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Bill George
Sunday, July 1, 2018 

Sermon Concerning the MetroDC Synod Assembly, June 16, 2018

Good morning everyone.  Thank you all for allowing me to be your representative this year to the
annual Metro DC Assembly.  I believe this is my 4  time to attend (at least).  This year theth

assembly was for one day.  It usually is a two day affair every other year.  This year is the short
version as there were no controversial resolutions to consider and the votes for all the elective
offices all but one was uncontested.  You can view all assembly actions on the metro DC
website.  You will find an assembly tab.  We opened this year with a full service along with
communion.  Also we saw several very interesting videos about various church functions and
what the Church as a whole is doing here at home and thru out the world.  Time was also devoted
to workshops and different presentations.  Tim and I were chosen to attend a session on Church
Safety. You will see one of the videos in a few minutes.

What does the annual assembly mean to me?  Why did I volunteer to do this?  It is not the food. 
Lunch was OK.  It is not for the warm chocolate chip cookies at the mid afternoon break.  Nope. 
It was chips, pretzels, and water.  For me, the assembly brings to me, the realization that I am
part of something bigger.  I am one little (well not little) person sitting in that back pew, 4  fromth

the back.  But in that pew, I am part of one little church in Lovettsville.  And that one little
church is part of a Metro Synod that consists of 74 or 75 churches.  And the Synod is one of
several synods that make up the ELCA America.  And the ELCA America is part of the
worldwide church.  All of us together can do great things.  But to do great things, everyone has to
do their little part.

I also go to the assembly to be uplifted.  Of course we pat ourselves on the back occasionally. 
That’s what we do!  We are refreshed so we can go forth into the next year and do God’s work.

In our Psalm 30 this morning, we see the words “you lifted me out”, you brought me up”, “you
made my mountain stand firm”.  All of these phrases, and indeed all of the psalms are uplifting. 
With all that is going on around us and our busy weekly schedules we certainly need to be
uplifted.

We go to the assembly to hone our skills and report back on the church’s mission to teach and do
good works for others.  In this morning’s gospel lesson we find Jesus doing the usual.  He is
doing for others.  He heals.  But in so doing, He opens doors, breaks down barriers in doing
things in an unconventional way for his time.  When you really, really simplify things and boil it
all down, Jesus only did two things during his whole lifetime!  Teach and do for others.  Nothing
for himself! He didn’t get anything out of it!  He didn’t get a gold watch.  He got a cross!  But
what an Impact that was!!!!  We are commanded to do the same.  Teach (spread the word) and do
for others (as you would have them do unto you)!

Finally, in attending the past 4 assemblies for you, I want to tell you that Bishop Graham and his
team has tried and I think, has been successful in leading his 74 congregations to do these two
things.  To teach, that is spread the word, and do for others.  Along with this, go all of the various
programs, all of the administrative details, all of the scheduling, all the trials and errors along the
way.  That’s why we have these meetings and assemblies.  To try to do all this stuff in some
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order and along the way give ourselves a little pat on the back.  This is Bishop Graham’s last year
as his term is up and he will not stand for reelection.  Let up hope and pray his successor and
their team will continue to lead our synod, to do all the things that Jesus commands us to do, long
into the future.

Thank you very much. 

* * * * * * *

Tim Rohs
Sunday, July 1, 2018

Sermon Concerning the MetroDC Synod Assembly, June 16, 2018

Good morning.  I would like to begin with a few of my thoughts on my Synod Convention
experience.  This was my first Synod Convention, so it was a brand new experience for me.

! Overall a great, eye opening event
! Inspiring worship service to open (my favorite part)
! Various reports and speeches which provided insight into the wide ranging ministries of

both the Synod and the ELCA as a whole
! New Connections ministry – Mission work in very difficult situations

I’d like to spend a little time this morning studying the first reading from Lamentations.  When
studying any verse, I like to fully review and understand the context of the book and what lead up
to the verse we are reading today.

Lamentations was written in the 6  century BC by Jeremiah the prophet.  Each chapter isth

essentially a separate poem.  It is a difficult book to read at times as much of it is truly lamenting
and the book stresses much doom and gloom - with some nuggets of hope in the middle.  Our
reading today is part of the hope section, but I am not sure reading that as a stand-alone give us
the full context of the situation.

Jeremiah is lamenting the invading Babylonians in much of the first few chapters and does so
prior to our reading today in Chapter 3.  A few excerpts:

! He has driven and brought me into darkness without any light (Vs 2)
! He has besieged and enveloped me with bitterness and tribulation (Vs 5)
! He has made me dwell in darkness like the dead of long ago (Vs 6)
! He turned aside my steps and tore me into pieces (Vs 11)
! I have become the laughingstock of all peoples, the object of their taunts all day long (Vs

14)

Not a pretty picture painted for sure, but it can correlate directly to how we can all individually
feel in today’s world.  And further correlate to some of the ministries discussed at the
convention:  Experiencing/responding to disasters or even making new connections/evangelism,
which can be extremely difficult for some of us or even subject us to the taunting that Jeremiah
speaks to.  
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But, Jeremiah takes a turn towards hope in Verse 20-21: “My soul continually remembers it and
is bowed down within me.  But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope,” which leads
directly into today’s Old Testament lesson.  I reflect on the verses of hope, specifically in the
context of the Synod Convention.    Jeremiah makes no excuse for the Babylonian’s sin, but
encourages them (and us today!) with GOD’s compassion and unfailing love.

It would be easy for any of us to create our own personal list of lamentations.  I think GOD wants
us to lament these situations - but most importantly use the church at every level, our
congregation, our synod, our ELCA church, and as a global Christian faith, to spread the hope of
the Gospel and our faithfulness in GOD’s grace to others.  

And this is where the Synod Convention hit home with me.  We need to think about our personal
and congregational role in the context of these difficult lamentations.  We cannot individually
solve or fix these - but as a larger church we truly can make a difference and I believe the
ministries of the ELCA give us, the congregants of New Jerusalem, an opportunity to make a
difference.  I look forward to learning more about the Synod’s New Connections ministry and
how we can kick it off locally at New Jerusalem and invite new connections to experience the
grace of GOD and our LORD and Savior Jesus Christ.

* * * * * * *

Closing Comments by The Rev. Cynthia Baskin

We had hoped to follow up on what Bill and Tm have shared by showing a short video from the
synod assembly that demonstrates how much can be accomplished when we, the church, work
together to accomplish our mission. Technology is wonderful when it works, but very frustrating
when it doesn’t. And this morning the technology has not been working. So I offer the link so
that you can view this brief, five minute video at home on your own computer.  The link can be
found at: 

https://metrodcelca.org/videos-shown-during-2018-synod-assembly/
Then scroll down and click on the link entitled, “ELCA 2017 in Review.”

This video clearly demonstrates what can happen when the “church” reaches out in love to
others. As I said in the children’s sermon this morning, Jesus reached out with the power of love
to heal people. He has given us that same love to share with others. So today, see if you can find
a way to share God’s love with others and rejoice that you are part of a church (the ELCA) that
reaches out in love to so many others across the world.


