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Announcements for January 28, 2024

PRAYERS FOR OUR NJLC COMMUNITY 
**new names added this week (NJLC connection) 
Prayer Requests:  **Nancy Orndorff (NJLC member); **Jay Merchant (Kate Freeman); **Cathy Ciesinski 
(Toni Chancellor-Adams);  Marion Anderson (Sherry Whipple); Pam Hite (Joe Heffern); Mary Thompson 
(George Hoopengardner); Wayne Dunkley (NJLC member); Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock (Judy Fox); Evelyn 
Bowman (NJLC member); Anna Adler (Leah Onderdonk)

THANKOFFERINGS 
NJ WELCA will be collecting Thankofferings during the month of February.  Offerings can be collected in any 
kind of container such as a jar or box.  Donations may also be submitted by check.  Please make checks payable 
to NJ WELCA with “Thankoffering” in the memo.  Final collection will be Sunday, February 25.  These 
offerings are used to support the ELCA’s women’s many ministries.  

THE 2024 FLOWER SIGN-UP CHART 
The altar flowers are a beautiful and meaningful addition to the worship service each Sunday and a joyful way 
to give glory to God and honor our family and friends.  Please consider signing up to provide altar flowers.  The 
sign-up chart for the New Year is posted downstairs on the bulletin board next to the fellowship hall.  Lots of 
Sundays available for the year.  

FELLOWSHIP HOUR SPONSORS 
Volunteers are needed to sponsor a fellowship hour after a Sunday service.  Please consider sponsoring a 
Sunday.  The sign-up sheet is located on the table by the kitchen.  Volunteers need to set up/clean up as well as 
donating drinks and light goodies.  

SOUPER SUNDAY POTLUCK, FEBRUARY 11 
NJLC will mark the Super Bowl with soup in our bowls. What better way to warm up in winter than with 
SOUP and CHILI? Potluck will be in the Fellowship Hall after Sunday service.  Sign-up sheet for Souper 
Sunday is located in the fellowship hall.

NEW ADDRESS FOR NANCY ORNDORFF 
Nancy has moved to Frederick, Maryland. Her new address is: Somerford House Frederick, 2100 Whitties Dr., 
Room 503, Frederick, MD 21702.

SEASON OF LENT:
The schedule for the season is below. Please let Pastor Carl know if you have one or more children who will be 
attending First Communion classes.

 Feb 14 (Wed): Ash Wednesday, 12 noon service
 Feb. 18: (Sun): First Communion Instruction, 11:00 a.m.
 Feb. 25: (Sun): "The Theology of the Cross" Adult Forum, 11:00 a.m.
 Mar. 3 (Sun): First Communion Instruction, 11:00 a.m.
 Mar. 10 (Sun): "The Theology of the Cross" Adult Forum, 11:00 a.m.
 Mar. 17 (Sun): First Communion Instruction, 11:00 a.m.
 Mar. 24  (Sun): Palm Sunday, First Communion

"The Theology of the Cross" Adult Forum”, 11:00 a.m.
 Mar. 29 (Fri): Good Friday Service at Bethel Lutheran Church, 7:30 p.m.

SCRIPTURE/PRAYER READERS FOR FEBRUARY:
February 4 – Sarah Stillman    
February 11 – Jim Freeman   
February 18 – Curtis Adams
February 25 – Kate Freeman
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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM
A few items of note to help you in your time here today:

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so.
NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you.
COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us
in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a
member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to
receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow
the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to the top of the center
aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to step to the side to take an
individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and then discard
cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward, communion can be
brought to you after all have communed at the front.
CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall
downstairs with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard over
the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday Morning Nursery,
it is located in the end room of the education building.
HANDICAP ACCESSIBILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at
the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to
run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels.

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit!

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180

www.njlclovettsville.org
Church Office 540-822-5576 officenjlc@gmail.com
Pastor Phillip Carl (703) 955-6714 pastor.njlc@gmail.com

OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship.
OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation.

The altar flowers are given by the Legas Family to the glory of God 
and in memory of our NJLC members who have recently passed: 
Mack Keister, Betty Wetzler, and Gary Lowry.

To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2024 Flower
Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office.
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Introduction
In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; 
in Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church these are 
ways of pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We 
encounter that authority in God’s word, around which we gather, the word that prevails 
over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus.

GATHERING

READER FOR TODAY  Amanda Zlato

PRELUDE   “Sing to the Lord” Mark A. Fletcher
   Arr. By Lani Smith

We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude.

WELCOME

Please stand as you are able.

GATHERING HYMN “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” ELW 886
(see music on next page)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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This is the feast of vic- to-ry for our God. Al - le - lu - ia

Canticle of Praise

Pastor: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: Let us pray…
People: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant 

presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring 
wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, 
that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

THE WORD
FIRST READING Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Deuteronomy…

[Moses said:] 15The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what 
you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly 
when you said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever 
again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the Lord replied to me: “They are 
right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from 
among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, 
who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not 
heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold 
accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or 
who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the 
prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”

Reader: Word of God. Word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Reader: The second reading for today is recorded in the book of 1 Corinthians…

1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess 
knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to 
know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone 
who loves God is known by him. 4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to 
idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that “there is no 
God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven 
or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet for us 
there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we 
exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through 
whom we exist. 7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since 
some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL READING Mark 1:21-28
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, 
he entered the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his 
teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 
23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and 
he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 

food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is 
defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do 
not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of yours 
does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see 
you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, 
since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food 
sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom 
Christ died are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against members of your 
family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 
13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I 
may not cause one of them to fall.

Reader: Word of God. Word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.
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Children’s Message Pastor Phil Carl

Sermon Pastor Phil Carl

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Cast Out, O Christ” ACS 1016
 (see music on next page)

come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus 
rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean 
spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They 
were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new 
teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they 
obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding 
region of Galilee

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
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APOSTLE’S CREED

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reader: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing 

on the church, the world, and all of creation. Loving God, we pray that your 
example of teaching with confidence and authority builds up your church in 
love. May all church leaders and teachers honor your instruction and model 
your inclusive ways. God of grace,

People: receive our prayer.
Reader: Renewing God, we pray for all of creation, that waterways flow clean and 

clear, natural spaces are protected, and our planet is healed. Let us commit 
to thoughtful care of the earth. God of grace,

People: receive our prayer.
Reader: Justice-seeking God, we pray for those in government and community 

leadership, that they lead with honor and mindfulness. May they remember 
their covenants and be upright in their ways. God of grace,

People: receive our prayer.
Reader: Compassionate God, we pray for all in need, especially those who have 

known rejection, any who struggle with long-term illness or chronic pain, 
those without access to safe housing or health care, and any who suffer - 
especially Nancy Orndorff, Jay Merchant, Cathy Ciesinski,  Marion 
Anderson, Pam Hite, Mary Thompson, Wayne Dunkley, Evelyn Bowman,  
Anna Adler, Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock. God of grace,

People: receive our prayer.
Reader: Still-speaking God, we pray for our congregation, for its artists and 

musicians, for its educators and caregivers, that all gifts are used to care for 
those in need and to live out your example of accompaniment, gospel 
witness, and love. God of grace,

People: receive our prayer.
Reader: God of new beginnings, as we strive to call a new pastor for this 

congregation, send your Spirit to guide our decisions and those of all others 
in that process, so the outcome reflects your will for our future. God of grace,

People: receive our prayer.
 Here other intercessions may be offered.

Reader: Eternal God, we remember all who have been teachers, mentors, and 
companions in the church and in our lives. We trust that all who have died 
rest in your loving care. God of grace,

People: receive our prayer.
Reader: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the 

silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
People: Amen.
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GREETING & PEACE
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.
People: And also with you.

We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors.
Please be seated.

MEAL

OFFERTORY “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” ACS 1016
 (see music on next page)

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
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Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER
Pastor: Generous God,
People: Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread 

and cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive 
what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on the earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



16

HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and

great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and
accomplished our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Let us pray as the Lord has taught us:
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Pastor: Come to the banquet, for now all is ready.

Please be seated.
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HOLY COMMUNION

Please stand as you are able.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Pastor: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you

unto life eternal.
People: Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Pastor: Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.

Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now
and forever.

People: Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
Pastor: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
People: Amen.

SENDING SONG “Jesus Shall Reign” ELW 434
 (See music on next page)

DISMISSAL
Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “March from Scipio” Mark A. Fletcher
  By G.F. Handel

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve to the world.

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall.
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Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the
public domain unless otherwise indicated. Arrangement for DATH 9 “Kyrie” and ACS 1016 “Cast Out, O Christ” are reprinted with permission obtained from

 One License with license #A-727155 and CCLI License #11448643.
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PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 111 (not read during today’s service)
1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with | my whole heart, in the assembly of the 
upright, in the congregation. 2Great are your works, O Lord, pondered by all who 
delight in them. 3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness 
endures forever. 4You cause your wonders to be remembered; you are gracious and 
full of compassion. 5You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your 
covenant. 6You have shown your people the power of your works in giving them the 
lands of the nations. 7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your 
precepts are sure. 8They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth 
and equity. 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant 
forever; holy and awesome is your name. 10The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom; all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures 
forever.


