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New Jerusalem Lutheran Church Cindy Baskin
Easter Day - Year B April 1, 2018
Texts: Acts 10:34-43; Ps 118:1-2, 14-24; I Corinthians 15:1-11; Mark 16:1-8

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE1

Theme:The Stone Was Rolled Away!
Object:A large trunk

You knows what’s special about today. (Allow for answers.) Yes,it’s Easter. Who knows what is
so special about Easter? (Yes, Jesus rose from the dead after being killed.)

As you can see, I have a great big trunk with me this morning. Can you guess what I might have
inside this trunk? (Allow time for guesses.) What would we have to do to really find out what’s
inside this trunk? (Allow for some guesses.) That’s right! We would have to open the trunk and
look inside – to  check it out. Let’s do just that. I’ll open the trunk lid so you can see what is
inside. (Open the trunk.) Well, how about that! This trunk is empty! Is that surprising to you?
How about disappointing?

Have any of you ever been to or seen a magic show with a magician? A favorite act for some
magicians is to have a trunk like this. The magician will ask an assistant who helps perform the
magic tricks to get into a trunk like this one. Then the magician closes the lid and may even lock
the trunk and tie ropes around it to make sure nothing can get in or out of the trunk. As everyone
then watches, the magician taps the trunk with his magic wand, unties the ropes, unlocks and
then opens the lid. To everyone’s amazement, when he opens the trunk, it is empty.

Today we have a very special story – it’s not about a trunk but about a cave that was locked up
tight with a big stone in front of it. On the Sunday morning after Jesus had died on a cross, some
women went to visit the cave because that’s where Jesus’ dead body had been laid. But the
entrance to the cave was blocked up tight because a large stone had been rolled in front of it. As
the women walked to the tomb, they wondered who would roll that big stone out of the way so
they could see the body of Jesus. But when they arrived at the tomb, to their great surprise they
saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled aside. Then, when they then
walked into the cave, they were even more surprised because Jesus’ body was gone. It had
disappeared. And then they saw a man dressed in a white robe, maybe an angel. The woman, of
course, were quite alarmed! But the angel said to the two women, "Do not be afraid; you are
looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; he has been raised. Look, there is the
place they laid him.”

You see, the stone was not rolled away so that Jesus could get out of the grave, it was rolled
away so that his followers could go in and see that the tomb was indeed empty. It was just like I
had to open the lid of this trunk so you could see there was nothing inside it. We know that when
a magician makes his assistant disappear from a trunk it’s just a trick. But the empty tomb of
Jesus was not a trick. Jesus had indeed risen from the tomb, just as he said he would! 

Today we celebrate that the stone was rolled away, not so Jesus could get out, but so that we can
see that he is not dead but has risen. So the next time you see a trunk (maybe like this one),



remember that Jesus didn’t disappear from the tomb by the trick of a magician, but because he
actually rose from the dead. And that is quite a surprise!

We’re going to sing a song about how surprising that is and how surprising God can sometimes
be. And while we sing it, I have a special gift for you – a coloring and activities book with
stickers all about Easter. Parents, please note that there is an attached page within with “Parent
Tips.” 

Let’s all sing the song, God Is a Surprise.


