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Pastor Michael W. Kretsinger 

 

Pastor Mike Kretsinger assumed his duties as our shepherd on May 30, 1954. Let’s go back 

though to December 1953 when Pastor Yingling resigned. John Rollins from Bethel, Thelma 

Virts from Zion, and Emory Frye, Katherine Kines, George King, and Parson Hickman from 

New Jerusalem were appointed to the “Pulpit” committee. The President of the Maryland Synod 

(we were part of the Maryland Synod at the time) informed the committee there were only five 

men available for a call at the Gettysburg Seminary and Pastor Mike was one of the five. When 

the committee went to Gettysburg to meet him, he was working in the kitchen of the Refectory – 

covered in flour. His job was making the bread. His comment to the group as they met him was 

something like, “I come just as I am.” The words, “He came as he was,” are inscribed on his 

headstone.  

Although the committee was very interested in him, there was concern on the part of the 

committee about his being single; and it is noted in Council minutes this concern was discussed 

“at length” by the Council.  It seems he made it quite clear to them his marital status was his own 

business. However, he remedied this situation in September 1954, when he and Julia Yost were 

married in the Chapel at Gettysburg Seminary.  

Pastor Mike was the longest-serving incumbent pastor and leader in our church’s history. 

He served from May 1954 until his death in May 1993. His entire pastoral leadership of nearly 

39 years was spent with this Lutheran congregation and its community in Lovettsville. 

We don’t have the time this morning to review 39 years of contributions and 

accomplishments. Here are a few highlights from his years with us. 

As soon as Pastor Mike began his ministry in Lovettsville, he started holding services 

each Sunday at Zion, Bethel, and New Jerusalem. Services had never been held every Sunday at 

Bethel and Zion prior to 1954. These three churches were recognized as the New Jerusalem 

Lutheran Parish. 



The year 1954 also marked the second year in Parish history for meeting the Apportioned 

Benevolence in full. It was hit or miss for several years but from 1965 forward, it was 100 

percent all the way during his years as Pastor! 

The Every Member Canvas pledge card approach was abolished in 1955; and a free will 

offering plan, which still operates today, began.  

In 1959, he was one of four individuals who founded Mar-Lu-Ridge in Jefferson, MD, as 

the Outdoor Ministry of the Lutheran Church’s Maryland Synod. The initial construction 

included a lodge for dining and four cabins. In 1970, the facility was expanded.  

Construction of the educational building adjacent to the church was Pastor Mike’s vision. 

Groundbreaking was held in November 1962; actual construction began the spring of 1963, and 

we moved into the building on Easter Sunday 1964. I recall there were around 80 children 

attending Sunday school at the time.  

In the early 1990’s before his death, Pastor Mike directed the anniversary celebrations of 

New Jerusalem’s 225th year, Bethel’s 125th, and Zion’s 100th year. 

Also during this period, in a brief stewardship statement to the congregation, he laid the 

ground rules of pledging resources to accomplish a capital improvement project. There were a 

number of major components included in this project and one, cognizant of our aging 

parishioners, was the installation of a lift elevator. Throughout his ministry, Pastor Mike always 

emphasized financial stability and responsibility whenever any project was undertaken.  

Pastor Mike also was very involved community activities. His work in the community 

included: 

The Lovettsville Lion’s Club of which he was a charter member.  

Secretary-Treasurer and President of the Loudoun County Ministerial Association; he 

served on committees which organized Volunteer Chaplains Programs at Loudoun Memorial 

Hospital and Loudoun County Jail. When it was his rotation as volunteer chaplain at the hospital, 

he didn’t just visit his parishioners; he would check to see who from Lovettsville and 

neighboring communities were patients and visit these folks as well. 

Along with Gary English and Philip Bolen, he was responsible for starting Loudoun 

County Parks and Recreation. The old Lovettsville school was converted for use as the new 

Lovettsville Community Center. After the building burned, he, Nancy Orndorff, and Mike Laeng 

played a major role in getting the Center rebuilt.  

Mrs. Evelyn George, who worked at the Lovettsville post office for many years, let him 

know when a new family moved into the community; and he always made a point to visit with 

each family. 

 My grandfather Claude Spring was Pastor Mike’s first funeral after arriving in 

Lovettsville. I was not baptized by Pastor Mike. However, he confirmed and married me; and my 

sons were baptized and confirmed by him. I believe I can speak for a number of us sitting here 



today; he was very much a part of our lives as we grew through childhood into young adults and 

on to older adults. He was our beloved Pastor.  

An excerpt from “A People of God in Mission, 2000 and Beyond” sums up Pastor Mike’s 

39 years of service. It reads, “Commitment, vision, courage and caring are four very powerful 

words. Yet, these four words describe the connection between Pastor and his congregation.”  


