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Dedication of the Rebuilt Stone Church, May 9, 1839 

 

First, a couple of updates from last week's discussion of Pastor John Martin Sackman and the 

language controversy. I mentioned that Sackman was licensed to preach at the request of two 

congregations in 1810-11. We have now received copies of the petitions from the Lutheran 

Archives Center in Philadelphia. The first is a joint petition of this congregation, cited as 

"Loudon County," and the German Reformed congregation at Germanna in Fauquier County—a 

good distance from here. Sackman was apparently teaching at the German schools in both 

locations, and they asked the Ministerium of Pennsylvania to license him as a pastor. The 

petition was endorsed by the Reverand David Schaeferr of "Fredrichtown," who had served as 

our part-time pastor in 1807-08. 

 The second petition, to "the Honorable High German Evangelical Lutheran Ministerium 

at Philadelphia," was "expressing complete satisfaction with Pastor Johan Martin Sackman and 

hope to retain him as preacher if at all possible." 

 But over time, as we discussed last week, difficulties arose between Sackman and this 

congregation, to the point that, at the 1823 convention of the Maryland Synod, a resolution was 

adopted by the convention, which stated: "Resolved, that the President address a letter to the 

congregations under the care of the Reverand Mr. Sackman, in Loudon County, and, in the name 

of the Synod, admonish them to exert themselves more than they have hitherto done, to give an 

adequate support to their Minister, and that, if this admonition be not attended to, they will 

probably be deprived of his services." 

Well, we here must have paid some attention to the Synod's admonition, because Pastor 

Sackman stayed here seven more years, until he resigned in 1930. 

Now, we discussed last week how Pastor Daniel Hauer rebuilt this congregation after its 

time of troubles over the language issue, so that we were up to over 200, maybe 250, 



communicants during the latter part of the 1830s. In a brief sketch of the history of this 

congregation, covering the period from 1765 to 1839, Pastor Hauer wrote: 

"In January, 1839, in consequence of a heavy fall of snow, the walls of our church gave 

way."  

"In March, the Congregation determined, in firm reliance upon the Lord, to rebuild." 

John Mann was appointed to the building committee, and, "On the 9 of May, the corner stone of 

the new edifice was laid with appropriate religious services." The sermon was preached by the 

Reverand Benjamin Kurtz, D.D., the President of the Synod. The laying of the stone was 

attended by Dr. Daniel Kurtz, and Reverand Hauer himself. 

This was a rather illustrious gathering. Benjamin Kurtz was one of the most important 

leaders of the Lutheran church in the 19th century. He was a grandson of John Nicolas Kurtz, 

who was sent by the Fathers at Halle to America in 1745 to assist Henry Muhlenberg. Nicolas 

was ordained in 1748—at the founding of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, at the urging of the 

congregations of the Tulpehocken charge. Benjamin's uncle was J.D. (Daniel) Kurtz, the first 

President of the Synod of Maryland and Virginia.  

Benjamin Kurtz was five times the president of the Maryland Synod, was the editor of the 

Lutheran Observer for 28 years, he was instrumental in the formation of the General Synod in 

1820. He became one of the leaders of the "American Lutheranism" movement, and in 1857 was 

a founder of the short-lived Melanchthon Synod, which New Jerusalem was affiliated from 1866 

to 1868, when it merged back into the Maryland Synod. 

So we could conclude that the cornerstone laying here in 1839 was regarded as an 

important event for the Maryland Synod.  

But the lack of a building was not helpful to the congregation. Hauer goes on to say that 

"in consequence of the congregation having no stated place of worship during the year, and the 

Pastor being severely afflicted in his own person and family with sickness, the congregation 

became somewhat cold. During the year [only] 12 persons were added to the church..." 

The first service was held in the new building on Christmas, although the building was still un-

plastered and unpainted. At the 1840 Synod convention, Pastor Hauer reported that "during the 

past year, one of the congregations under his care has been engaged in the erection of a church." 

This would have been New Jerusalem, since the only other congregation in his charge was St. 

Paul's, which had built its church building in Between the Hills, in 1835. 

 "Thus far has the Lord brought us," Reverand Hauer concluded his history. 

 The other question is: Where was the new church located—the site of the Old Stone 

Church, in the center of the old cemetery, or here? Pastor Kretsinger, in his history, said he 

wasn't sure. However, there are a number of reasons to think that it was here, on the location of 



the present church building—including its location on the famous 1853 Yardley Taylor map of 

Loudoun County. 

 

*** 

Sources: 

M.W. Kretsinger, A People of God in Mission, Vol. II (1990). pp. 8-9. 

Proceedings of the ... annual session of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Maryland, 1823, 

1840. 

Petitions to Ministerium of Pennsylvania, 1810 and 1811, provided by Lutheran Archives 

Center, Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. 


