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Texts: Deut 4:1-2, 6-9; Ps 15; James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE1

Object Needed: The Sunday Morning Bulletin
Theme: Are we worshiping God or just going through the motions?

Good morning boys and girls; I am so glad you joined me for this children's message today. I
have a question for you: Do you know what this is? (Hold up the Worship bulletin.) We call it a
“bulletin” and we print one of these every Sunday. Why do you suppose we do that? (Wait for
responses.) That’s right. We do that so everyone will know what we are going to do next in our
worship service. But sometimes I wonder if we really need to print one of these every Sunday.
After all, we do pretty much the same thing every Sunday, don’t we?

Who can tell me on what page this bulletin tells us that we’re going to take up an offering. (Let
the children leaf through the bulletins they have brought forward.) That’s right – it says
“Presentation of Gifts” on the bottom of page 9 and then the words, “The offering is received as
the Lord’s table is prepared.” So we take up an offering every Sunday here at New Jerusalem
about in the middle of the service and after the Peace is exchanged.

That’s the case in a lot of churches, but I heard about one church that got into a huge argument
because the pastor wanted to change the time when they took up the offering during the worship
service. How do you think the people responded? (Wait for responses.) Some people cried out,
“We've never done it that way before." You see, some people were more concerned with
WHEN and HOW we take up the offering than they are with WHY we take the offering. Why do
you think we take up an offering here at New Jerusalem? (Wait for responses.) Yes, it’s true that
we need offerings to help pay our church bills and keep the lights on. But there’s a more
important reason – it’s to say thanks to God for the many blessings God has given to us and to
return some of that to God for God’s work in the world. It’s far more important to remember this
than to be concerned about when or how we take up the offering. But for the church that got into
an argument about it, their tradition of when and how became more important to them than
worshiping God by being a good steward of God’s blessings.

Now, don 't get me wrong – there is nothing wrong with having a worship plan unless the plan
becomes more important to us than worship. 

This isn't a new problem; even Jesus faced this problem. One day a group of people gathered
around Jesus to listen to him as he taught. Some of the religious leaders noticed that Jesus'
disciples had forgotten to wash their hands before they ate. They were really upset and asked
Jesus why his disciples were not keeping the tradition of washing their hands before eating. Jesus
answered those religious leaders by telling them that a clean heart was more important than clean
hands. I don't think that Jesus was saying it isn't important to wash your hands before you eat. He
was saying that keeping the commandments of God is more important than keeping our own
traditions.



I hope that we never become more concerned about WHEN and HOW we do things in our
worship services than we are about WHY we do them. I hope we will always remember that true
worship comes from our heart, not from our "worship plan".

Prayer: Dear Father, help us to remember that we are in this place to worship you and that
true worship comes from the heart. Amen.


