
  

  

 

(cousin of Barbara Tritapoe); Bob & Keith Keister (brothers of 
Mack Keister); Patricia Freeman (mother of Jim Freeman); Mil-
dred Kulak, (mother of Gary Kulak); Darla Dodle (Clarice Diet-
er’s neighbor); Kim Lassiter (Linda Guyton). *Names in brackets 
indicate the person requesting the prayers. Please keep Eva in the church office 
informed of those for whom we pray and who can be removed. 
 
SUNDAY LENTEN BIBLE STUDY:  March 18, 2018. 
What was your reaction to last week’s chancel drama “Nic at 
Night”?  How are Christians born of the spirit?  How does this 
drama relate to the themes of identity and belonging?  The 
class meets at 9:00 AM in the adult classroom.  All adults and 
youth are invited. 
Looking ahead:  NO CLASS on Palm Sunday or Easter Sun-
day. 
  
TAKING FAITH HOME:  March 18, 2018. 
“To see Jesus is to follow the way of the cross.”  Read John 
12:20-33 and the Devotions section of the bulletin insert.  Re-
flect on how being a follower of Jesus helps others to see 
him.  Discuss this with your family. 

 
NJLC’S LENTEN PROGRAM THIS SUNDAY, MARCH 18: 
We continue our Lenten focus on the three basic needs all hu-
mans share. This Sunday we focus on BELONGING. Our wor-
ship will include a short chancel drama, Can Anybody Really 
Hear Me, based on James 1:17-27 and our gospel reading from 
Mark 7:31-37. Please join us at 10:00 a.m. and invite others to 
also “Come and Hear.”  
 
PALM SUNDAY BRUNCH - POT LUCK BRUNCH: 
On Palm Sunday, March 25, at 11:30 a.m., im-
mediately following the worship service, all are 
invited to attend the traditional congregational 
potluck brunch. Please sign up in the fellowship 
hall if you plan on attending and what you will 
bring. Thank you from the Hospitality Commit-
tee. If you have any questions, contact Barbara 
Vilpors at bvilps@yahoo.com.  
 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE at Bethel Lutheran Church:  

New Jerusalem will join with Bethel and Zion 
Lutheran Churches for a community Good Friday 
Service “From Light to Darkness.” This will be a 
service of prayers, hymns, and scripture read-
ings.  Everyone is encouraged to join as one in 
Christ at Bethel Lutheran Church on March 30 at 
7:30 pm to remember the cost of our sin and the 
depth of our Savior’s love. 

 The Attraction of the Repellant Cross 
Two themes vie for attention in the readings: 
divine forgiveness (with attention paid to the 
human sinfulness that makes it necessary!) 
and the cross’s mysterious power. 
Jeremiah prophesies of God’s desire and ability to wipe the slate 
clean and to come even closer than before, in the form of a “new 
covenant” with God’s people. But how is this possible? God and 
God’s people were already as close as husband and wife—one 
flesh! Even so, God promises to forgive the divorce and forge an 
even more profound unity and intimacy with God’s people. 
The composers of both psalm alternatives (51 and 119) sing of 
the relief and joy of being forgiven and then taught, sustained, 
and sanctified by God’s Spirit. Both psalmists testify that relief 
and joy more than balance the agony of confessing their un-
worthiness and brokenness and their own culpability for both. 
In the gospel, Jesus plants the image of the (dead) seed coming 
to life and bearing fruit, as a metaphor for his own crucifixion and 
being “lifted up” on our behalf. The Greeks ask to see Jesus. We 
might paraphrase Jesus’ oblique response this way: “If you want 
to see me, first look down into the dirt; then look up to the cross.” 
The connection point for the two themes is deep (even intimate) 
service to the other. Jeremiah tells us that God will come closer 
to us than a husband to a wife—directly into our hearts! Deep in 
this mystery we will be known—truly known even beyond our fear 
of being known—and forgiven and loved. Jesus then promises 
that through his life in us, we will be drawn into a similar emptying 
of selves as we enter richly into the lives of others so that they 
too will know the joy and relief of being known and loved. In this 
way, confession leads finally to mission. 
 
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO SERVE OUR NATION: 

Lori Magnusson, Bob Godec, Lt. Kawika 
Chang, Major Andrew Zapf, Major Mack 
Brownell, Capt. Timothy Donelson, Capt. 
Raven Donelson, Capt. Gretchen Day, 
Capt. Christopher  Day, Christopher Lentz 
and Ryan Lemp. 
 

PRAYERS OF HEALING AND OTHER NEEDS: 
Carol Francis & family (friends of Linda Heffern); Stacey Zim-
merlee (Rick Norgaard’s cousin); Cady Family (Lisa Schleipfer); 
Gary Lowry, Larry Bowman & Shirley Debow (members of NJLC); 
Rob Freeman (AIM @ NJLC 1999-2006); Joyce (Miller) Goodson, 
Cathy (Smith) Bolinger and Pat Mascaro (friends of Judy Fox); 
Peggy Steadman (Richard Sullivan’s daughter); Gary Edwards 
(friend of David Whipple); Cheyenne Whipple (Warren & Sherry 
Whipple’s daughter-in-law); Bob Frye (brother of Helen Keister 
and Joyce Hoopengardner); Travis Rook (Clarice Dieter’s neph-
ew); John Lamm (son of Barbara Lamm); Joyce Norris Miller 

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY TEXTS FOR 03/18/2018 
 1st Reading: Gen 9:8-17                      2nd Reading: Peter 3:18-22 
 Psalm: 25:1-10                               Gospel Reading: Mark 1:9-15 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
God’s work.  Our hands. 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church   12942 Lutheran Church Rd, Lovettsville,VA 20180   njlc@loudounwireless.com  

Fifth Sunday in Lent -  March 18, 2018 -  Worship at 10 a.m. 
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Our Mission: Responding to God’s grace, we are a a welcoming congregation growing 
in Christian faith through worship, learning, serving and fellowship.  
Our Vision: New Jerusalem Lutheran Church is a compassionate community of disci-
ples that values everyone and expresses faith by connecting with God, the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and all creation.  

Sermon on the Amount      Attendance 110                       
Received 3/11/2018    $  3,203            Received 2018 YTD    $   33,657 
Needed Weekly     $ 3,458            Budgeted for 2018       $ 193,000 
Over/(Under) Budget   $   (255)           Projected Year End     $ 175,014 
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TEXTS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 03/25/2018 
 1st Reading: Isa 50:4-9a                         2nd Reading: Phil 2:5-11 
 Psalm: 31:9-16                       Gospel Reading: Mark 14:1-15;47 

EASTER EGG HUNT: 
We will be accepting candy 
and plastic egg donations for 
the upcoming Easter Egg 
Hunt on Easter Sunday, April 
1st. Candy and eggs can be 
dropped off in the fellowship 
hall kitchen. All candy should 
be individually wrapped and 
small enough to fit in a stand-
ard plastic egg. 

 
 

FRESH CUT FLOWERS NEEDED 
ON EASTER FOR A SPECIAL CROSS: 

We encourage everyone to 
bring fresh cut flowers on Easter 
Sunday. Arrive early for our 
10:00 a.m. festival service and 
add your flowers to a special 
“flowered cross.” The flowered 
cross symbolizes the Resurrec-
tion and new life. As both adults 
and children contribute flowers, 
we symbolically participate in 
the new life that begins at East-
er through Christ’s resurrection. 
If the weather is lovely, we will 
decorate this cross outside the 
main entrance doors to the 
sanctuary. In case the weather 
is more inclement, we will deco-
rate the cross in the fellowship 
hall prior to the service. Deco-
rating will begin at 9:30 a.m. It’s a lot easier if your flower 
stems are not more than four to six inches long. 
At the conclusion of our 10:00 a.m. Easter service, we will 
process this cross from the front of the sanctuary, out of the 
church, and place it at the entrance to the NJLC cemetery 
for all the community to see. 

 
ALL NEWCOMERS: 
Newcomers are always welcome at New 
Jerusalem and we love having visitors. 
But for those who would like to officially 
join our church family and become a for-
mal member of this congregation, you will 
have an opportunity to do so during the 
service on Sunday, April 22, 2018.   
Please contact Pastor Cindy in the 
church office at 540-822-5576 or Linda 
Heffern at 540-822-4033 by April 1 if you 
are interested in joining at this time. 
 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS: 

PLEASE CONSIDER CONTRIBUTING 
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR A SUNDAY SERVICE! 

 
The flower arrangement you see 
on the altar each Sunday morn-
ing is a beautiful & meaningful 
addition to the worship service. 
Sign up on the 2018 flower chart 
posted on the bulletin board in 
the downstairs hallway in the 
church (near the elevator). 
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SEEKING A STAFF NURSERY WORKER 
FOR SUNDAY MORNINGS 

At its March 6 meeting, the church Council 
unanimously agreed to hire a nursery 
worker for infants, toddlers, & preschoolers 
during Sunday church services. Once hired 
this person will be assisted by additional 

volunteers from NJLC to re-establish a regular program on Sunday 
mornings for this growing group of young children at NJLC. If you 
know of someone who loves young children, is reliable, available 
on Sunday mornings from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m., & is at least 21 years 
of age & pass a background check, please have them contact the 
NJLC church office to pick up a job description & application form 
for this position. 
 
CHERUB’S CORNER: 
Children are welcome in worship, but if a parent 
needs to take a small child out of a worship service, 
the Cherub's Corner in the fellowship hall is availa-
ble.  Parents will be able to hear the worship service 
through New Jerusalem's sound system. The 
Cherub’s Corner is also useful during fellowship 
after the worship service. 
A BABY CHANGING STATION is located in the 
Ladies restroom at the far end of the fellowship hall. 
 
LIFTER SCHEDULE: March 2018   April 2018 
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES:  March 2018 
WEEKLY SERMON: Sermons are posted weekly on our church 
website. Please click below to read the latest: 
Adult Sermons: February 25, 2018       March 4, 2018    
March 11, 2018     Children’s Sermon  February 11, 2018 

 
      HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

 
Palm/Passion Sunday, March 25th 

Held at New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
10:00 a.m.    Liturgy of the Palms, Reading of the 
                         Passion of our Lord, Holy Communion 
11:30 a.m.    Traditional Palm Sunday Brunch          
 

Maundy Thursday, March 29th 
  7:30 p.m.    Joint Service with Bethel and Zion Lutheran 
          Churches at New Jerusalem 
                      -Holy Communion and Stripping of the Altar 

 
Good Friday, March 30th 

  7:30 p.m.    Joint Service with Bethel and Zion Lutheran 
          Churches at Bethel Lutheran Church 
                   “From Light to Darkness” 

 
 

Easter Sunday, April 1st 
  7:00 a.m.     “Son Rise” Service at Zion Lutheran Church 
  9:00 a.m.     Easter Service at Zion Lutheran Church 
10:00 a.m.     Easter Festival Celebration at New Jerusalem 
                          with Choir and Brass Ensemble 
11:15 a.m.     Easter Egg Hunt for Children 
           at New Jerusalem 
10:45 a.m.     Easter Service at Bethel Lutheran  
                         Church 
 
                    Bethel Lutheran Church is on Tankerville Road 
                          Zion Lutheran Church is on Morrisonville Road 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/547651f8e4b0e8780ffbb71c/t/5a8717709140b70db7912772/1518802801909/Lifters+March+2018.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/547651f8e4b0e8780ffbb71c/t/5aabda286d2a735227210d1c/1521211944777/NJLC+Lifters+April+2018.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/547651f8e4b0e8780ffbb71c/t/5a9036560d92973d0c64fc59/1519400535699/March+Birthdays+and+Anniversaries+2018.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/547651f8e4b0e8780ffbb71c/t/5a984b9508522926f70827fd/1519930261624/2018-02-25+Identity-Marvelously+and+Wonderfully.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/547651f8e4b0e8780ffbb71c/t/5aa29f770d92974ee609662c/1520607096561/2018-03-04+Belonging.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/547651f8e4b0e8780ffbb71c/t/5aabef26575d1f444afc5aec/1521217318569/2018-03-11+Bronze+Snake+and+a+Cross.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/547651f8e4b0e8780ffbb71c/t/5a8f28b153450a84ebabd5f4/1519331506334/2018-02-11+Children%27s+Message.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjA2pCE6trZAhVIxWMKHcSnDwUQjRwIBg&url=http://clipart-library.com/palm-branch-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw0FAv7gGcSsqKYtcUzHyrEv&ust=1520533266489863
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjr-vSVut_ZAhWHs1QKHSUHB2sQjRwIBg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pascochristian.com%2Fministries%2Fchildrens-ministry%2Fnursery.html&psig=AOvVaw33d48hzjU3nHPZgABs2mxl&ust=152
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjtla-zl_HZAhUKyGMKHZINCZ4QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstpaulsouthington.weebly.com%2Finformation-for-visitors-and-newcomers.html&psig=AOvVaw3mQ79qbnqJn5NNLwNSnV6u

