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Rev. John George Graeber (1796-1805) 

 

Today, we mark a milestone of sorts. For our first 30 years, our pastors have all served us from 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Frederick—these were Pastors Schwerdtfeger, Krug, and 

Wildbahn. This changed around 1796, when Lovettsville became a part of the Middletown 

charge.  

In that year, the Pennsylvania Ministerium grants John George Graeber a license to serve 

at Zion Lutheran in Middletown, Maryland. The Middletown charge included five other 

congregations, including Scherpsburg (Sharpsburg) and Boonsboro, Maryland, and "Loudon in 

Virginia." It appears that Graeber, an older man, was not fully ordained, but was a "licensed 

candidate" for ordination—a common practice in those days.  

This begins a period when we are more closely associated with the Lutherans in the 

Middletown Valley: Zion in Middletown and St. Paul's in Burkittsville. After Pastor Graeber, we 

are briefly served part-time by two pastors from Frederick who each serve for a short time: 

Frederick William Jasinsky, and David Schaeffer. Then we go back to the Middletown and 

Burkittsville charges, and eventually we have our own charge—the Lovettsville charge—with 

three other congregations: St. Paul's, Bethel, and Zion. 

While serving here part-time, Graeber's biggest accomplishment was the building of the 

stone church, begun in 1802 (more on this in another session).  

 We don't know a whole lot more about Pastor Graeber, but we can tell that something 

went wrong, because in 1805, the minutes of the Pennsylvania Ministerium show that a 

complaint against Graeber had been submitted to the Ministerium (the synod). The complaint 

was referred to a special committee, which investigated the "trouble," and reported back at the 



1806 convention. We don't know what the troubles were—perhaps they were the "jealousies" 

and "rivalries" for which we asked forgiveness in our confessional prayer this morning.* 

But whatever the problems were, they were not disabling to Pastor Graeber, for although 

he left New Jerusalem in 1805, he continued to serve at Middletown until 1819. 

Although this sentiment may not have been shared by this congregation, historian A.R. 

Wentz wrote of Graeber, "He was an excellent Christian gentleman, preacher, and pastor."  

 

*** 
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