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Beginning of 2015 Church Year 

 

Introduction: Today's Psalm (No. 80), presents the image of the planting of God's people: 

 

8 You brought a vine out of Egypt; 

   you drove out the nations and planted it. 

9 You cleared the ground for it; 

   it took deep root and filled the land. 

10 The mountains were covered with its shade, 

   the mighty cedars with its branches; 

11 it sent out its branches to the sea, 

   and its shoots to the River.* 

 

 The Latin phrase Ecclesia Plantanda was used by Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, the 

patriarch of the Lutheran Church in America, as his "motto." Some say it meant, "the church 

must be planted." Others say he was describing the emerging church—the church being 

planted—in America, in contrast to the Ecclesia Plantada, the already-planted church, in Europe.  



 As one of the churches of "Muhlenberg descent," this is particularly appropriate for us, as 

we inaugurate our series of "Minutes of History" for the 2015 church and calendar years. For the 

next five Sundays, we will be presenting the "planting" of the Lutheran Church: in North 

America, in Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, and here in what is now called Lovettsville. 

 Then, for each Sunday during 2015, we will briefly discuss a particular event—

corresponding to the current month and date—from the history of New Jerusalem over our 250 

years of history; examples of how we have continued to plant, and nourish, this congregation—

what Pastor Mike Kretsinger called "A People of God." 

*** 

* King James Version: 

8 Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it. 

9 Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause it to take deep root, and it filled the land. 

10 The hills were covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were like the goodly 

cedars. 

11 She sent out her boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto the river.  


