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John Herman Froehlich 



Before the painting that now hangs behind the altar at New Jerusalem, there was another painting. In 1904, artist 

J.W. Nail, possibly from Winchester, was hired by NJLC to paint on the wall above the altar a cross and crown. 

In 1932, the current painting was created by John Herman Froehlich probably in Harrisburgh, Pennsyl-

vania. It is an oil reproduction that was brought to New Jerusalem and installed on September 9, 1932. The canvas 

itself was glued to the wall, and covered up the original Nail cross and 
crown. The installers painted a border around the painting and at some 

unknown date, a frame was installed by Jim Myers and his wife. 

Mrs. Elizabeth George had the painting placed instead of a memorial 

window. It was believed a window would weaken the structure of the 

building. 

The other windows in the building were crafted and installed by a 

company called C. Day Rudy Co., located in Harrisburg. A man 

named I.J. Killinger, was a foreman for the company and installed the 

glass in 1932 (the tower windows were installed in 1941). For un-

known reasons, Ira J. Killinger signed the bottom left corner of 

NJLC’s painting. 

 
 

JH Froehlich was inspired by German artist Heinrich Hoffman, 

who painted Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane, which is on display at 

Riverside Church in New York City. 

John Herman was born on February 10, 1870, the fifth child of 

John and Christiana Froehlich. Father John Froehlich was born on July 

31, 1835 in in Hesse Cassel, Germany; mother Christiania in 1840. They 

married on September 29, 1859. In 1857, at 22 years old, John left Ger-

many for the new world. He arrived in New York on September 4, 1857 

and moved to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania where he was a merchant tailor. 

John and Christiana had ten children between 1861 and 1882 (eight boys and two girls). 
The Froehlich family attended St. Michael’s German Lutheran Church, 118 State Street, Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania. All 10 children were baptized and confirmed at St. Michael’s. 

In JH Froehlich's later years he was a member of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, which merged with Lake-

side Lutheran in 1965. The church was sold to the Muslim community in 2010. 

JH's father, John, passed away on April 4, 1919. His mother died in 1912. Both are buried at Harrisburg 

Cemetery, 521 N 13 Street, in Harrisburg. 

John Herman was married to Alice Orth (born 1871) and they resided in Harrisburg, and Alice's mother, 

Sophia lived with them. Together they had one child, a son, named Charles. He was born in 1904 and became a 

dentist. He and his wife, Sarah (born 1908) had one child, Charles, Jr., in 1936. 

More Facts about John Herman Froehlich: 

Studied at Philadelphia Academy of Fine Arts 

Was a musician and played flute in Harrisburg Consistory Orchestra 
Was a well-known portrait artist in Harrisburg 

President of Harrisburg Art Club – 1904 

President of C. Day Rudy Company – 1929 

1920 Census lists him as a painter 

1930 Census lists him as a glassworker 

 

 John Herman died at home on December 5, 1945. John Herman’s obituary says he was buried in Harris-

burg Cemetery. I found his parent’s and several other siblings and relatives, but I did not find the grave of John 

Herman, his wife Alice, or his son Charles and wife Sarah. I believe JH had a different plot than his parents. John 

Herman’s grandson, Charles Froehlich, Jr. may be alive; if so, he will be 79 in 2015. 




