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St. Paul's Between-the-Hills: Our First Daughter Church 

 

 
 

The Reverend Daniel J. Hauer, who had come to Lovettsville in 1832, not only rebuilt the New 

Jerusalem congregation, but soon began to organize new ones. The first was the St. Paul's congregation 

in the Between-the-Hills neighborhood, now known as Neersville. Pastor Hauer had begun holding 

services there in 1833; and the congregation was organized in August 1834. A site for a church was 

purchased in November 1834, and a stone church building was quickly erected. The cornerstone is 

dated May 6, 1835. (Additional land for the cemetery was bought in 1868.) 

 Starting in 1835, Pastor Hauer reported to the Maryland Synod that the Lovettsville charge had 

two congregations, with a total of 349 communicants. Over the next years, he continued to report for 

the two congregations, with an increasing total number of communicants. 

 

 



 

 In 1840, the Maryland Synod convention minutes reported that "Brother D. J. Hauer remarks 

that … During the past winter and spring, a considerable degree of religious excitement prevailed in St. 

Paul's church, and souls have been converted in both congregations. The means of grace have been 

regularly attended, and the benevolent institutions of the church have not been forgotten." 

 In 1841, Hauer reported to the Synod, "that during the past summer the Lord has blessed his 

congregation with several small revivals of religion. At present a most powerful work of grace is in 

progress in St. Paul's congregation. Many of the vilest sinners have been brought to embrace the 

religion of Jesus Christ, and yield submission to his mild and peaceful government. As the work was 

still going on when he left home, he cannot give the precise number of conversions that have taken 

place, but it is considerable. May the Lord carry on his good work until all shall be brought to a saving 

knowledge of Christ!"  

             St. Paul's was part of the Lovettsville (New Jerusalem) charge until 1847, when discussions 

began about forming a new district with Harper's Ferry, Weverton, and Hillsboro. (Yes, we did have a 

preaching point in Hillsboro for a while—in 1841 Hauer listed communicants and confirmands at that 

location.) Reverend Philip Willard, who succeeded Pastor Hauer here in 1846, went to a meeting at St. 

Paul's in November 1847, at which St. Paul's agreed to go along with the Synod plan and disconnect 

itself from Lovettsville—but on the condition that they would continue to be supplied with a pastor 

from Lovettsville, and if this failed, they would reunite with the Lovettsville charge. But the 1848 

Synod minutes reported, with some chagrin: "After some delay, this congregation for reasons which are 

not known to the committee, and contrary to the spirit of the resolutions passed by themselves, engaged 

the services of brother [William] Hunt for one year, without making him acquainted with the 

circumstances." 

             By 1852, St. Paul's was back in the Lovettsville charge, where it seems to have stayed for a 

couple of more years. In 1856, our pastor at the time, William Jenkins (1853-57), resigned from St. 

Paul's; at this time, St. Paul's had around seventy communicants and seventy-five scholars/students. A 

committee was appointed to meet with Mr. Henry L. Wentz, the representative of St. Paul's. Wentz 

addressed the 1856 Synod convention, and reported that for some time St. Paul's had not been 

connected to any charge, but had been supplied by Reverend Jenkins, who last summer refused to serve 

them anymore. "Since that time, they have been without a minister, and earnestly desire to have one, 

and feeling unable to sustain one themselves they ask this Synod to advise and aid them in his 

difficulty."  

For the time being, St. Paul's stayed with New Jerusalem, and in 1858 the two congregations, 

composing the "Lovettsville charge," joined the new, breakaway Melanchthon Synod, an expression of 

the "American Lutheran" tendency led by Dr. Samuel Schmucker of Gettysburg Seminary.  

 At the beginning of 1860, the former president of the Virginia Synod, Reverend Xenophon 

Richardson, accepted a call to Lovettsville. As a consequence, at the October 1860 convention of the 

Virginia Synod, application was made by the Lovettsville charge (consisting of Lovettsville and St. 

Paul's ) to be received into the Virginia Synod. Their application being approved, New Jerusalem and 

St. Paul's became members of the Virginia Synod. But the timing wasn't so good: as we have previously 

discussed, during the Civil War years we were unable to participate in any synodical activities. 

Reverend Richardson attended the Virginia Synod convention in October 1865, but it is not clear 

whether St. Paul's was still connected with New Jerusalem.  

 In 1866, Lovettsville (New Jerusalem) went back into the Melanchthon Synod, and that Synod's 

1867 convention was held in Lovettsville. At the convention, it was reported that St. Paul's, identified 

as "formerly" in the Lovetttsville charge, wanted to join a new "Harper's Ferry Charge," which would 

include Smithfield in Clarke County. These congregations asked the Synod for $100 for support. The 

Synod president reported that says he assured them "yes"—if they stayed in the Melanchthon Synod.  



 At the August 1868 Melanchthon Synod Convention, it was reported that St. Paul's was again 

vacant. There was also a big dispute with the Virginia Synod over the pastor of the Harper's Ferry 

charge, Reverend D.A. Kuhn, laboring within the bounds of the Virginia Synod. The matter was 

referred to the congregations to decide, but they were unwilling to make a decision. So Reverend Kuhn 

asked our Pastor Xenophon Richardson to visit them and have them vote. Richardson reported that St. 

Paul's decided to unite with the Melanchthon Synod. 

 But that didn't last long, since at the October 1869 Virginia Synod Convention, it was reported 

that Harper's Ferry and St. Paul's were asking to become a separate charge within the Virginia Synod. 

(And you thought our synodical history was complicated!) 

 But the affiliation with Virginia at didn't last long either, since it is reported that, for the most 

part, St. Paul's was affiliated with the Maryland Synod after the Civil War. Church historian William 

Eisenberg says St. Paul's was served at times by ministers from Brunswick and Burkittsville, Maryland 

In the early 20th century St. Paul's and Harper's Ferry were in the same charge; Harper's Ferry 

(although in West Virginia) was served by the Maryland Synod in the latter part of the 19th century, and 

the first part of the 20th century. St.Paul's at one time was part of the Smithfield Parish, at another time 

they were joined with Shepherdstown, then they were placed in a parish with Trinity church in Arden 

(Berkeley Co, West Virginia) in 1934, which was affiliated with the Maryland Synod. Then in 1945 

they became part of the Shepherdstown parish. 

 The ELCA Archives at Gettysburg has a file of correspondence from 1948-49 involving G. R. 

Hess, the secretary of St. Paul's, Reverend John Fray of Shepherdstown, the Maryland Synod president 

Frank Fife, and others. The letters state that although St. Paul's has been part of the Maryland Synod 

since 1834, it has been supplied in recent years from Shepherdstown and Charles Town, and now those 

congregations want to affiliate with the Virginia Synod. Mr. Hess says that St. Paul's also wants to 

affiliate with Virginia. Reverend Fray points out that with the new bridge being constructed over the 

Shenandoah River, St. Paul's will be closer to Jefferson County than to Lovettsville.  

 On October 25, 1949, Hess wrote to Fife that the members of St. Paul's appreciate "your 

continuing interest in our little old church," and he added that "Some of us have not been too sure that 

we should be leaving the Maryland Synod." Nonetheless, in 1950, St. Paul's was placed in the Charles 

Town parish, and became part of the Virginia Synod.  

 St. Paul's also made a number of efforts to re-affiliate with New Jerusalem. Pastor Kretsinger 

reports that in early 1947, NJLC pastor William Jansen was asked to take on St. Paul's as a preaching 

point, and the president of the Maryland Synod even came to Lovettsville to make an appeal on behalf 

of St. Paul's. Our Council "resoundingly" rejected the appeal on the grounds that adding another church 

to what was already a three-church parish (New Jerusalem, Bethel, and Zion) was simply too much for 

one pastor. Pastors Yingling (1951-54) and Kretsinger (1954-93) were also approached to take on St. 

Paul's—but again, the Council declined to do so. 

 St. Paul's Lutheran Church closed its doors in 1970, and was at rest for 30 years, until Pastor 

Roland England resurrected it as the Christian Community Church at St. Paul's, which is now affiliated 

with the United Church of Christ.* 

 

*** 

 

*Pastor England is the former pastor of St. James Reformed/UCC church in Lovettsville. On this 

Sunday, August 9, we were fortunate to have Pastor England preach at New Jerusalem as part of a 

"pulpit exchange" in which Pastor Joel preached at St. Paul's.  
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