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Announcements for January 21, 2024

PRAYERS FOR OUR NJLC COMMUNITY 
**new names added this week (NJLC connection) 
Prayer Requests:  **Marion Anderson (Sherry Whipple); **Pam Hite (Joe Heffern);  Mary Thompson (George 
Hoopengardner); Wayne Dunkley (NJLC member); Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock (Judy Fox); Evelyn 
Bowman (NJLC member); Anna Adler (Leah Onderdonk)

WE ANNOUNCE WITH SADNESS, carried on the wings of resurrection hope, the news of Mack Keister and 
Betty Wetzler’s deaths. May God’s Spirit of comfort surround their family members and friends, and be a 
source of help across these coming days and weeks as a promised beacon of hope. Our prayers and sympathies 
rest especially with Helen and Tammy Kiester, Ben Hooper, and Andi Miller.  Services for Mack Kiester will be 
at New Jerusalem on February 3 at 11:00 a.m.  

THANKOFFERINGS:  NJ WELCA will be collecting Thankofferings during the month of February.  These 
offerings are used to support the ELCA’s women’s ministries.  More details to follow.

THE 2024 FLOWER SIGN-UP CHART:  The altar flowers are a beautiful and meaningful addition to the 
worship service each Sunday and a joyful way to give glory to God and honor our family and friends.  Please 
consider signing up to provide altar flowers.  The sign-up chart for the New Year is posted downstairs on the 
bulletin board next to the fellowship hall.  Lots of Sundays available for the year.  

FELLOWSHIP HOUR SPONSORS:   Volunteers are needed to sponsor a fellowship hour after a Sunday 
service.  Please consider sponsoring a Sunday.  The sign-up sheet is located on the table by the kitchen.  
Volunteers need to set up/clean up as well as donating drinks and light goodies.  

SOUPER SUNDAY POTLUCK, FEBRUARY 11:  Let’s herald the beginning of the Lenten season with a 
celebration of the perfect food for cold winter days: SOUP. Potluck will be in the Fellowship Hall after Sunday 
services. 

SEASON OF LENT:  Pastor Carl will lead two classes during the season, an Adult Forum considering “The 
Theology of the Cross” and a First Communion class. The schedule for the season is below. Please let Pastor 
Carl know if you have one or more children who will be attending First Communion classes.

 Feb 14 (Wed): Ash Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. service
 Feb. 18: (Sun): First Communion Instruction, 11:00 a.m.
 Feb. 25: (Sun): "The Theology of the Cross" Adult Forum, 11:00 a.m.
 Mar. 3 (Sun): First Communion Instruction, 11:00 a.m.
 Mar. 10 (Sun): "The Theology of the Cross" Adult Forum, 11:00 a.m.
 Mar. 17 (Sun): First Communion Instruction, 11:00 a.m.
 Mar. 24  (Sun): Palm Sunday

First Communion
"The Theology of the Cross" Adult Forum (11:00 a.m.)

SCRIPTURE/PRAYER READERS FOR JANUARY/FEBRUARY:
January 21 – Joel Lemp   
January 28 – Amanda Zlato
February 4 – Sarah Stillman    February 18 – Curtis Adams
February 11 – Jim Freeman   February 25 – Kate Freeman
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WELCOME TO NEW JERUSALEM
A few items of note to help you in your time here today:

MASKS — Masks are optional for worship and events at New Jerusalem, though we
encourage mask wearing for anyone who chooses to do so.

NEWCOMERS — Visitors are always welcome and we invite you to sign our guestbook
located in the entryway or fill out a pew card from the pew rack in front of you.

COMMUNION — Welcome to the table of Christ where we believe Christ is fully present to us
in, with, and under these elements of bread and wine. You are invited to participate whether a
member here or come to us from any other denominational tradition. Those not ready to
receive Christ in body and blood, may still come forward to receive Christ in blessing. Follow
the directions of the ushers who will dismiss each pew. As you come to the top of the center
aisle, the pastor will place a wafer in your hands and invite you to step to the side to take an
individual cup of wine (first tray) or grape juice (second). Please receive and then discard
cups in the receptacle along the altar rail. If you cannot come forward, communion can be
brought to you after all have communed at the front.

CHILDREN — We seek to be a family-friendly congregation who enjoys having children
among us, including the littler ones. We have a Cherub’s Corner in the fellowship hall
downstairs with age appropriate toys, books, etc. and the worship service can be heard over
the speakers. Should you have the need/desire to utilize our staffed Sunday Morning Nursery,
it is located in the end room of the education building.

HANDICAP ACCESSIBILITY — Handicap accessible restrooms are located downstairs at
the back of our Fellowship Hall or across in our Education Building. Someone is available to
run the lift should you need to get up and down between levels.

We hope that in your time among us, you will encounter the love of God in Spirit!

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, Virginia 20180

www.njlclovettsville.org
Church Office 540-822-5576 officenjlc@gmail.com
Pastor Phillip Carl (703) 955-6714 pastor.njlc@gmail.com

OUR MISSION: Responding to God’s grace, we are a welcoming congregation growing in Christian faith
through worship, learning, serving, and fellowship.
OUR VISION: NJLC is a compassionate community of disciples that values everyone & expresses faith by
connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, & all creation.

The altar flowers are given by Harold and Dottie Gladstone to the glory 
of God and in memory of those in our family who have gone before us.

To provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday, sign-up on the 2024 Flower
Chart located in the church hallway or contact the church office.
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Introduction
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show 
us the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins 
proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance right after John the 
Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later 
executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of 
brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all their lives to follow 
Jesus and fish for people.

GATHERING

READER FOR TODAY Joel Lemp

PRELUDE   “Here I Am, Lord” Mark A. Fletcher
   Arr. By Mark Hayes

We prepare our hearts and minds for worship during the prelude.

WELCOME

Please stand as you are able.

GATHERING HYMN “O Christ, Our Light, O Radiance True” ELW 675
 (see music on next page)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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This is the feast of vic- to-ry for our God. Al - le - lu - ia

Canticle of Praise

Pastor: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: Let us pray…
People: Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your 

service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

THE WORD

FIRST READING Jonah 3:1-5,10 

Reader: The first reading for today is recorded in the book of Jonah…
1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So 
Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now 
Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah 
began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days 
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh 
believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on 
sackcloth. 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil 
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would 
bring upon them; and he did not do it.

Reader: Word of God. Word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Reader: The second reading for today is recorded in the book of 1 Corinthians …
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let 
even those who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who 
mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though 
they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no 
possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no 
dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.

Reader: Word of God. Word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL READING Mark 1:14-20

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 16As Jesus passed along 
the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into 
the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and 
I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he 
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, 
and followed him.

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
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Children’s Message Pastor Phil Carl

THE PRAYGROUND
 Children are invited to The Prayground for Bible lessons, activities, crafts and prayers.

Sermon Pastor Phil Carl

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” ELW 310
 (see music on next page)
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APOSTLE’S CREED

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reader: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing 

on the church, the world, and all of creation. God our rock and deliverance, 
do not let your church be shaken. We trust you never abandon your 
promises to the most vulnerable among us. Give your church wisdom and 
empathy in its varied ministries. God of grace,

People: receive our prayer.

Reader: God our hope and refuge, you placed the fish in the sea. Guide our care of 
oceans and all creatures that live in them. Hold us accountable for actions 
that endanger water sources and the people who depend on them. God of 
grace,

People: receive our prayer.

Reader: God who proclaims judgement and offers mercy, be a model to the leaders 
of our nation and the world. As they lead, may they follow in your way of 
justice and truth. God of grace,

People: receive our prayer.

Reader: God who cares for the suffering, care for survivors of assault and sexual 
abuse and sustain all who minister to them. Keep safe any who live under 
threat of violence, those living in poverty, and any among us who are ill or in 
pain; especially Marion Anderson, Pam Hite, Mary Thompson, Wayne Dunkley, 
Dean Fox and Peggy Glascock, Evelyn Bowman, and Anna Adler. God of grace,

People: receive our prayer.

Reader: God of resurrection and new life, as the first disciples shared the good news, 
empower us and this faith community to be open to your call. When we are 
uncertain of your call, assure us. When we have strayed from your ways, 
redirect us. God of grace,

People: receive our prayer.

Reader: God of new beginnings, as we strive to call a new pastor for this 
congregation, send your Spirit to guide our decisions and those of all others 
in that process, so the outcome reflects your will for our future. God of grace,

People: receive our prayer.

 Here other intercessions may be offered.

Reader: God who holds the saints against your tender bosom, we trust you welcome 
them into your care. Comfort those who grieve, even as we place our hope 
in your salvation. God of grace,

People: receive our prayer.

Reader: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the 
silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

People: Amen.
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GREETING & PEACE
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.
People: And also with you.

We invite you to turn and share a sign of peace with your neighbors.
Please be seated.

MEAL

OFFERTORY “Ancient of Days” Mark A. Fletcher
By Thomas Chesterton

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
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Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER
Pastor: Generous God,
People: Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread 

and cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive 
what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on the earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and

great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and
accomplished our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Let us pray as the Lord has taught us:
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Pastor: Come to the banquet, for now all is ready.

Please be seated.
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HOLY COMMUNION

Please stand as you are able.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Pastor: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen you

unto life eternal.
People: Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Pastor: Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.

Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now
and forever.

People: Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
Pastor: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
People: Amen.

SENDING SONG “O Jesus, I Have Promised” ELW 810
 (See music on next page)

DISMISSAL
Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” Mark A. Fletcher
   Arr. by James Mansfield

Renewed and strengthened by our worship together, go forth in peace to serve to the world.

Following today’s Service, we invite you to find fellowship downstairs in the fellowship hall.
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Liturgical text/music/arrangements reprinted courtesy of SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies License #SAS006365. All rights reserved. Used for worship podcast/streaming by permission of Augsburg Fortress. All text/music for hymns are found in the
public domain unless otherwise indicated. Arrangement for DATH 9 “Kyrie” and ELW 675 “O Christ, Our Light, O Radiance True” are reprinted with permission obtained from

 One License with license #A-727155 and CCLI License #11448643.
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PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 62:5-12 (not read during today’s service)
5For God alone I wait in silence; truly, my hope is in God. 6God alone is my rock and my 
salvation, my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 7In God is my deliverance and 
my honor; God is my strong rock and my refuge. 8Put your trust in God always, O people, 
pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge. 9Those of high degree are but a 
fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted. Placed on the scales together they 
weigh even less than a breath. 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 11God has spoken once, twice have I 
heard it, that power belongs to God. 12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, for you 
repay all according to their deeds.


