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New Jerusalem Lutheran Church Cindy Baskin
Proper 4- B: June 3, 2-18
Texts: Deuteronomy 5:12-15; Psalm 81:1-10; 2 Corinthians 4:5-12; Mark 2:23–3:6

Theme: God’s commandments are like tools that can make our lives better.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: THE RIGHT TOOL1

Objects Needed:  An assortment of tools (a hammer, nail, screwdriver, screws, and level)

I have a few items from my tool chest to show you this morning. What would you use these tools
for? Show a  hammer? A screw driver? A level? (Wait for responses after each.) Why do we use
tools like this? (Wait for responses.)

We use tools like this to make things that will make our lives easier; and the tools make it easier
to make those things. It would be pretty difficult to get a nail into a board with your hands. So we
use a hammer. Different  tools are used for different things. A hammer works well when I want
to drive a nail into a piece of wood. I use the screwdriver to screw things together. Do you think I
could use a hammer to get a screw into wood? (Wait for responses.) I probably could if I hit it
hard enough, but it might ruin the screw or even the board. 

Let's look at some other tools. Who knows what this is? (Show a level.) This is a level and it tells
me whether or not something is flat and level. It's very useful if I want something to be very flat
like a table top and not tilted. Let’s see if this altar top is level or not. (Use the level to see). Why
would we want to make sure the altar table is level? (So nothing will roll off of it onto the
ground). This level works well to tell us this, but it wouldn’t work at all to drive a screw into a
piece of wood. And if I tried to use this level to drive a nail into wood, it would most likely ruin
the level and not get the nail into the piece of wood either! The right tools can make our lives
easier when we want to make things.

In the same way, God gives us tools to live by. We call those tools the commandments. God gave
us some commandments, not to make our lives more complicated, but to make our lives easier –
like the tools I have here this morning. God’s commandments are like rules we have so we can
all get along better with one another. One of the commandments tells us that it is wrong to kill
people; so we don't kill people. Another says we should not steal from others. Another says we
should set aside time for rest and worship. But these commandments all help us to get along
better with others and that makes our lives better and easier.

One day Jesus healed a man on a day that had been set aside for rest and worship. Some people
were very upset with Jesus because they thought he had disobeyed the rule about the sabbath. But
Jesus reminded them that healing is also good for people and that God would want people healed
–  even if it was on the day of rest and worship. "The sabbath was made for humankind," Jesus
said to those who were upset with him.

A day set aside for rest and worship is a tool that helps us live better, because we all need some
time to rest and relax. But it is also okay to help other people on the day of rest so that their lives
will be better too. I am glad that God gives us tools to make life and living better for us and for
others. 

Prayer:  Dear God: Thank you for healing and for the tools that help to make our lives better.
Amen.


