
Based on https://www.sermons4kids.com/key_to_greatness.htm. Copyright © 2001- 2018 Sermons4Kids,
1

Inc. All Rights Reserved.

1

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church Cindy Baskin
Proper 20-B: September 23, 2018

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE1

Theme:  True greatness comes in serving others. 
Object: A key ring with a lot of keys

Good morning. I’m so glad you are all here today and joining me up here. I have something to
show you this morning. Look at this key ring! Have you ever seen so many keys? What do you
notice about these keys? (Wait for responses.) Yes. They are all different. In what ways are they
different? (Wait for responses.) They’re different shapes and sizes. They’re different colors.
Some are quite shiny; others are pretty dull. Which of these keys do you think is the most
important? (Wait for responses.) 

Well, if I wanted to drive my car, you’re quite right – this key would be the most important. But
if I want to get into my house, the car key wouldn’t work very well; then this would be the most
important key. Look at this little tiny key; surely it couldn't be very important, unless, of course, I
needed to get into my locked suitcase. Then it would be pretty important! I bet you can
understand that it would be pretty silly to argue about which of these keys is the most important,
wouldn't it? 

How about people? Have you ever heard people arguing among themselves about which of them
is the greatest or the most important? I have! You might be surprised to know that even Jesus'
disciples had such an argument. 

One day the disciples were walking along the road with Jesus and they began arguing among
themselves. Jesus overheard them, and when they got to the place where they were going, he
asked, "What were you arguing about on the road?" The disciples suddenly got very quiet. They
were embarrassed because they had been arguing about which of them was the greatest.

Jesus sat down and called his disciples to him and said to them:  "If anyone wants to be first, he
must be the very last, and be the servant of everyone else." Now that wasn't exactly what the
disciples wanted to hear. They were hoping to hear Jesus say that they were going to have a
position of great importance in his kingdom. Instead, Jesus called a little child over to him and 
took the child in his arms. "Anyone who welcomes one of these little children also welcomes
me; and whoever welcomes me, also welcomes the one who sent me."

There are a lot of keys on this key ring. And each one is the most important when it is used to
open that for which it was created. Like the keys, each of us is also most important when we do
what God wants us to do – and that is to look out for others by serving others. The key to
greatness is to have a servant's heart – a heart like Jesus.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, give us a servant's heart. A heart like Jesus. In his name we pray.
Amen.


