who
are lonely, bring hope to any in despair, console the bereaved, and bring
comfort especially to Michelle Bloom, Nancy Orndorff, Cathy Ciesinski, Jay
Merchant, Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock, Evelyn Bowman, Anna Adler.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for purpose. Remind us of your faithfulness to this
congregation. Increase our trust in your guidance and keep us near the
cross. Grant that our acts of service will express Christ’s sacrificial love.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for insight. Guide this congregation as we continue the process
of calling a new pastor. Inform all our decisions, so that the outcome
reflects your will for our future. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We turn to you for peace. We honor the saints who lived in service to others.
Inspire us by their example until you gather us into your kingdom. Hear us,

O God.
Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our
hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
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GREETING & PEACE

Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you always.
People: And also with you.
We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors.
MEAL
OFFERTORY “This Lonesome Valley” Sarah Stillman, Soloist
Arr. by Don Besig and Nancy Price Curtis Adams, Flutist
OFFERTORY RESPONSE

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Olffering Song
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Generous God,

People: Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these
gifts that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness.
Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger for justice and
peace. We pray this in your name. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor:  Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and
prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we
may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor:

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and
accomplished our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor:
People:

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Pastor:

Come to the banquet, for now all is ready.

Please be seated.




HOLY COMMUNION

-]

7T

=

—»

S

Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have mer - cy on
n |- L [ p——— |
Ao v ST . |
l“rJD L d a . JI !
us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the
n i ] | — L
/ T, : T : ;
. = .
J
world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you
0— ———— |
o> 4" 1o r—e 5
J |
take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Please stand as you are able.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

Pastor:  The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you
unto life eternal.
People: Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor:  Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As
grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed

the world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life.
People: Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

Pastor:  Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

People: Amen.

SENDING SONG ‘I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”
(see music on next page)

DISMISSAL
Pastor:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Following the Congregational Meeting, we invite you
to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall.

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together,

go forth in peace to serve in the world.

18
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I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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2 In my tr1 - als, Lord, walk with me; walk with
3 When I'm in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with
Tord, T want Je - sus to walk with me. walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual; arr. hymnal version
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augshurg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All
text/music for hymns are found in the public domain unless otherwise indicated. Arrangement for DATH 9 “Kyrie” and ELW 798 “Will You Come and
Follow Me” are reprinted with permission obtained from One License with license #A-727155 and CCLI License #11448643.
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PSALM OF THE DAY: 22:23-31 (not read during today’s service)

#*You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. Stand in
awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel. *For the LORD does not despise nor
abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the LORD’s face hidden from them; but
when they cry out, the LORD hears them. “°’From you comes my praise in the great
assembly; | will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. ?°The
poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your
hearts live forever! ?’All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God. ?°For dominion belongs to

the LORD, who rules over the nations. °Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall
bow down in worship; all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall
kneel before the LORD. **Their descendants shall serve the LORD, whom they shall
proclaim to generations to come. *'They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a
people yet unborn, saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”



