
  

  

 New Jerusalem Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
God’s work.  Our hands. 

Breath of God 
Breath figures frequently in 
Scripture. God’s breath or 
Spirit hovers over the chaos 
in creation in Genesis. 
Breath or Spirit enters the 
nostrils of the created in the 
story. Breath and Spirit is 
breathed onto the disciples 
by Jesus when he appears 
to them after his resurrec-
tion. In the gospel text, as 
Jesus rises from the waters, 
the Spirit, the breath of 
God, descends like a dove. Jesus, having held his breath under 
the water, rises as a model of death and life for us, breathing in the 
life of the Spirit. He is a risen and claimed by God as the beloved 
with whom God is pleased. 
Of course, breathing is two things, breathing in and breathing out. 
You can hold your breath, but there is no way to hold it forever. 
Consider how this reflects the Spirit’s power in Jesus and then in 
our baptism. In baptism, the gift is not just one of repentance and 
forgiveness, but, as the Acts text emphasizes, also involves the 
Spirit living and acting in the baptized. While it is a gift for our own 
lives, like the gift of breathing in, it is also encouragement and life, 
a breathing out of the Spirit into the world. Baptism is both for our 
own sake and for the world. In our baptism, we breathe in for-
giveness and reconciliation and breathe out the Spirit in our life 
and works. That’s the full life of the baptized disciple. 
(sundaysandseasons.com)  
 
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO SERVE OUR NATION: 
Lori Magnusson, Bob Godec, Lt. Kawika 
Chang, Major Andrew Zapf, Major Mack 
Brownell, Capt. Timothy Donelson, Capt. Ra-
ven Donelson, Capt. Gretchen Day, Capt. 
Christopher  Day, Christopher Lentz and Ryan 
Lemp. 
 
PRAYERS OF HEALING AND OTHER NEEDS: 
Katharine Weller (friend of Jimmy Spring); Cady Family (Lisa 
Schleipfer); Gary Lowry, Larry Bowman & Shirley Debow 
(members of NJLC); Rob Freeman (AIM @ NJLC 1999-2006); 
Joyce (Miller) Goodson, Mike Strite, Cathy (Smith) Bolinger and 
Pat Mascaro (friends of Judy Fox); Peggy Steadman (Richard Sul-
livan’s daughter); Gary Edwards (friend of David Whipple); Emily & 
family (friends of Chatfield family); Cheyenne Whipple (Warren & 
Sherry Whipple’s daughter-in-law); Bob Frye (Brother of Helen 
Keister and Joyce Hoopengardner); Travis Rook (Clarice Dieter’s 
nephew); John Lamm (Son of Barbara Lamm); Joyce Norris Miller 
(Cousin of Barbara Tritapoe); Bob & Keith Keister (Brothers of 
Mack Keister); Patricia Freeman (Mother of Jim Freeman); Mildred 

TEXTS FOR THIS SUNDAY 01/07/2018 
1st Reading: Gen 1:1-5                      2nd Reading: Acts 19:1-7 
Psalm: 29                                        Gospel Reading: Mark 1:4-11 

Kulak, (Mother of Gary Kulak); Darla Dodle (Clarice Dieter’s 
neighbor); Kim Lassiter (Linda Guyton).* Names in brackets 
indicate the person requesting the prayers. Please keep Eva 
at the church office informed of those for whom we pray and 
who can be removed from the list. 
 
PLEASE PRAY: 
We pray that God’s spirit of comfort will surround the family of 
Loretta J. Pursel (Tom Pursel’s mother) and walk with them 
through the coming days and weeks.  Loretta died on Decem-
ber 29 in Lewistown, PA. Her memorial service was held on 
January 5, 2018 at the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Reedsville, PA. Memorials may be sent to Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 200 Logan Street, Reedsville, PA. 17084. 
 
SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY CLASS:  January 7, 2018. 
Why do we do the things we do in worship? We begin a study 
of the significance of the Liturgy in our worship, starting with 
the Gathering. The class meets at 9:00 AM in the adult class-
room. All adults and youth are invited.   
Looking ahead: Next Sunday, January 14th, we will look at 
the “Word” section of the Liturgy.  
 
TAKING FAITH HOME:  January 7, 2018  
How do you understand the “mystery” of baptism? Read Mark 
1:4-11 (today’s Gospel lesson) and the Devotions section of 
the bulletin insert. Discuss this with your family. 
 
THE GRATITUDE EXPERIMENT: 
Develop Gratitude as a Habit - A Note from Pastor Cindy 
Psychological research indicates that 66 days is the average 
length of time required for a habit to actually become in-
grained in us. So how much time will it take to develop the 
practice of gratitude until it becomes an automatic personal 
habit? Though that’s hard to say as some habits require less 
time than others to develop, it will likely require more than the 
22 days of this past advent’s Gratitude Experiment. So why 
not continue the experiment through our church seasons of 
Christmas (12 days) plus Epiphany (36 days)? Extending 
through these seasons would provide a 70 day habit-forming 
period. I don’t know about you, but I’ve seen enough differ-
ence in myself and others, that I’d like to see the practice of 
gratitude become a more permanent habit in all of us. Will you 
join me? Just remember to identify at least three things each 
day for which you are grateful and write them down.  
Share Your Experience of Gratitude 
Please remember to send Pastor Cindy a brief email, sharing 
your own personal experience with gratitude during the past 
few weeks. She hopes to share some of these stories via 
email with the congregation beginning next week. Send to: 
cindybaskin1@gmail.com. Thank You. 

Sermon on the Amount                              
Received 12/31/2017   $  3,827 
Needed Weekly      $  3,458 
Over/(Under) Budget    $     369 

Attendance 82 
Received 2017 YTD    $ 171,628 
Budgeted for 2017       $ 190,800 
Projected Year End     $ 168,170 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church - 12942 Lutheran Church Rd, Lovettsville,VA 20180 - njlc@loudounwireless.com  

Baptism of Our Lord  ●  January 7, 2018  ●  Worship at 10 a.m.  

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church - 12942 Lutheran Church Rd, Lovettsville, VA 20180-540-822-5576 - www.njlclovettsville.org/  

Our Mission: Responding to God’s grace, we are a a welcoming congregation growing 
in Christian faith through worship, learning, serving and fellowship.  
Our Vision: New Jerusalem Lutheran Church is a compassionate community of disciples 
that values everyone and expresses faith by connecting with God, the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and all creation.  
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2018 FLOWER CHART: 
Thank you to those who contribute 
the altar flowers every Sunday. 
The altar flowers are a beautiful 
and meaningful addition to the 
worship service each week. The 
2018 Flower Chart is posted in the 
sanctuary’s downstairs hall  
(outside the fellowship hall). At 
this time most of the January and 
February spots are empty on the sign up sheet and we need 
help.  Please take a moment to sign up and dedicate flowers on 
a special Sunday.  
 
NAME TAGS:  
It helps us to get to know one another more easily if everyone 
wears a name tag on Sunday morning. If you’re attending only 
the worship service, just drop your name tag in the box in the 
church foyer as you exit the church. If you are going to the fel-
lowship time after service, keep your name tag on and then drop 
it in the NAME TAG BOX in the hall before you leave. In either 
case, your name tag will reappear in the church foyer before the 
next  Sunday. 
 
REMEMBER TO OBSERVE THE 5 MINUTE RULE: 
We encourage all NJLC members to observe the Five Minute 
Rule this morning following our worship service. Spend the first 5 
minutes after worship greeting visitors and others whom you 
don’t know very well BEFORE greeting friends or doing “church 
business.” Extending the same kindness and love of Christ we’ve 
experienced to others makes a big difference, so let’s all strive to 
make NJLC the most welcoming congregation possible! 
 
FELLOWSHIP HOUR:  
Please sign up in the fellowship hall to assist with snacks for 
fellowship after service.  You don’t have to be on the hospitality 
committee to sign up, but the hospitality committee will put it on 
the table before church lets out. If you have any questions please 
contact Barbara Vilpors, Fellowship/hospitality Chair at bvil-
pors@yahoo.com.  
 

CHERUB’S CORNER: 
Children are welcome in worship, but if a parent 
needs to take a small child out of a worship ser-
vice, the Cherub's Corner in the fellowship hall 
is available.  Parents will be able to hear the wor-
ship service through New Jerusalem's sound 
system. The Cherub’s Corner is also useful dur-
ing fellowship after the worship service. 
 

 A BABY CHANGING STATION is located in the Ladies re-
stroom at the far end of the fellowship hall. 
 
 
“MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE”: 
New Jerusalem’s Senior Choir rehearses on Thursdays at 7:30 
pm in the fellowship hall. Won’t you consider giving an hour of 
your time each week?  Voices are needed and all are welcome. 
Contact Julia Kretsinger with any questions. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES: 

Don’t forget to pick up your new box of offering envelopes for 
2018 from the benches in the fellowship hall. Or, if you would 
like to upgrade to electronic regular offerings you can fill out an 
authorization form, which is available in the church office, or you 
can visit our website by clicking here. If you have any questions 
regarding online giving, please contact JoeHeffern@aol.com or 
at (540)822-4033. Thank you, Finance Committee.   
 
THANK YOU: 
Thank you to Kim Chatfield for the beautiful pottery chalices & 
patens which graced our alter for Christmas Eve service. They 
will be used from now on when communion is served by intinc-
tion.                                                           - Worship Committee.   
 
MANY THANKS:  
TO EVERYONE WHO PROVIDED BAG LUNCHES FOR THE 
HOMELESS SHELTER IN 2017!  THEY WERE SO APPRECI-
ATED BY BOTH THE HUNGRY NEIGHBORS EXPERIENCING 
HOMELESSNESS AND THE SHELTER STAFF.  After talking 
with Shelter staff, we have decided to provide bag lunches 
ONCE a month for 2018 on the first Monday or Tuesday of each 
month.  The sign-up sheet will be in the Fellowship Hall.  thanks 
to everyone for continuing this bag lunch outreach to the home-
less in Loudoun.                                         -Services Committee  
 
WEEKLY SERMON: 
No sermon this week because of “Lessons & Carols” on 
December 31, 2017. 
 
YOUTH CONFIRMATION ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 7, 2018: 
Our next theme event will be this coming Sunday, January 
7th  from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the youth room of the education wing. 

We’ll take a look at “The Hard Sayings of Jesus.” All youth 
should read chapter 6 in the Journal, The Life of Jesus, pages 
41-44. Also, don’t forget to read chapter 23, “Jesus’ Ministry 
Begins,” pages 321-334 in The Story. Each youth should be 
prepared to respond to two questions on this chapter: 1.) What 
was interesting, surprising, or confusing to you in this chapter? 
And 2.) What is one question you have about this chapter? 
 
LIFTER SCHEDULE :  
January 2018 
 
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES:  
January 2018 
 
 

TEXTS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 01/14/2018 
1st Reading: 1 Sam 3:1-10 [11-20]        2nd Reading:1 Cor 6:12-20 
Psalm: 139:1-6, 13-18                   Gospel Reading: John 1:43-51 

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church—12942 Lutheran Church Rd, Lovettsville, VA 20180-540-822-5576– www.njlclovetsville.org/  
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