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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

November 12, 2017 – Proper 27A

Theme: Being Prepared
Object: A flashlight and some extra batteries; and oil lamp, oil, and some wicks

Have any of you ever been at home when all the lights went out and wouldn’t turn on? Why did
that happen? (The electrical power quit working.) That can easily happen and usually occurs at
my home at least once or twice a year when there’s a snow blizzard or a very bad storm. What
can you do so you’re not “caught in the dark”? (Wait for responses.)

We always keep a flashlight in our house so that if the lights go out we will be able to find our
way around in the dark. The flashlight is always kept in the same place so that we will know
where to find it when we need it. Do you know what else we have to do to make sure the
flashlight will work properly? (Wait for responses.) Yes, we have to check the batteries to make
sure they are still working and we have to make sure there are always extra batteries on hand.
When the lights go out, this flashlight will be no help if the batteries are dead and there aren't any
fresh batteries to replace them. 

What else might you use besides a flashlight if the lights go out? (Wait for responses.) You might
use candles. I also have some other light sources like this oil lamp. (Show the oil lamp.) But like
the flashlight, I need to make sure I have extra oil available, because the oil gets used up when the
lamp is burning. (Show the bottle.) If I have extra oil available, then even if my oil lamp uses up all
the fuel, I can refill the lamp so it will burn strongly again.

In the time that Jesus lived, people didn't have electricity or flashlights or batteries; but they did
have oil lamps – something like this one, (Show the old clay oil lamp.) And they too had to be
sure to have a good supply of oil on hand for their lamps.

One day Jesus told a story about oil lamps and the need for a good supply of oil. He was teaching
his disciples the importance of being prepared for the day when he would return. In Jesus' story a
wedding was about to take place. In those days, weddings were almost always held at night. The
groom would go to the bride’s home to fetch her and bring her to his own house where the
wedding celebration would take place. The bridesmaids’ job was to wait for the bridegroom, light
their oil lamps, and lead the bridegroom and his bride into the groom’s house. Jesus said that
while these bridesmaids were waiting for the bride and groom to arrive, they became tired and fell
asleep. But suddenly they were awakened by someone shouting, "Look, the bridegroom is
coming! Come out and meet him!" The bridesmaids jumped up and began to prepare their lamps.
But five of the bridesmaids had not brought any extra oil, so they didn't have enough oil to light
their lamps. The other five had very wisely brought extra oil so they were well-prepared and lit
their lamps. The foolish ones asked to borrow some oil, but the wise ones knew they did not have
enough so they told the five ill-prepared bridesmaids to go to some shops and buy some more oil.
But while they were gone doing that, the bridegroom came and the five bridesmaids who were
prepared led the way into the wedding feast. By the time the foolish ones had bought more oil and
went to the groom's house, it was too late; the door had already been closed. 
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In this story, the bridegroom is Jesus and you and I are the bridesmaids. Jesus told us that he was
going to come again, and that if we were wise, we should be ready and stay prepared for his
return. What can we do to make sure we are ready? We can read his Word, do what it says, and
put our trust in him. If we will do that, we will be ready. We will have oil in our lamp and our
light will be shining brightly to show others the way to him.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, we want to be ready when Jesus comes again. Help us to trust in him
and follow his teachings. Amen.


