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Reverend David Frederick Schaeffer 

 

 On July 17, 1808, the Reverend David Frederick Schaeffer was installed at our mother 

church in Frederick, Maryland. By that time he had already been serving Frederick and 

Lovettsville and at least two other congregations, and soon found it to be too much. He served us 

from a distance for only about a year (or perhaps two or three) in the period between Frederick 

Jasinsky and John Martin Sackman, but his influence lasted much longer, especially in his role as 

a leader of the Lutheran Church, and through those whom he had trained for the ministry. 

 David Schaeffer seemed to be the first of our pastors who was born in America. He was a 

"PK"—as Pastor Joel spoke of last week in his sermon. Born in Carlisle, Pennsylvania in 1787. 

His father was close to Henry Muhlenberg, and his four sons all went into the ministry. David 

attended the German Academy run by Dr. Helmuth, which was set up by Benjamin Franklin in 

what would become the University of Pennsylvania. Schaeffer was licensed as a catechist, and 

began helping his father. He came to the attention of the congregation in Frederick, and they 

elected him as their "future pastor" already in 1807. In the summer of 1808, the Pennsylvania 

Synod licensed Schaffer to preach and observe the sacraments, and assigned him to the Frederick 

charge. 

Our 1809 petition to Virginia General Assembly, seeking authority to hold a lottery to 

finance the Stone Church, shows Schaeffer remained involved with NJLC for at least a couple of 

years.  

A.R. Wentz described Schaeffer as tall and sturdy, with a strong voice and a dignified 

bearing, and unfailingly kind.  



His physical bearing no doubt served him well, when during the War of 1812, he rode 

from one end of town to the other, until he had helped to recruit a full company which Frederick 

was required to raise. * 

Also in 1812, he started the Sunday School at Frederick, which became the "Sunday 

School Society" in 1820; four years later, he played a central role in creating the American 

Sunday School Union. The Sunday School movement, focused on young people, helped in the 

transition from the German language to English. As we have noted earlier, the Lutheran Church 

in his period lost many of its best young people because of the failure of many congregations—

including this one—to hold services in English when that became the language of the emerging 

generation.  

In fact, by 1810 Schaeffer was holding some services in English in Frederick, and 

English services were a regular feature by 1816. (The transition went much more smoothly in 

Frederick than here, where Reverand Sackman stubbornly insisted on sticking to German and 

lost of many of our members). 

As a leader of the whole church Schaeffer played a key role in the creation of the 

Maryland-Virginia Synod in 1820 (we had a lay delegate there, Frederick Kiefer), and then in the 

formation of the General Synod—a predecessor body of the United Lutheran Church—in 1821, 

which held its founding convention in Frederick. Schaeffer served as an officer of both bodies 

for many years.  

He started the first Lutheran newspaper, the Lutheran Intelligencer, in 1826, which paved 

the way for the Lutheran Observer. 

Schaeffer was acutely aware of need for a trained and educated clergy. He was 

instrumental in founding of Gettysburg Seminary in 1826. And before that, he trained many 

future pastors in his home in Frederick, which was sort of a "mini-seminary." This included 

many future leaders of the church, and two of our future pastors: Daniel Hauer (1832-1844), and 

William Jenkins (1853-1857). 

Through these pastors—as well as his work as a leader of the whole church—Dr. 

Schaeffer's leadership and influence lived on in this congregation. We will hear more about this, 

two weeks from today, in our discussion of Rev. Daniel Hauer, who rebuilt this congregation 

after the problems of the 1820s.  

*** 

* Captain John Brengle's company of volunteers, was raised in four hours by marching through 

the streets of Frederick, August 25, 1814. This was the day after the battle of Blandensburg, 

when the news of that battle was received. Reverend David F. Schaeffer rode by the side of 



Captain Brengle through Frederickstown, encouraging men to volunteer. (Western Maryland 

History, Vol. 1, p. 193 ). 

Sources: 

A.R. Wentz, A History of Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1738-1988 (Frederick, Md. 1988), pp. 

171-198. 


