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A Trip to Gettysburg 

 

This past week, a number of us had the opportunity to visit Gettysburg, and to tour the Seminary 

campus and the new Seminary Ridge Museum. Today, I'd like to talk about some of our ties to 

Gettysburg. 

From the inception of Gettysburg Seminary, New Jerusalem always has been closely 

associated with it. The proposal came out of the Maryland-Virginia Synod, and was adopted by 

the new General Synod in 1825, and the fledging seminary opened its doors in 1826. The need 

for preparatory education led to the establishment of a classical academy in 1827, which grew 

into Pennsylvania College (now Gettysburg College), which served as a stepping stone into the 

Seminary.  

Among those from Lovettsville involved from the beginning were Abraham Reck (who 

served here briefing in 1930-31, starting the rebuilding of this congregation after the disastrous 

language controversy. Reck was a fundraising agent for Gettysburg Seminary even before it was 

opened. Reverand Daniel Hauer, our pastor from 1832-45, was appointed a fundraising agent for 

the seminary in 1827. Phillip Willard, a graduate of both the Seminary and College (who was our 

pastor from 1845-48) also served as a agent for Gettysburg College. 

Our pastor during the Civil War, Xenophon Richardson, wrote to the military commander 

at Harper's Ferry in May 1864 asking for permission to go with his son and "other young men 

from the neighborhood" to Gettysburg College in May. The Commanding General Wood replied 

that he had permission to send his son and others to school in Pennsylvania, but that he could not 

go with them; and that he had permission to correspond with his son subject to approval by the 

military authorities at Harper's Ferry. (This is interesting, because the Virginia Synod—with 



which we were nominally affiliated during the Civil War, and Richardson had been Synod 

President—had aggressively broken off all connection and support for Gettysburg.) 

 Another NJLC connection to Gettysburg, before, during, and after the Civil War, is 

through our own Luther W. Slater, whose family had been associated with this church for many 

generations.  

 Young Slater went to preparatory school at the 

Lutheran College at Roanoke in 1859, and then went to the 

college at Gettysburg in 1860. I believe that his intention was 

to then go to the Seminary and into the ministry—but the war 

intervened.  

 In June 1862, Luther joins the Loudoun Rangers, and 

is elected as 1st Lt. by the men of Company A. 

In August, he is badly wounded—five gunshot 

wounds—in the fight at Waterford Baptist Church, and after 

a few weeks, when he is well enough to travel, he is taken to 

someplace outside the theatre of war to recuperate, that place 

being Gettysburg. He knew David and Ephraim Yount from 

the prep school at the College, so he apparently stayed at the 

Yount home. While there, as the story goes, he was wounded 

again, by Cupid's Arrow, falling in love with his care-giver, 

Mollie Yount. 

 Luther came back to this area in late winter, to serve 

as Provost Marshall at Point of Rocks; then he resigned from 

the Army in February, on account of disability from his wounds. 

 June found him back in Gettysburg, when the call for an emergency mobilization went 

out from Governor Curtin, as the Confederate forces entered Pennsylvania, likely heading for 

Harrisburg, if not beyond. His arm still in a sling, Slater re-enlisted as a 2nd Lt. in Co. A of the 

26th Emergency Regiment, which was made up of students from the College and Seminary. 

Their send-off was addressed by the Rev. Prof. F. A. Muhlenberg, great-grandson of the 

Patriarch. 

 On June 26, they were deployed on Chamberstown (Cashtown) Pike, just west of 

Gettysburg, when up the road comes Elijah White's 35th Battalion of Virginia Cavalry. So, as the 

story goes, the first shots at Gettysburg were fired by Loudouners. It was no contest, as the 

students had been under arms no more than three days; they ran, some say all the way to 

Harrisburg, and many were taken prisoner and later released. But the skirmish did cause the 

Confederates to hesitate, not knowing if they were facing the Army of the Potomac, and some 



think that the delay caused by this skirmish is why the decisive battle was fought at Gettysburg 

rather than Harrisburg. 

 The 26th disbanded at the end of July. It's not clear what Slater did then: a notation in his 

military records says he was sent to the Signal Corps, but other sources say he went into the 

Hospital Corps. 

 We do know that on Nov. 17, 1864, Luther Slater and Molly Yount were married, at the 

home of her parents, with the marriage performed by Professor Muhlenberg. 

 At the end of the War, on June 1, 1865, Slater was elected one of Lovettsville's 

magistrates, and on July 3, 1865, he was appointed postmaster in Lovettsville. 

 On Sept 3, 1865, their first child, Effie Slater, was born here, and on Sept. 28, 1865 Effie 

was baptized here at New Jerusalem by Pastor Richardson, with Luther and Molly present.  

 In April 1867, Luther enlisted in the Army as Hospital Steward in US Army, and they 

moved into Washington, DC. He was later appointed as a Clerk in the Office of Surgeon General 

and the Adjutant General's Office, where he worked for the rest of his life. 

 On April 8, 1871, in Washington, Mollie gave birth to their second child, Howard David 

Slater. But it was a complicated childbirth, and on June 3, Mollie died, and about a week later, 

the infant Howard died. They were both taken to Gettysburg and buried in Evergreen Cemetery 

(for which "Cemetery Ridge" was named). 

 Luther remained in Washington, and was active 

in the Lutheran Church of the Reformation on Capitol 

Hill, along with David Yount, who was Reformation's 

librarian. 

 Luther Slater, his second wife Margaret, and his 

daughter Effie are buried next door in Union Cemetery, 

while his first wife Mollie and son Howard David rest 

eternally in Gettysburg, in the shadow of the monument 

commemorating Lincoln's Gettysburg Address.  

 


