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Reverend Charles Frederick Wildbahn 

 

We spoke a few weeks ago about Peter Muhlenberg, who went from being a pastor to a soldier. 

Today we will talk about one of our two early pastors, who went from being soldiers to 

ministers. In a future date, Mike Zapf will discuss one of those, Frederick William Jasinsky. 

Today we will discuss Charles Frederick Wildbahn, who likely served our congregation from 

1796 to 1798, between the pastorates of John Andrew Krug and John George Graeber. The 

period between Krug and Graeber is one of confusion—reflected in our records and historical 

accounts—but it seems almost certain that Wildbahn served here part-time while serving at 

Evangelical Lutheran in Frederick. 

 Wildbahn came to America, not as a minister, but as a British soldier, in 1755. (This was 

the year of Braddock's defeat, in the opening phases of the French-Indian War.) He was disabled 

and stayed in America. He had been born in the Kingdom Saxony about 1735, and was educated 

in the Halle circles.  

 He worked in a print shop in Philadelphia (Sauer's?), became close friend of Pastor 

Hanschuh (whose daughter Henrietta became the wife of Pastor Krug). He read Greek and Latin, 

was an excellent singer, and could teach, and Hanschuh secured for him a position as a school 

teacher in Lutheran charity schools at Hanover, Pennsylvania. He would also occasionally 

preach.  

 In 1761 he went to Winchester and served as a teacher and minister; Pastor Hartwick 

arranged for him to be certified as minister for certain functions by H.M. Muhlenberg, after 

petitions were delivered to the Pennsylvania Ministerium from congregations in Virginia 

(Winchester and Shepherdstown), Maryland (Frederick and Washington Counties, including St. 



Paul's in Clearspring), and Pennsylvania (York), requesting that Wildbahn be ordained, and 

stating that he was a good teacher, preacher, catechist, and singer.  

 In 1763 he had to leave Winchester and return to Hanover, because of Indian attacks in 

Winchester area. He then served eleven congregations from Hanover to Winchester, and then 

returned to Winchester from 1769-76. 

 Two German schoolteachers in the Valley: Wildbahn in Winchester, and Simon Haar in 

Strasburg (who corresponded for 20 years with Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, and who became 

close friends with Peter Muhlenberg, and who was a direct ancestor of our Barbara Lamm). 

 In 1777 Wildbahn took up residence at York, was formally ordained in 1778. He 

continued to serve his scattered congregations until 1782, when he accepted a call to Reading, 

where he served for fourteen years, and built Trinity Lutheran Church in Reading. 

 (He performed the marriage of Conrad Roller and Elizabeth Slates on March 21, 1779; 

we have the certificate with his name on it; this was while John Andrew Krug was pastor in 

Frederick and serving New Jerusalem. Conrad Roller is one of our Revolutionary War soldiers, 

buried in our old cemetery.) 

 In 1796 he goes to Frederick as the successor to Pastor Andrew Krug (probably also 

supplying New Jerusalem); three marriages are listed in ELC records for Loudoun (as many as 

are recorded in our records for 1796-98, although baptisms and burials continued apace). 

 1798 Wildbahn resigned from Frederick, and went to Montgomery County, 

Pennsylvania, where he died in 1804. 

*** 
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