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The Old Stone Church 

 

We don't want to let the month of March end without noting an important milestone, the laying 

of the cornerstone for what we now call the "Old Stone Church," in March of 1802. 

What did we do before then? According to a sketch of New Jerusalem's history written by 

Rev. Daniel Hauer (1832-44), soon after we received the Fairfax land grant, we erected a small 

wooden, or log, church and school house; this was during the pastorate of John Samuel 

Schwerdtfeger, so it was between 1765 and 1768. 

It's my belief that the first buildings were back in the far right-hand corner of the old 

cemetery. I say that because of the oldest graves are clustered around that area, and it was the 

custom in those days to lay out the burial ground around the church. 

Rev. Hauer wrote: "Around the year 1800, in consequence of the growth of the 

congregation and the dilapidated condition of the old church, it was resolved to commence the 

erection of a more commodious building. Accordingly, in the spring of 1802, the cornerstone of 

the edifice was laid in the name of God, in the presence of a large concourse of people with 

appropriate services, in the German and English languages, by the Rev. Messers, Graeber, and 

Christian Streit." 

We have already met Pastor Graeber in a previous History Minute.  

Christian Streit had been the pastor in Winchester, at what is now known as Grace 

Lutheran Church in downtown Winchester. If you visit that church, you will see a marble plaque 

honoring Rev. Streit in the vestibule. And on the west side of Mt. Hebron Cemetery, where part 

of the old stone walls of the first Lutheran church still stand, you can see the monument for Rev. 



Streit—who had been the first chaplain in the Continental Army during the American 

Revolution. 

Christian Streit was third generation German-American; his grandfather had emigrated 

from the Palatinate in 1710. He was born in 1749, and he lived in the Muhlenberg's home while 

attending the Academy of Philadelphia—what eventually became the University of 

Pennsylvania. He was more facile in English than German, and would often travel with Henry 

Muhlenberg, where Muhlenberg would preach in German, and Streit in English. He instructed 

Henry's son Peter Muhlenberg in Latin and German, and he and Peter Muhlenberg served as 

vicars for Henry Melchior Muhlenberg in New Jersey. In March 1776, a few months after Peter 

Muhlenberg's famed sermon at Woodstock, Peter asked him to become the chaplain for his 8th 

Virginia Regiment, AKA the "German Regiment." After the Revolutionary War, he served for 

many years at Winchester, and then went to Woodstock in 1793. Not only was he a skilled 

organist, but it was said that he could assemble and disassemble an organ. The 1802 cornerstone 

laying is the only documented time he was here, but he could have been here other times as well. 

The cornerstone dedication was probably in March, because our records show that funds 

had already been expended for the new building. On March 27, Mr. Philip Frey, Frederich 

Schmidt, and Jacob Waltman settled accounts; with Philip Frey stating that he still had 28 

pounds and change on hand after expenditure for the new church building. 

Pastor Kretsinger describes the building as an impressive stone structure with the 

inscription above the door: Dei Gloria 1802—"To God the Glory." The ceiling was arched and a 

balcony extended on each side, and the dressed stone was used for the aisles. It was located at 

what was probably the edge of the old burial ground, closer this way, in the spot where the 

artifacts were found which are on display downstairs.  

But the funds collected then were not sufficient, and it took a number of years to 

complete construction. Harold Gladstone recently found a series of petitions from this 

congregation to the General Assembly in Richmond, seeking authorization to hold a lottery to 

finance the new building.  

The first such petition, under the name of the "German Episcopalian Society," was filed 

in 1793, and asked the legislature to pass a law authorizing them to raise a sum of money by 

lottery for the purpose of erecting a house of worship. 

The second petition, in 1796, in the name of the German Lutheran Church, said that 

Fernandino Fairfax had donated 12 acres of land on which to erect a church, but they were 

unable to raised the money to erect a building, and asked for a law to authorize a lottery in the 

amount of $4,000; they've been assured by their Lutheran brethren in Maryland and 

Pennsylvania that they will sell three-fourths of the lottery tickets.  



The next petition is on Dec. 21, 1802, asking for authorization to raise money by lottery 

to complete the construction of a new church building. 

On Dec. 18, 1806, another petition, saying that the petitioners have, at considerable 

expense, commenced the building of a house of worship, it is nearly completed, asked to raise 

$2,000 by a lottery. 

Dec. 24, 1807, another petition, asking to raise $2,000. 

Dec. 8, 1809, petitioners say they built a church some years ago, but have not been able 

to complete it; if they can't assemble comfortably for public worship, this will gradually destroy 

the congregation. They ask to raise $1,500 by a lottery: Petitions have been sent before, and not 

granted, we trust the Honorable Members will not reject this. Signed by Rev. David Schaeffer 

[from Frederick], Martin Sackman "Schoolmaster" [was pastor 1810-28], and others 

We shouldn't feel bad, even if it took us seven or eight years to build the new church—

consider the great cathedrals in Europe that often took over a hundred years to build. But our 

people persevered, and the Old Stone Church was completed, and served our people for a 

number of decades—To the Glory of God.  

 

*** 
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