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Early New Jerusalem Confirmation Records Discovered 

 

Today's History Minute is actually a news update: that we have discovered and obtained copies 

of confirmation records dating back as early as 1772. 

You will recall that last week, we discussed the fact that our church register was begun in 

1784, and that some earlier records pertaining to pastoral acts for this congregation, are in the 

records of ELC in Frederick, and that Mike Zapf is working with ELC to translate some of those 

records. 

In the course of researching the Rev. John Andrew Krug for last week's Minute, I 

discovered that Frederick Weiser (who was responsible for the translating and transcribing of our 

early records), had transcribed Pastor Krug's records of confirmations from the Frederick 

records, and that the lists had been published in a small Maryland genealogical magazine. We 

were able to obtain copies from the history room of the FCPL.  

What these records show: 

 4 sets of records from before the Rev War: 

 19 confirmations on May 27, 1772 at the "Short Hill" in Loudoun County. 

 13 confirmations on Nov. 7, 1773 

 24 confirmations on May 20, 1775 

 3 confirmations on Sept. l2, 1775 

 

3 sets of records from after the Rev War: 



 43 confirmations on May 24, 1783 

 22 confirmations on Oct. 8, 1785 

 18 confirmations on Mav 18, 1786 

 

(Even though the last two groups were after 1784, they are not recorded in our register.) 

Interestingly, Krug wrote the boys' names in English, and the girls in German. 

Of families that are still members of New Jerusalem, we find three names or four names:  

 Fawley, Fry, and Spring (and Zenbauer) 

Other familiar names from the 1770s are: Steinbrenner, Schloetzer, Ruse, Mann, Roller, 

Waltman, and Bruhl/Brill 

And in the 1780s: Virts/Wertz, Beltz, Meyer, Potterfield, Oehmig/Eamich, and Holler. 

What struck me is now many of the names were not found in later years in Lovettsville. 

We know that there was a significant migration of families from The German Settlement here to 

Bedford County, Pennsylvania. In the period after the Rev War. And then of course in the 1800s, 

many families left here from Ohio, and the descendants from our founding families are now 

found all across the country. 


