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New Jerusalem Lutheran Church Cindy Baskin
Easter Day - Year B April 1, 2018
Texts: Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Acts 10:34-43; Mark 16:1-8

Theme: Seeing the risen Christ in Galilee
Scripture: But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there

you will see him, just as he told you."  (Mark 16:7)  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Today is a day of GREAT expectations! We gather this morning in worship and expect
something . . . but what? Great music and lots of beautiful flowers? Probably! A larger Sunday
attendance than is usual? Just look around. And we may expect to be stirred and uplifted by our
worship this morning and the Easter message – at least, that’s what we hope. But let me ask you:
“Are any of us really expecting to ‘see’ the resurrected Christ this Easter morning? One thing is
certain – the women who went to the tomb that first Easter morning were NOT expecting to find
a resurrected Christ; they were expecting to find a dead body.

It was the customary burial practice of the time to anoint a dead body with spices, which is what
the women were planning to do on that first Easter morning. Of course, anointing a dead body
some 36 hours after death has occurred would likely be a very unpleasant task, given that the
body would have begun to decay by then. Nonetheless, they go with a clear intention, even
though they seem somewhat ill prepared. After all, it’s difficult to anoint a dead body if one can’t
actually get to the body once you arrive at the grave site. Though their plans are well-intentioned,
their conversation as they travel seems dominated by how they can get the stone rolled away that
blocks the tomb’s entrance. Thus, imagine their surprise when they arrive and find that the stone
has already been rolled back. They clearly had no expectation that this would be the case, so this
was their first surprise. They are then further astounded when they enter the tomb: first, the dead
body of Jesus is no where to be seen; second, they do see a young man dressed in white sitting
there who says to them: “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here.” Imagine the women’s confusion: everything they
are now experiencing is completely contrary to what they had expected!

Despite their confusion, the angel tells them not to be alarmed and then speaks, giving them two
commands, a promise, and a reminder – all in one sentence. “Go, tell his disciples and Peter that
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” Two commands:
“Go” and “Tell;” a promise: “He is going ahead of you to Galilee;  there you will see him.” And
a reminder: “Just as he told you.”  These women seem to have completely forgotten that Jesus
had said: “But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee” (Mark 14:28). And what is the
women’s response to this very unexpected message with its commands, promise, and reminder?
According to Mark’s gospel, the women flee from the tomb in terror and tell no one. 

That’s how Mark ends his Gospel with the women fleeing the tomb and, in contradiction to the
command the angel, telling no one. Is this any way to end a gospel? At best it seems a strange
ending. Nonetheless, according to the most ancient, extant manuscripts of Mark, that is how this
gospel ends. Like some of us, the early church didn’t exactly know what to make of such a non-
ending either, so some later editors apparently felt the need to come up with something that
sounds more like an obvious conclusion. In later manuscripts, two alternative endings have been
added – one short and the other longer. But most biblical scholars think these alternative endings
are much later additions to Mark’s gospel. Why? Because these additional endings are in a
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different literary style to the rest of Mark’s gospel; they also seem to come from a later time than
Mark’s original writing; and many of the added verses seem to be co-opted from other gospel
narratives – from  Matthew, Luke or John. Many of today’s English bibles indicate these two
alternative endings under the headings, “The Shorter Ending of Mark” and “The Longer Ending
of Mark.” But modern scholars generally concur that Mark’s gospel actually ended with: “So
they went out and fled from the tomb, .... and they said nothing to anyone . . ..” Mark reports no
resurrection appearances of Jesus to anyone as we read about in the other three gospels accounts.

Mark’s ending is made even more complicated in that the final word in the earliest Greek
manuscripts is actually a dangling conjunction – in Mark’s case that conjunction is “for” (ëÜñ in
Greek). As in English, a conjunction in Greek usually has words following it, but that doesn’t
happen in Mark. Thus, a more literal translation of the last line in Mark’s account of the
resurrection is: And they told no one. They were afraid for.” That’s how Mark’s gospel ends –
with a dangling conjunction! “They were afraid for.”  

Biblical scholar Lamar Williamson  has asked: “When is an ending, not the end?” He then1

answers his own question by saying: “When a dead man rises from the tomb – and when a gospel
ends in the middle of a sentence.” It’s as if an actor walks to center stage at the conclusion of a
play for the final soliloquy and says, “They were afraid for ...”   and then turns and walks off
stage without finishing the sentence! This can be frustrating OR perhaps this is Mark’s
challenge. It is left to us to finish the story, to fill in the missing postscript.

Mark makes it clear that those who would see the risen Jesus must go to Galilee: “. . . he is going
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” In chapter 1, verse 1, Mark
begins his gospel with the words, “The BEGINNING of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God.” It seems as if Mark wants us to know that the gospel he has written is not the end of the
story but only the beginning. The resurrection of Jesus is not the end but a story that continues in
the life and faith of Jesus’ followers as they go to Galilee. And, as with those earliest disciples,
the risen Christ goes ahead of us and calls us to follow him out there into our own Galilee.

Where is your Galilee? Where is my Galilee? I suspect our “Galilees” are those places or
situations that present a challenge and call us to change in some way. Maybe you’ve sensed a
calling to undertake some new endeavor that you’ve never tried before. Perhaps you’re facing a
medical situation that was not expected, much less desired. Perhaps your family situation is
changing with a new baby about to be born or a grown child about to leave home. Perhaps a job
relocation is on the horizon, or a retirement is about to occur. The list of where our particular
“Galilee” might be could go on and on.

The last time our church calendar called for reading Mark’s account of Jesus’ resurrection on
Easter was three years ago in 2015. As that particular Easter Sunday approached, I knew I would
be retiring after serving as the senior pastor of a congregation for 16 years. Although I had made
the decision, only a small handful of church leaders knew it would be happening. The church-
wide announcement would not take place until after Easter. I, of course, couldn’t help but
wonder what my retirement might look like in the coming months and years. Unlike some folks
who seem to know exactly what they want to do when they retire, I was not so clear. So as that
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Easter approached, I was beginning to experience quite a bit of angst about the decision: Was it
the right decision? What would I do with myself in retirement? Would I find meaning and
purpose or would I stay home, eat bom boms, and be bored? As I prepared to preach that Easter
on this same text, I found some comfort in how Mark ends his account, but I also found it quite
challenging. Would I see the risen Christ out there somewhere in the Galilee of my retirement?
The problem with any “Galilee,” of course, is that it can be full of unknowns and much
uncertainty. 

As I pondered the Galilee of my retirement and the possibility of seeing the resurrected Jesus out
there somewhere, I had no inkling of the rather surprising and unexpected events that would
unfold over the next several months. Unexpected interactions and occurrences happened that
would lead this ordained Episcopal priest from Maryland to pastoring a Lutheran Church in
Lovettsville, Virginia. Nor did I anticipate the incredible number of times that “circumstances”
would just seem to happen here at New Jerusalem in which the presence of the risen Christ was
so obviously present. There have been so many of these “surprises” that I need to start writing
them down less I forget them. Some people would call these unexpected happenings just a
coincidence; but when you experience as many so-called coincidences as I’ve seen here, it’s way
beyond the realm of mere coincidence. No! These have been “God Incidences” through which
Christ has made his risen presence and activity known. Of course, I am an interim pastor here
and will soon undertake another journey to yet another Galilee. And you, the congregation at
New Jerusalem Lutheran Church, will likewise move forward into a different Galilee as you call
a new pastor. But as that all unfolds, both you and I should look to and trust the promise of
Mark’s Easter story: “He is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told
you.”

So let me ask you the same question with which I began: “Are any of us really expecting to ‘see’
the resurrected Christ this Easter morning?” If you expect that to happen here in this building,
you might be disappointed because the risen Christ continues to go before us, to beckon us
forward into the Galilee of our daily lives and the Galilee of our community. We may not know
right now when or how he will appear to us, but it will happen out there in some Galilee – in the
places of our own home turf, in the place of our daily routine, or in the new places to which we
are called. That is where we will see the risen Christ; that is where we will experience the
resurrection; that is where the God who exceeds our greatest expectations will encounter us. And,
as was the case for the women going to the tomb on that first Easter morning, We may be quite
surprised by what we find and our experience may not be what we expected. But that is what we
celebrate this morning. He is going ahead of [us] to Galilee; there [we] will see him, just as he
told [us]” (Mark 16:7). So perhaps we should be mindful of the wisdom in the children’s song
we sang earlier:

Well, surprise, surprise. God is a surprise,
Right before your eyes, it’s baffling to the wise.
Surprise, surprise. God is a surprise.
So open up your eyes and see.


