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Zion Lutheran Church 

 

The word Zion refers to “fortress” or “citadel.” Older members refer to Zion as Shinar. Actually, 

Shinar referred to the area, such as Zion at Shinar. 

Zion was built in 1892 and is the original building today with many improvements 

through the years. 

Even though Zion was built in 1892, there are some who suggest services were started in 

1836. There is a deed recorded in Loudoun County Clerk’s office stating that property was given 

for a school at Shinar; also to be used for church services, Lutheran and other denominations; the 

services to be held when the school wasn’t in session. 

In an an article by Eugene Scheel, he mentions that John and Elizabeth Frye donated a 

half-acre for a schoolhouse near the Morrison property, large landowner of what is now 

Morrisonville. The Fryes were Lutherans so the church-to-be became Lutheran. The school 

opened its doors Jan. 1, 1837. According to Mr. Scheel, once a month or every two months, the 

Rev. Hauer, minister at New Jerusalem would conduct a preaching. As the services grew more 

infrequent through the years, the building never was known as a church; to all it was the 

Morrisonville schoolhouse. 

Mr. Scheel also reports that the frame building that had once been Morrisonville 

schoolhouse had been down for a decade in 1892, when under the leadership of New Jerusalem 

Pastor Edgar McLinn, a new church named Zion was organized and built by its congregation. 

It is easy to document Pastor McLinn’s role in the life of Zion. However, the reference to 

Pastor Hauer holding services in 1837 and later cannot be documented. We can, however, push 



worship at “Shinar” back to approximately March 7, 1864. From Pastor X. J. Richardson’s own 

hand writing, it is noted that a series of services at Tankerville School House were followed by 

another at Shinar. It had to be in the school house. 

Services were not held in Zion and Bethel every week until the 1950's. 

In 1954 Pastor Michael Kretsinger conducted services at all three churches every Sunday. 

From 1956 until 1999 services were held at 9:15 a.m. at Zion, 10:15 a.m. at Bethel and 11:15 

a.m. at New Jerusalem. In 1999 Zion and Bethel became independent from New Jerusalem. 

Pastor Andreas Armstrong serves as pastor at Zion and Bethel, with services at 9:00 a.m. at Zion 

and 10:45 a.m. at Bethel. 

At this time, Zion is active and alive with a membership of 104. 


