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Texts: Ezekiel 2:1-5; Psalm 123; 2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13

Title: Stepping Out with Jesus
Theme: God doesn’t call the qualified; He qualifies the called

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

In today’s gospel Jesus sends his disciples out two-by-two to preach, teach, and heal. We begin
this morning with a short video that was shown at the Synod Assembly on June 16. It
demonstrates how much can be accomplished when we, the church, work together and go out to
accomplish God’s mission, reaching out in love to others. You can view the video by
downloading the attachment to this document.

Video Presentation: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: 2017 in Review

Today’s gospel reading includes TWO stories. In the first, Mark 6:1-6 tells how Jesus, after
traveling about the countryside preaching, teaching, and healing, returns to his hometown of
Nazareth. He gets up to preach in the synagogue one Sabbath, and the townspeople – the people
who had watched him grow up and therefore have known him for years – are amazed at his
teaching. But then they reject Jesus out-of-hand: they are offended by him; he is just too familiar
to them; they just can’t grab onto the reality that Jesus is more than that little kid who grew up
just down there on the corner. For his part, Jesus simply responds: “Prophets are not without
honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house” (Mark 6:4).
Mark then includes an interesting observation: And he could do no deed of power there, except5

that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their6

unbelief. 

At first glance it appears that Jesus was mostly powerless in Nazareth. However, it may be that
the people, because they assumed they knew Jesus too well, refused to ask for any kind of help
from him. Unlike the synagogue leader in last Sunday’s gospel who pleaded with Jesus to heal
his 12 year-old daughter or the woman who believed that if she just touched Jesus’ cloak she
would be healed of her 12-year hemorrhaging, the people in Nazareth never asked Jesus for any
kind of help. The attitude in Nazareth was, “Who does he think he is?” So very few people were
willing to acknowledge their need much less ask for Jesus’ help. I suspect there is a lesson herein
that all of us should ponder!

Immediately after this apparent failure in ministry, Jesus leaves Nazareth and then sends his
disciples out two by two, commissioning them to preach and heal – the 2  story in the gospelnd

today. Perhaps the Gospel writer Mark joins these two stories together so that the disciples will
understand that their ministry in Jesus’ name will not always reap the results for which they
might hope. If Jesus encountered situations in which he could “do no deed of power” then they
can likewise expect to encounter situations where they are less than successful. Nonetheless, they
are to go forth anyway, because there will be many times when they are successful. And we need
to remember this as well!

But this group of disciples that Jesus sends out are a very motley group if ever there ever was
one! Throughout Mark’s gospel, the disciples are never presented in a very good light. Though
Jesus has called them to be his followers, they never quite seem to understand Jesus or his



Many renditions of this story can be found on the internet by googling the “Cracked Pot Story.”
1
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mission. They don’t understand his parables (4:13). Then, even after Jesus has stilled a raging
storm on the Sea of Galilee that has threatened to drown them all, all they can say to one another
is: “Who then is this . . .?” (4:35-41). And if you read further in Mark’s gospel beyond chapter 6,
we find Peter actually rebuking Jesus when Jesus begins to predict his death in Jerusalem (8:32).
In chapter 9, the disciples argue among themselves as to which of them is the greatest (9:34).
And in chapter 14, on that fateful night of betrayal, they all flee (14:50). The disciples always
seem to be on the way to understanding, but never quite “get it” even up to the end of the Gospel
(16:8).

Yet, Jesus does not wait until these disciples fully understand or develop into models of faithful
discipleship before he associates them with himself and his mission. Despite their failures, flaws
and imperfections, he sends them out anyway. These imperfect disciples are commanded to go
out – to preach, teach, exorcize, and heal in Jesus’ name and with Jesus’ own authority. As
flawed, inexperienced, and unqualified as they may be, they are to go out in obedience to Jesus’
command. And it is in their going that Jesus’ own power and authority become operative and
effective in their ministry. They preach repentance, they cast out demons, and they anoint with oil
and heal many that are sick to great effect.

Jesus didn’t wait until the twelve disciples were perfected before sending them out in mission.
Neither does he wait until we are perfected before sending us out in mission. Yet, many of us
have sort of an “expert” mind-set that can inhibit us from responding to the call. Our culture is
hung up on “credentials” and we live in a culture that honors experts. So we don’t tend to trust
people who don’t have credentials and, in turn, many of us don’t dare step out unless we believe
we are “qualified.” This can be a major impediment in responding to Jesus’ call to ministry. I
suspect many of us harbor a sort of “Christian inferiority complex” that keeps us from obeying
what God calls us to do. Have you ever found yourself thinking, “I’m not spiritual enough to pray
with other people”? Or “I don’t know the bible well enough to share my faith with someone
else”? Or “I wouldn’t know what to say or do”? It’s amazing that God often calls unqualified
folks like Jesus’ twelve disciples to spread God’s word and do God’s work of healing.

We need to remember that if we fail to respond to Jesus’ call to mission (to whatever task that
might be for each of us) because we’ve deemed ourselves unworthy, too inexperienced, or too
lacking in understanding, we are, in effect, proclaiming that God’s mission relies on us, on our
own power and expertise, and not on God’s power and authority. Perhaps this is why Jesus
orders his disciples to travel light – not to take money or food for the journey nor to pack
anything extra. If they pack nothing extra, then they will have no other resource except the
authority of Jesus upon which to rely – no power except God’s power! 

It has aptly been said that God does not call the capable; God enables the called. Don’t forget
that it was ship-building professionals and experts who built the Titanic, whereas it was desert-
living amateurs that built Noah’s ark. It’s truly amazing what can happen when we trust and rely
upon God’s power.

There is a wonderful story that comes from India.  The story is about a certain water-bearer who1

owned two large pots.  Each hung on opposite ends of a pole which he carried across his neck. 
One pot was perfectly formed and always delivered a full portion of water at the end of the long
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walk from the stream to his father’s house. The other pot, however, was cracked, and would
arrive at the house only half full. One day, after years of what it perceived as bitter failure, the
cracked pot magically was enabled to speak.  It said to the water bearer: “I am ashamed of
myself, and I want to apologize to you.” “Why,” asked the bearer. “What are you ashamed of?”
“I am ashamed because for these many years I have been able to deliver only half a load of water
to your father’s house. Because of my crack, water leaks out all the way back; you do the work of
collecting the water and carrying it, but I continually let you down.” But the bearer said to the
pot, “Did you not notice that there are flowers all the way along on your side of the path? That’s
because I have always known about your crack, and I have used it to create something beautiful. 
I planted flower seeds along the side of the path, and everyday while we have walked back from
the stream, you have watered the seeds. For years now, I have been able to pick these beautiful
flowers to decorate my father’s table. Without you, my father would not have had this beauty to
grace his house.”

We may think of ourselves as without credentials, or too limited, or too imperfect to go forth in
mission, but even our cracks can be used by God to build his Kingdom. None of us will ever be
as qualified or as prepared as we think we should be when Jesus calls us to step out with him in
ministry. Yet, Jesus continues to send us out in ministry to the world, reminding us at every turn
that this is his ministry and not ours. As we respond in obedience to His call, we too, like those
twelve disciples so long ago, will discover the power of God working in and through us to bring
about God’s own purposes. As the video, with which we began this morning stated: “The future
is in God’s hand.”

Hymn of the Day: Lord, You Give the Great Commission (ELW #579)


