
  

  

 

(Cousin of Barbara Tritapoe); Keith Keister (Brother of Mack 
Keister); Patricia Freeman (Mother of Jim Freeman); Mildred 
Kulak, (Mother of Gary Kulak); Darla Dodle (Clarice Dieter’s 
neighbor); Kim Lassiter (Linda Guyton).* Names in brackets 
indicate the person requesting the prayers. Please keep Eva 
at the church office informed of those for whom we pray and 
who can be removed from the list. 
 
We rejoice in the life of Donald L. Bloom (Don Bloom’s father) 
whom God has drawn into His eternal embrace.  Don’s dad 
died on December 6 in Las Vegas.  We pray the love of God 
will surround the family during this time of sorrow.    
 
THE WOMEN OF NEW JERUSALEM are celebrating a suc-
cessful year by enjoying great food and fellowship at the West 
End Restaurant in Purcellville on December 10 at 1 PM. Last 
year there were 12 of us and we had a wonderful time. The 
food was good, but most of all we enjoyed the camaraderie. 
To All please consider joining us this year. See the menu by 
connecting to this link (https://westendwinebarpub.com/), But, 
before you make a decision check out the restaurant, then let 
me know if you will be joining us.           Shalom, Laura Hamke 
Contact me at Laurah@hamkeeast.com  
 
TAKING FAITH HOME: December 10, 2017 
“Comfort my people.”  Read Mark 1:1-8, Isaiah 40: 1-11, and 
the Devotions section of the bulletin insert.  Reflect on how the 
Good News of Christ is filled with the comfort of God’s love 
and forgiveness.  Discuss this with your family. 
 
SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY CLASS:  December 10th 
Continuing our look at our Lutheran heritage, the topic will be 
“There and Here – A Theology of Two Kingdoms.” The class 
meets at 9:00 AM in the adult classroom.  All adults and youth 
are invited.   
Looking ahead:  Next Sunday, December 17, 2017, the topic 
will be “Social Justice and the Church”. 
NO CLASS DECEMBER 24 OR DECEMBER 31, 2017. 
COMING IN JANUARY: 

A BIBLE STUDY ON WORSHIP AND LITURGY. 
Beginning January 7, 2018, the Sunday morning Adult Bible 
Study Class will look at four lessons on the topic “Liturgy and 
Why We Do the Things We Do in Worship.”  This is a continu-
ation of the series we have been using to study Lutheran the-
ology:  Ever-Reforming: A Reformation 500 Cross Generation-
al Study developed by the North Carolina Synod of the 
ELCA.  All youth and adults are invited to attend. 
 
SERMON: First Sunday of Advent 12-3-17 Adult & Children’s 
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God’s work.  Our hands. 

PROPHECY, PATIENCE, AND PROMISE: 
Advent is a season of expectation, the word itself meaning 
“coming.” Many families spend these four weeks waiting for chil-
dren to come home from college, or for grandparents to come for 
Christmas dinner. For young children, these days of waiting can 
seem like a thousand years. Others are amazed at how quickly 
time is flying, as they sense the end of their own lives drawing 
near. In the interval, stories from the past are told and retold as a 
way of remembering the significance of these waiting days. 

The arrival scripture speaks of is both 
more profound and more sublime. It is 
the coming end of a way of being that 
has seemed like exile, like imprison-
ment. It is salvation from all that has 
torn us and our world apart. As we wait 
alongside the readers of Mark’s gospel, 
we too hear voices from the past in the 
prophetic words of Isaiah (and Malachi 
and Exodus) that prepare us to receive 
the one who is coming into the world: 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God 
(Mark 1:1). 

As with any long period of waiting, we know that the final days are 
the hardest to bear. We struggle to understand why we ourselves, 
never mind the rest of creation, must wait any longer for the salva-
tion and redemption God has promised. Our salvation is bound up 
with one another’s though, and we are reminded that God has 
been patient with us, “not wanting any to perish” (2 Peter 3:9). We 
therefore practice patience with God as we remain steadfast in 
hope and lead lives of holiness and godliness worthy of the new 
era that is coming (2 Peter 3:11-12). (sundayandseasons.com) 
 
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO SERVE OUR NATION: 
Lori Magnusson, Bob Godec, Lt. Kawika 
Chang, Major Andrew Zapf, Major Mack 
Brownell, Capt. Timothy Donelson, Capt. 
Raven Donelson, Capt. Gretchen Day,  
Capt. Christopher Day, Christopher Lentz 
and Ryan Lemp. 
 
PRAYERS OF HEALING AND OTHER NEEDS: The Cady Family 
(Darren has a recent serious work-related eye injury/Lisa Schleip-
fer); Loretta Pursel (Tom Pursel’s Mother), Gary Lowry, Larry Bow-
man & Shirley Debow (members of NJLC); Rob Freeman (AIM @ 
NJLC 1999-2006); Joyce (Miller) Goodson, Mike Strite, Cathy 
(Smith) Bolinger and Pat Mascaro (friends of Judy Fox); Peggy 
Steadman (Richard Sullivan’s daughter); Sheryn Hardesty (friend 
of  Helen Keiser); William & Dot Belter (cousins of Barbara Vil-
pors); Gary Edwards (friend of David Whipple); Emily & family 
(friends of Chatfield family); Cheyenne Whipple (Warren & Sherry 
Whipple’s daughter-in-law); Bob Frye (Brother of Helen Keister 
and Joyce Hoopengardner); Travis Rook (Clarice Dieter’s neph-
ew); John Lamm (Son of Barbara Lamm); Joyce Norris Miller 

TEXTS FOR SUNDAY 12/10/2017  
 1st Reading: Iza 40:1-11                2nd Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
 Psalm: 85:1-2, 8-13                       Gospel Reading: Mark 1:1-8 

Sermon on the Amount:                 
Received 12/3/2017      $ 3,610 
Needed Weekly       $ 3,458 
Over/(Under) Budget     $    152   

Attendance  90 
Received 2017 YTD     $ 152,952 
Budgeted for 2017        $ 190,800 
Projected Year End      $ 162,316 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church ● 12942 Lutheran Church Rd, Lovettsville, VA 20180 ● njlc@loudounwireless.com  
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Our Mission: Responding to God’s grace, we are a a welcoming congregation growing 
in Christian faith through worship, learning, serving and fellowship.  
Our Vision: New Jerusalem Lutheran Church is a compassionate community of disciples 
that values everyone and expresses faith by connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and all creation.  
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GIFTS OF HOPE: 
Gifts of Hope has been an annual tradition here at NJ since 1992 
when the program was established by our Metropolitan Washing-
ton D.C. Synod.  Even though we will no longer be offering the 
gifts here at New Jerusalem they will still be available on line at  
www.giftsofhopedc.org.                                            -Kay Garrett 
 
NAME TAGS:  
It helps us to get to know one another more easily if everyone 
wears a name tag on Sunday morning. If you’re attending only 
the worship service, just drop your name tag in the box in the 
church foyer as you exit the church. If you are going to the fellow-
ship time after service, keep your name tag on and then drop it in 
the NAME TAG BOX in the hall before you leave. In either case, 
your name tag will reappear in the church foyer before the next  
Sunday. 
 
REMEMBER TO OBSERVE THE 5 MINUTE RULE: 
We encourage all NJLC members to observe the Five Minute 
Rule this morning following our worship service. Spend the first 5 
minutes after worship greeting visitors and others whom you 
don’t know very well BEFORE greeting friends or doing “church 
business.” Extending the same kindness and love of Christ we’ve 
experienced to others makes a big difference, so let’s all strive to 
make NJLC the most welcoming congregation possible! 
 
FELLOWSHIP HOUR:  
Please sign up in the fellowship hall to as-
sist with snacks for fellowship after service.  
You don’t have to be on the hospitality com-
mittee to sign up, but the hospitality commit-
tee will put it on the table before church lets 
out. If you have any questions please con-
tact Barbara Vilpors, Fellowship/hospitality 
Chair at bvilpors@yahoo.com.  
 
“MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE”: 

New Jerusalem’s Senior Choir rehearses on 
Thursdays at 7:30 pm in the fellowship hall. 
Won’t you consider giving an hour of your time 
each week?  Voices are needed and all are 
welcome. Contact Julia Kretsinger with any 
questions. 
 

 
CHERUB’S CORNER:  

Children are welcome in worship, but if a parent 
needs to take a small child out of a worship ser-
vice, the Cherub's Corner in the fellowship hall is 
available.  Parents will be able to hear the worship 
service through New Jerusalem's sound system. 
The Cherub’s Corner is also useful during fellow-
ship after the worship service. 
A Baby Changing Station is located in the La-
dies restroom at the far end of the fellowship hall. 

AN ADVENT  GRATITUDE EXPERIMENT: 
 
During this Advent season, Pastor Cindy invites everyone at 
New Jerusalem, adults and children, to participate in a 
“Gratitude Experiment”. This is a concrete way to intentionally 
obey Jesus’ exhortation to “beware” and ”keep alert” while we 
await Jesus’ coming (Mark 13:33). 
We are encouraged to write down three things each day for 
which we are grateful. Increasing our sense of gratitude is a 
proven factor in decreasing stress. This will bring hope and joy 
into our lives; thus, it is a very concrete way to “prepare for the 
coming of Jesus” this Advent. 
We received a handout in last Sunday’s bulletin, as well as an e-
mail this week from Pastor Cindy. Look for her weekly e-mails 
during the next three weeks of Advent with additional thoughts 
to ponder. 

THE 2017 LARCUM CONFERENCE IN RICHMOND: 
Bishops (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic, and United Meth-
odist) attending signed the ecumenical LARCUM Covenant on 
Dec. 1, recommitting themselves and their respective church 
bodies to common prayer, dialogue, cooperation, and service, 
on behalf of the unity of Christ’s church.  Pictured are (left to 
right): Bishop Sharma Lewis, United Methodist Church; Bishop 
Michael Burbidge, Catholic Diocese of Arlington; Bishop Richard 
Graham, Metro DC Synod ELCA; Bishop Robert Humphrey, 
Virginia Synod ELCA; and Assistant Bishop Ted Gulick and 
Bishop Shannon Johnston, both of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Virginia.  Three of the six Bishops -- Lewis, Burbidge, and 
Humphrey – were newly installed this year, and were attending 
their first LARCUM conference.                     -Edward Spannaus 
 
THE 2018 FLOWER CHART: 

This coming years’s chart has 
been posted and ready for sign up 
to place flowers on the altar during 
the year.  January usually is a 
lonely month and in special need 
for people to sign up for a Sun-
day.  
 

 
SPECIAL THANKS: 
I wish to thank those of you who provided food for the lunch 
reception following the funeral service this past Friday for 
Sheryn Hardesty, who was a member of New Jerusalem for 
many years before moving away from Lovettsville.  Also, I cer-
tainly do appreciate those of you who helped to set, serve, and 
clean up after the meal.  All of you continue to be such blessings 
when called upon to assist in this important ministry to families 
who have lost a love one Blessings and many thanks   -Joyce H. 
 
"Many thanks to our congregation members for providing the 
clothing and gift cards to make this a happier Christmas for four 
needy children.  The gifts and cards are being delivered to 
Lovettsville's Parent Liaison this week so the family will have 
them before Christmas break.  Your caring is so appreciated.                                                                             
                                               -WELCA and Services Committee 

TEXTS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 12/17/2017  
 1st Reading: Isa 61:1-4, 8-11          2nd Reading: 1 Thess 5:16-24 
 Psalm: 126                            Gospel Reading: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
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