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Ladies Aid Society 

 

I will continue on with some more history of the women of New Jerusalem. Previously I talked 

about the women's home and foreign missionary society which was organized in September of 

1883 under the guidance of Pastor Miller. 

Well, on August 7, of 1926 a constitution was presented to the church council for what 

then became called the ladies aid society. This was a good thing too … because over the next 

decade this organization would provide the bulk of instigation and financial backing for various 

projects during a most trying economic period. 

Among its first immediate projects was the building of a hard-surfaced road to the 

church.  

As expressed in the constitution, the purpose of the society was to raise funds in any 

legitimate way to provide the financing of local projects relative to the church. 

The society had supervision of the parsonage, making general repairs when necessary, by 

consent of church council. After making the needed repairs, and if a balance remained in the 

treasury, they could disburse any balance in such a manner as they saw fit so long as it was 

applied for local purposes. 

The constitution of 1926 also stated: The dues of this society shall be 10 cents per month. 

In order to meet the first monetary need, each member either sold a hen or gave the equivalent. 

Some other items they sold were: paper napkins, cakes, vanilla and lemon extracts, aprons, and 

smocks. At one time they sold 110 pies at $.60 each and nine cakes at $1.25 each. They often 

served meals, like the $.25 oyster supper of February 10, 1928, yielding a $64.27 profit. 



From May 10, 1929 to March 1935 they acted in plays. These productions netted $339.61 

for the treasury. 

With all of their resourcefulness, they purchased fifty hymnals, painting of the walls and 

woodwork, laying of carpet, and purchased altar cloths. 

They then adopted the parsonage and bought window shades, had walks laid, had screens, 

storm doors and windows installed, and the building was painted, papered, and modernized. 

The society's concern for the community caused it to support the March of Dimes, the 

National Society for Crippled Children, and the cancer drive. They also sewed johnny shirts for 

cancer patients, and capes for the TB clinic, baked cookies for the veterans hospitals, purchased 

bibles for the religious education program in the local school and remembered the boys in the 

armed services during WWII. 

As quoted by Linda Post Bushkofsky, executive director of the Women of the ELCA, 

"Our foremothers built strong women's organizations, equipped with resources that make a 

difference in the world." 

So … the church ladies from our heritage here (our own foremothers), I believe, would be happy 

knowing that we are working to continue the path they have made for us by reaching out in love 

as a people of God. 

 


