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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE1

Theme:  Playing Favorites
Object:  A large box of mixed crayons 

Good morning; I’m so glad you’re here today. Thanks for coming up to talk with me. September
is back to school time again – and I know you are all back to new classes. A new school year is
an exciting time. How many of you have met somebody new that you didn’t know before? (Wait
for responses.) Did you have all of the school supplies you need? (Wait for responses.) What are
some of the supplies you needed to get for school? (Wait for responses.) 

One thing that I always needed when I was your age was a box of crayons. Many of you are more
likely to use colored marker pens rather than crayons, but when I was growing up we used wax
crayons like in this box I brought (show the box). Look at these crayons. What do you notice
about them? (Wait for responses.)

That’s right – they’re all different. They’re different colors. Some are big and some are small.
Some are sharp and some of them are a little dull. Some have strange-sounding names. Some of
these crayons are brand new and some have been around for quite a while. The wrappers on some
of them are fresh and clean while some of the wrappers are torn and dirty. (Show the different
crayons that match the above description.)

You and I can learn a lot from these crayons. Even though they have a lot of differences, they all
fit very nicely in this box. And all these crayons can still be used to color in great pictures and to
draw new pictures. That is a good picture of the way the church should be. The people that make
up the church come in all sizes and colors and some may have strange-sounding names. Some of
us are old and some of us are young. Some of us are pretty sharp and some of us may be a little
dull. Some of us are dressed in very nice clothes while others may wear clothing that is a little
worn. Yet everyone who is here contributes something.

What would happen if you only used a crayon with your favorite color to draw pictures? It might
look all the same and be pretty boring, and it wouldn’t create a really beautiful picture. The same
is true about the church. If everyone here looked and acted just like everyone else – if we were all
the same – it would be a pretty dull church. 

Sometimes, even though we are all different, however, we in the church tend to favor some
people more than others. But James, the brother of Jesus, wrote in the Bible that the followers of
Jesus should not show favoritism. He said, "My friends, if you have faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ, you won't treat some people better than others. . . .” James warns us to be careful not to
show favoritism in our church. We are all God's children whether we are rich, poor, red, brown,
yellow, black, or white. As James said, "You will do all right, if you obey the most important law
in the Scriptures. It is the law that commands us to love others as much as we love ourselves."

Prayer: Father, help us to love one another as you have loved us – regardless of the color
of our skin or whether we are rich or poor. In Jesus' name we pray, amen.


