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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
That's What It's All About1

How many of you know or have participated in the action song The Hokey Pokey.  It goes like2

this:

You put your right hand in,
You put your right hand out.
You put your right hand in
And you shake it all about.
You do the Hokey Pokey
And you turn yourself around
That's what it's all about.

Let’s all try singing it together. (Sing the song – the first two verses.)

After you put your right hand in and the your left hand, what comes next? (Wait for responses.)
That’s right. Next you put in your right foot, then your left foot, then your head, until finally, you
put your "whole self in!" It’s a fun song! We’re not going to sing the whole song right now, but
you can sing the entire song during the fellowship time after our worship service today.

What do you think might happen if you were singing the Hokey Pokey, and the left hand refused
to do the "Hokey Pokey" because it wanted to be the right foot? (Wait for responses.) What if the
right foot said, "Since I am not the left hand, I am not part of the body so I refuse to do the Hokey
Pokey? The next thing you know, the head might say, "I don't need any of you, I can Hokey
Pokey all by myself!"

Can one part of the body do the Hokey Pokey all by itself? (Wait for responses.) One part could
do one piece of the Hokey Pokey, but not the whole song; and it wouldn’t be nearly as much fun
either. We need the hands, the feet, the head . . . they are all part of the "whole self." You need
them all to do the Hokey Pokey. After all, like the song says, "That's what it's all about!"

The Hokey Pokey may seem like a silly example, but it is a good picture of the church. The Bible
teaches us that the church is the body of Christ and that it is made up of many members. Each
member is different and each has been given different gifts. Some have been given the gift of
preaching and teaching while others have been given the gift of healing. Some people are good
leaders and have been given the gift of making sure everything runs smoothly. Some people may
have been given the gift of helping others.



Just as God gave us hands, feet, head, eyes, and ears to meet the needs of the whole body, God
has given the church different members with different gifts to meet the needs of the whole
church. And just like we sing in The Hokey Pokey, "That's what it's all about!"

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we are thankful that you have given each of us special gifts. Help us to
remember that each of us is an important part of the body of Christ. In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen.


