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CEMETERY NOTE: 
Phillip Hoff/Huff (1743-1796) was 
probably born in Frederick County, 
Maryland, he married Rosina 
(Wertz?), and came to the German 
Settlement (Lovettsville) around 
1781. Like many of the early Ger-
man settlers, he was probably 
“squatting” on the land, since he was 
sued by the agent for Charles Ben-
nett (a/k/a Earl of Tankerville) for 
trespass. A year later, Bennett gave 
Huff two parcels of land, one 50 
acres, the other 84 acres, as leases 
for the lives of two of his sons, and 
two Wertz boys. Phillip died in 1796, 
and his wife Rosanna died soon 
after. 
 
Among his known sons were Phillip Jr., George (who married 
Elisabeth Wine and moved to Muskingum County, Ohio), and 
Solomon. Solomon married Barbara Main, and they had three 
daughters: Catharina, born 1811; a daughter who died at five 
weeks of age in 1813 (buried here); and Elisabetha, born in 
1814. Catharina and Elisabetha were both baptized here.  Solo-
mon died 1814, at age 28, and he is also buried in the old ceme-
tery, but his grave is not marked.  
  
In 1832, Solomon’s daughter Elizabeth Huff married William 
Hoover, in Washington, D.C. They had a son John Thomas Hoo-
ver, who had a son Dickerson Hoover, who had a son named 
John Edgar Hoover –the controversial former FBI Director who 
was reportedly born in 1895.  When he was 13 years old, J. Ed-
gar Hoover was baptized at the Lutheran Church of the Refor-
mation in D.C., but a few years later he left and joined the Pres-
byterian church. 
 
FELLOWSHIP HOUR: 
Please sign up in the fellowship hall to assist with snacks for fel-
lowship after service.  You don’t have to be on the hospitality 
committee to sign up, but the hospitality committee will put it on 
the table before church lets out. If you have any questions please 
contact Barbara Vilpors, Fellowship/hospitality Chair at bvil-
pors@yahoo.com.  
 
REMEMBER TO OBSERVE THE 5 MINUTE RULE:  
We encourage all NJLC members to observe the Five Minute 
Rule this morning following our worship service. Spend the first 5 
minutes after worship greeting visitors and others whom you 
don’t know very well BEFORE greeting friends or doing “church 
business.” Extending the same kindness and love of Christ we’ve 
experienced to others makes a big difference, so let’s all strive to 
make NJLC the most welcoming congregation possible! 
 
CHERUB’S CORNER:  

Children are welcome in worship, but if a parent 
needs to take a small child out of a worship service, 
the Cherub's Corner in the fellowship hall is availa-
ble.  Parents will be able to hear the worship service 
through New Jerusalem's sound system. The 
Cherub’s Corner is also useful during fellowship 
after the worship service. A Baby Changing Sta-
tion is located in the Ladies restroom at the far end 
of the fellowship hall. 

ANNUAL MEETING – DECEMBER 3rd: 
This year’s annual congregational meeting will be December 3rd 
immediately following our Sunday’s worship service. Copies of 
the budget endorsed by Council will be available prior to the 
meeting.  The 2017 annual report will be distributed. 
 
WELCA AND THE SERVICES COMMITTEE would like the 
church to sponsor a needy family identified by the Parent Liai-
sons. We will have a little "giving tree" in the Fellowship Hall for 
the next 2 Sundays with some tags for coats and pj's with sizes 
for the children.    If you like, please take a tag, purchase the gift 
and return it unwrapped by Sunday, Dec. 3 (annual meeting 
Sunday) as the Parent Liaison needs these gifts by Dec. 8. 

Gift cards to Kohl's or Target 
would also be greatly appreciated. 

We are sorry for the short turn-around time. Whatever you can 
do to help will be greatly appreciated! WELCA and Services 
Committee." 
 
THE WOMEN OF NEW JERUSALEM are celebrating a suc-
cessful year by enjoying great food and fellowship at the West 
End Restaurant in Purcellville on December 10 at 1 PM. Last 
year there were 12 of us and we had a wonderful time. The food 
was good, but most of all we enjoyed the camaraderie. To All 
please consider joining us this year. See the menu by connect-
ing to this link (https://westendwinebarpub.com/), But, before 
you make a decision check out the restaurant, then let me know 
if you will be joining us. Contact me at Laurah@hamkeeast.com 
                                                            Shalom, Laura Hamke 
 
CONGRATULATIONS: 
Congratulations to Harriet Wegmeyer who recently received the 
Young Alumni Achievement Award at Cornell University's Agri-
cultural Life Sciences Alumni Banquet in Ithaca, New York.  Way 
to go, Harriet!   
 
THANK YOU: 
A special note of appreciation to Ed Spannaus and Mike Zapf for 
their many volunteer hours helping families looking for infor-
mation on ancestors who were members at New Jerusalem and/
or buried in the church's cemetery.  These timeless efforts in-
clude researching ancestral information, walking the cemetery to 
locate grave sites, and even driving around showing the family 
where the ancestors lived.  We are fortunate to have Mike and 
Ed as our parish historians and go out of their way to help when 
asked for assistance. 
 
HELP DECORATE: Thanks to all the Helping hands who 
stayed last week to help spruce up the sanctuary for this upcom-
ing celebration of our Lord’s birth. 
 
GIFTS OF HOPE: Gifts of Hope has been an annual tradition 
here at NJ since 1992 when the program was established by our 
Metropolitan Washington D.C. Synod.  Even though we will no 
longer be offering the gifts here at New Jerusalem they will still 
be available on line at  www.giftsofhopedc.org.         -Kay Garrett 
 
LIFTER SCHEDULE     December 
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES   December 
 
NAME TAGS: It helps us to get to know one another more easi-
ly if everyone wears a name tag on Sunday morning. If you’re 
attending only the worship service, just drop your name tag in 
the box in the church foyer as you exit the church. If you are 
going to the fellowship time after service, keep your name tag on 
and then drop it in the NAME TAG BOX in the hall before you 
leave. In either case, your name tag will reappear in the church 
foyer before the next  Sunday. 

TEXTS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 12/10/2017  
 1st Reading: Iza 40:1-11                2nd Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
 Psalm: 85:1-2, 8-13                       Gospel Reading: Mark 1:1-8 
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The marker for Phillip Huff, 
who died 9 March 1796, at 
age 53 years and 3 months.  

  

  

 

of Jim Freeman); Mildred Kulak, (Mother of Gary Kulak); Darla 
Dodle (Clarice Dieter’s neighbor); Kim Lassiter (Linda Guy-
ton).* Names in brackets indicate the person requesting the prayers. Please keep Eva at 

the church office informed of those for whom we pray and who can be removed from the list. 

 
SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY CLASS: December 3rd 
Today’s topic will be “What Does This Mean? – A Theology of 
Learning.” Join us at 9:00 AM in the adult classroom. 
  

“CALLING ALL SHEEP, SHEPHERDS, 
MARY, JOSEPH AND ANGELS” 

Back by popular demand, the chil-
dren of NJLC will perform the Gos-
pel Reading during the Christmas 
Eve service. There are very few 
reading parts, but lots of singing 
and all children over age 4 are 
welcome. We will have 3 practices, 
12/3 during the Congregational 
Meeting, 12/17 after the service 
and 12/24 prior to the service. If 
your child is interested, please 
notify Kate Freeman  
vafreemans@outlook.com or 703-4319879 as soon as possi-
ble.  We’d like for the kids who are speaking to have an oppor-
tunity to memorize their short parts.  We had wonderful actors/
actresses and look to expand the talent this year”.  
 
RISE AGAINST HUNGER 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2ND. 
(FORMERLY STOP HUNGE NOW) 
This year the meal packaging 
event is Saturday, December 2 
from 9:00 am – Noon at the 
Lovettsville Fire & Rescue Hall. 
We will be working together with 
other local churches to package 
small meal packets of rice, soy, 
dehydrated vegetables and vita-
mins, which will be sent to areas in crisis and school feeding 
programs in hunger-stricken regions.  The last 5 years we 
packaged more than 250,000 meals.  Please help us add to 
that this year.  This year NJLC with the help of Thrivent have 
raised enough to feed over 5,000 hungry people. 
Come early to help unload the food and stay late to help clean 
up or just participate in the packaging.  Just for fun, wear a 
silly hat and you won’t have to wear a hair net!  Anyone 5 
years and older can participate. JOIN US for a fun, hands-on 
way to make a difference and impact the lives of those suffer-
ing from hunger. 
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God’s work.  Our hands. 

Old Problems and New Beginnings 
By now the last of the leaves have 
likely fallen from trees in northern 
climes, and any still holding on look 
dry and dead. Snow has arrived, and 
its thick blanket shows the stains of 
city filth and grime, reminding us of the 
waste we are pouring over the land 
and into the water. This is the season 
we begin a new year in the life of the 
church and, as with our worship, we 

begin with a confession of our participation in the world’s suffering. 
Heavy hearts and burdened consciences will relate to Isaiah’s 
confession, “We have all become like one who is unclean, and all 
our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away” (Isa. 64:6). Then, 
just as the cold nights in the northern hemisphere reach their long-
est, Mark addresses us with promises that the signs of the coming 
of the Son of Man will include the darkening of the sun, moon, and 
stars. Hold on, there is hope! 
The promise of Advent is that God is always at work in the world, 
bringing new beginnings and a new creation to people and powers 
long bent on destruction. Yet, because we live in the generation 
that exists between the “already” of Christ’s resurrection and the 
“not yet” of God’s full restoration of the creation, we cannot know 
when that final day will arrive. Instead of becoming preoccupied 
with the end times, we are counseled to live our lives in a state of 
preparedness—trusting that our home is God’s home and that 
God is coming once again to dwell with us. That trust is the 
strength that sustains us as we “wait for the revealing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 1:7).         (sundayandseasons.com) 
 
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO SERVE OUR NATION: 
Lori Magnusson, Bob Godec, Lt. Kawika 
Chang, Major Andrew Zapf, Major Mack 
Brownell, Capt. Timothy Donelson, Capt. 
Raven Donelson, Capt. Gretchen Day,  
Capt. Christopher Day, Christopher Lentz 
and Ryan Lemp. 
 
PRAYERS OF HEALING AND OTHER NEEDS: Loretta Pursel 
(Tom Pursel’s Mother), Gary Lowry, Larry Bowman & Shirley De-
bow (members of NJLC); Rob Freeman (AIM @ NJLC 1999-
2006); Joyce (Miller) Goodson, Mike Strite, Cathy (Smith) Bolinger 
and Pat Mascaro (friends of Judy Fox); Peggy Steadman (Richard 
Sullivan’s daughter); William & Dot Belter (cousins of Barbara Vil-
pors); Gary Edwards (friend of David Whipple); Cheyenne Whipple 
(Warren & Sherry Whipple’s daughter-in-law); Bob Frye (Brother of 
Helen Keister and Joyce Hoopengardner); Travis Rook (Clarice 
Dieter’s nephew); John Lamm (Son of Barbara Lamm); Joyce Nor-
ris Miller (Cousin of Barbara Tritapoe); Patricia Freeman (Mother 

TEXTS FOR THIS SUNDAY 12/3/2017  
 1st Reading: Iza 64:1-9             2nd Reading: 1 Cor 1:3-9 
 Psalm: 80:1-7, 17-19               Gospel Reading: Mark 13:24-37 

Sermon on the Amount:                 
Received 11/26/2017    $ 4,108 
Needed Weekly       $ 3,458 
Over/(Under) Budget     $    650   

Attendance 74 
Received 2017 YTD     $ 149,342 
Budgeted for 2017        $ 190,800 
Projected Year End      $ 161,787 
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Our Mission: Responding to God’s grace, we are a a welcoming congregation growing 
in Christian faith through worship, learning, serving and fellowship.  
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