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Harry B. Funk 

 

My five time great-grandfather was Willem Wurz, one of those who was there when they started 

the German Lutheran Church in Loudoun County in 1765, and who is buried in the old New 

Jerusalem cemetery. His son was Conrad, whose son was Peter, whose son was Michael, whose 

middle child was Jane Priscilla Virts, whose youngest child was Annie Bell Catherine Demory, 

who in 1904 married H. B. Funk. 

Pastor Mike Kretsinger's history of New Jerusalem says that on Feb. 22, 1919, the 

Church Council voted unanimously to have a tin ornamental ceiling installed, and on March 22, 

1919, the Council entered into a contract with H.B. Funk in the amount of $1,584.00. 

Some financial records showed that on Feb. 24, 1920, the church paid H.B. Funk for floor 

staining, and on March 22, 1920, the church paid H.B. Funk for what looks like "gal. oil & filler" 

probably having to do with repairing and staining the floor. 

This was not the beginning for H. B. Funk. 

In 1901 St. Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Church in Brunswick had been running a 

school in the basement of the church. However, in 1901, they contracted H. B. Funk to build a 

separate school building there. 

This was only the beginning for my grandfather. In 1905 he appears to have been in 

charge of the building of Bethany Lutheran Church at First Avenue and A Street in Brunswick. 

There are notes in the church records of him working in the basement. I state that he was likely 

the general contractor for the building of the church because in the summer of 1916 he was the 

contractor in charge of the building of the Bethany Parsonage. 



There seems to be this pattern in the building area in Brunswick. 

In 1906, he was hired for the building of First Baptist Church on A Street. He also would 

be contracted for the building of the Catholic Church following its move from Seventh to First 

Avenue. Then, in 1907, his own church, First Methodist, asked him to build their first brick 

church, having had log structures since 1851.  

In 1917, being friends with Victor Kaplon, he would be asked to build Brunswick's 

synagogue on A Street. 

Outside of churches, he is the one responsible for the building of the Kaplon Building, 

and Red Men's Hall, in Brunswick. The Red Men's Hall is the building that the Museum now 

occupies. 


