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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE1

Theme: When we stay attached to Jesus, we will grow and bloom with fruit.

(Hold up a lilac branch.) Who can tell me what kind of a plant this is? (Wait for responses.) It’s
a branch from a lilac bush. I cut it off a healthy bush just yesterday. What do you notice about
this branch and its flowers? (The leaves are already withering and dying. The blooms are limp.) 
How long do you think it will take before these flowers to fade? What about these buds? Do you
think they will ever bloom now that this branch is no longer connected to the bush? (Wait for
responses.) Probably not! Why not? (Wait for responses.) Yes, the branch gets all its
nourishment – everything it needs to bloom – from the main bush!!

Do you think that if I took this branch and stuck in the ground, it would come back to life?
Probably not! It can’t exist on its own. Remember, it gets what it needs to survive from the main
trunk of the bush.

Here’s another branch that was just lying on the ground in my backyard. Maybe it had been
broken off by the wind. This branch is completely dead. In fact, I wouldn't even call it a branch, I
would call it a stick. Do you think that if I took this branch out into the yard, planted it in the
ground, and watered it that it would come back to life? No, that wouldn't work, because the
branches get the nutrients they need to live from the tree. 

Branches cannot live or grow without the tree. Without the tree, there will never be leaves on the
branches. If the branch comes from a fruit tree, there will never be fruit on the branch if it is
separated from the tree. If I take this dead branch and plant it in the ground and water it, it won't
come back to life; it will just remain an old stick stuck in the ground.

Jesus often used stories about nature to explain something to his friends and followers. One time
he talked about a grape vine and its branches. Jesus said: "I am the vine and you are the
branches. If a person remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can
do nothing." Jesus probably used the grape vine as an example because many people had grape
vines where Jesus lived. So the people knew what he was talking about. There are actually a lot
of grape vines on farms around here near Lovettsville – a farm with grape vines is called a “
vineyard.” (Hold up the grape vine.) This is an actual grape vine. It’s kind of small right now and
it doesn’t have any leaves on it yet because it’s so early in the spring. But if I plant this vine
outside, guess what will happen. It will grow. Pretty soon we would see leaves on it. And
eventually we will see lots of grapes growing on this vine – just like this. (Hold up a large clump
of grapes.) That same thing is true about our life with Jesus. 

If we keep our life connected to Jesus, we will grow. Our life will produce beautiful leaves and
delicious fruit. But if we are separated from Jesus, our leaves will wither and die and we will
never put forth any fruit.

What will your life be? Will you be a beautiful branch on the tree...or will you be just a stick?

Prayer:  Dear Jesus, help us to remember that apart from you, we can do nothing. Amen.


